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and four new projects with a projected bed increase of 146 and six new outreach staff to

the Mental Health Homeless Intervention Team

The County has assigned its Homeless Coordinator, Cathy Wellborn, to work directly with the

city's Homeless Task Force. Cathy and her staff have supported the effort and participated
regularly on the Task Force along with County Veterans Affairs Executive Director, Bill

Densmore. As well, DPSS Director, Dennis Boyle; DPSS Deputy Director, Susan Loew; and,
John Ryan, Mental Health Director, have been working with the City Manager and staff to

address specific issues and are working in partnership with staff in providing resources, as

needed.

Finally, it should be noted that the County is the sponsoring agency for Project Achieve

Riverside located at 2530 Third Street in the City of Riverside. The project provides 100 year-
round Long-Term Emergency beds for single men, single women and families with children for

up to 60 days while working to achieve self-sufficiency. Services are provided under contract

with the Institute for Urban Research and Development ( IURD), which provide 11 case

managers in support of both residents and non-residents who seek assistance.

Definition of Terms:

Dudng the preparation of this report, specifying definitions of certain terms was necessmy. The

definitions used here are consistent with the use of those terms in federal grant applications for

funding.

Access Center: Serves as the primary entry point (outreach/intake/assessment) to the City's
Continuum of Care program for homeless individuals ~and families. Through the center,

individuals and families have access to a broad range of case management-based social

services "under one roof," including access to mental health, substance abuse, housing, and job
training and placement services. The services at the center are designed to help the homeless

become self-sufficient. All clients should be assigned a general case manager and work to

develop a case management plan.

Short-Term Emergency Shelter: This is a short-term facility where homeless individuals and

families can receive from one day up to 30 consecutive days of shelter. An emergency shelter

should not only fulfill a client's basic need (food, clothing, medical care) but case management
needs, as well. The case management plan.developed at the Access Center would continue to

be followed to ensure that the homeless entering the city's Continuum of Care system become

self-sufficient and stay off the streets.

Cold Weather/Winter Shelter: Provides seasonal shelter during the months of December

through March to homeless individuals and families. Cold weather/winter shelters function as

hypothermia prevention shelters that provide meals, bathrooms/showers, and a mass sleeping
area. Referrals to the Access Center and the short-term emergency shelter facility can be made

to those willing to follow a case management plan.
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arrangement, we may require transportation services be included in other shelter

projects.

Following are the emergency and transitional shelter projects that were previously
identified and their current status:

EMERGENCY SHELTER$

Riverside

Family
Shelter

Blythe/Ripley

Lake

Elsinore

Banning/
Beaumont

Temecula/

Murrieta

50 Funding secured;
Selection of Contractor in

Progress;
Pursuing Conditional Use

Permit,

30-50     *

30-50     *

30-50     ·

30-50     ·

Site identified;

City and Non-Profit

Organization applying for

EHAP Capital Grant,

Seeking local jurisdiction
support.

Seeking local jurisdiction
support.
Seeking local jurisdiction
support

Construction is in progress;
estimated completion is early
December 2002.

City donated property;
EHAP Capital Grant received;

Seeking additional funding to

proceed with project.
Supervisor Buster initiated

discussions with the City of Lake

Elsinore and service providers to

facilitate the development of

homeless services.

Two homeless shelters are currently
operating in the unincorporated area

of Lake Elsinore.

The County is working with the

service providers to obtain

Conditional Use Permits.

No change

Supervisor Buster initiated

discussions with the city councils in

Lake Elsinore, Murrieta and

Temecula to facilitate the

development of homeless services.

Temecula indicated support for the

development of services in French

Valley (unincorporated area).
The County is working with an

Episcopal Church official in

Temecula that is trying to raise

interest for a homeless shelter

supported by that parish.
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TRANSITIONAL SHELTERS

Riverside       -       54        · Funding Secured.                 · Project operational effective
Transitional Shelter              · Construction/Rehab in December 2001.
for Pregnant/Post progress;
Partum Women                   · Anticipated completion by
with Substance end of 2001,
Abuse (MFI Inc.)
Western Riverside 50        · Site approval granted in         · Site approval retracted.

County at M.A.R.B.                December 2000;                     · Awaiting approval of the Joint
for Veterans                      · Environmental Powers Commission.
U. S. Vets)                      Assessment to be

completed by March

2001;
Construction / Rehab to

begin in 2001;
Anticipate completion by
eady 2002.

Western Riverside 120       · Availability of site pending     · Grant application was

County at M.A.R.B.                lawsuit;                           approved.
for Families                      · Grant application will be        · Site approval granted.
Lutheran Social made Spring 2002.                  · Environmental assessment to

Services)                                                            be completed.
Western Coachella 100-      · Seeking Service Provider         · Land has been donated for a

Valley 120 and Local Jurisdiction comprehensive homeless

Support project;
Desert AIDS Project is taking
the lead with cooperation from

County Departments of Mental

Health, Public Social Services

Economic Development and

non-profit agencies from the

area.

Awaiting action by the Palm

Springs City Council.

1-15 Corridor 70-       · Seeking Local Jurisdiction       · Supervisor Buster initiated

Temecula,              130 Support discussions with the city
Murrieta,     Lake councils in Lake Elsinore

Elsinore)                                                            Murrieta and Temecula to

facilitate the development of

homeless services. Focusing
on emergency shelters first.

Blythe 60-       · Seeking Local Jurisdiction       · Focusing on completion of
100 Support emergency shelter first.

Need to develop qualified
service providers in the

Blythe/Ripley area.

Banning/Beaumont 60-     ·     Seeking Local Jurisdiction     · No change.
1 O0 Support

Western Riverside 80-     ·     Seeking Local Jurisdiction     · City of Riverside has
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Distance from sensitive land uses, such as liquor stores, child care centers, and schools;
and,
Access or proximity to services such as laundry, groceries, etc.

Potential Sites

The next step was to identify potential sites and review those sites in terms of the approved
criteria. Staff reviewed maps and made field visits to numerous potential facilities. Most of the

sites were in industrial areas on the fringe of the downtown and areas to the north. Staff then
reviewed those sites in terms of the approved criteria in order to refine the list of potential sites.

Listed below is a description of the three sites that emerged from this process as locations with

the greatest potential for use as an emergency shelter. All three sites are illustrated on Exhibit

III-C.

SITE #1: 3138-3140 Prospect Avenue and 4610-4628 Vine Street; Southwest corner of

Vine and Prospect Streets. (See Exhibit Ill-D)

SITE #2: 2650-2664 Third Street; Southeast corner of Third and Commerce Streets (See
Exhibit Ill-E)

SITE #3: 2011 Spruce Street; north side of Spruce Street, easterly of Kansas Avenue

fo[mer REACH site; See Exhibit Ill-F)

Following is a more detailed analysis of the three potential sites in terms of the approved
criteria:

Similar services not necessarily on the same site, but within reasonable proximity

SITE #1: This site is large enough to accommodate either a shelter facility or Access Center, or

both. If used as a shelter facility only, it is about a mile from Project ACHIEVE, a long walk or a

short van ride.

SITE #2: This is the old Olsen's Furniture distribution building. It seems large enough to

accommodate an emergency shelter and is a short walk .from Project Achieve with its existing
Access Center.

SITE #3: The old REACH site has sufficient land to accommodate either an Emergency Shelter

or an Access Center but probably not both. It is within walking distance of Project Achieve and

the Family Shelter.

Minimal impact on surrounding environment;

Impact on residential neighborhoods;

SITE #1: The site is generally surrounded by industrial uses. The pdnting facility across Vine
Street is surrounded by a six-foot high chain link fence toped with barbed wire. Three isolated

single-family houses on two lots are located a short distance to the north. As such, impact on

the surrounding area will be minimal.

SITE #2: This site is located within an industrial area, but within approximately 300 feet of
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residential property on Fourth Street. While the facility fronts Third Street, a non-residential

street in this location, it could have an impact on the nearby residential property behind the

facility.

SITE #3: This site is located within an industrial area and ~ppears capable of accommodating a

homeless facility with minimal impact on the surrounding area.

Reasonable access to transit;

SITE #1: RTA bus stops are located on Olivewood, near Cridge, and along Cddge, a short walk

from this site.

SITE #2: RTA busses travel along Third Street, with convenient stops for this site.

SITE #3: RTA bus stops are located along Third Street and near the intersection of Spruce and

Chicago, a short to moderate walk to this site.

Access or proximity to other service providers and resources (i.e.; feeding,

employment, and shelter);

SITE #1: The site is located about a mile from Project Achieve and in reasonable proximity to

churches with feeding programs. It is in an industrial area with some employment opportunities,

SITE #2: This site is within approximately 600 feet of Project Achieve and within walking
distance of churches with feeding programs within the general area. It is in an industrial area

with some employment opportunities.

SITE #3: The former REACH site is about two-thirds of a mile from Project Achieve. It is in an

industrial area with some employment opportunities,

Adequate site for facility parking and storage;

SITE #1: Land = 32,026 square feet; building = 19,857 square feet

This is a relatively large site, with a building that occupies most of the site. The building seems

to provide plenty of oppodunities for storage and activity area. The parking area on the

adjoining site to the west, which is under the same ownership, could provide opportunities for

parking and outdoor activity area.

SITE #2: Land = 39,938 square feet; building = 27,935 square feet

This site is largely occupied by a concrete structure. The building is certainly large enough to

serve as an emergency shelter but has limited open space for parking or outdoor activity areas.

There may be opportunities, however, to acquire nearby land for those purposes.

SITE #3: Land = 72,818 square feet; no building
This site is large enough to accommodate either an emergency shelter, with room for parking,
storage and outdoor activity area or Access Center but probably not both.

Physical treatment of site to be compatible with surrounding area;

ALL SITES: Although these sites/buildings appear to be suffedng from neglect, all seem
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Conduct on public property - unlawful to walk, stand, sit or lie R_MC section9.04.400D.1

upon any monument, vase, decorative fountain, di-/nking
fountain, bike rack, trash receptacle, median, fire hydrant, street

tree planter berm, utifity cab/net, railing, fence, planter or any

other public property not designed or customarily used for such

purposes (requires notification by law enforcement officer)

Conduct on public property - unlawful to walk, stand, sit or lie RMC section9.04.400D.2

upon public lawn or planted area which is posted with signs
forbidding such conduct (requires notification by law

enforcement officer)

Conduct on public property - Unlawful to walk, stand or lie upon RMC section9.04.400D.3

any public bench (requires notification by law enforcement

officer)

Conduct on public property - unlawful to urinate or defecate in RMC section9.04.400E

public, except in bathroom or restroom enclosed from public

Sidewalk obstructions - unlawful to place on public sidewalks RMC section9.04.4001:

between 11:00 p.m. and5:00 a.m. any structure or objeet which

may potentially represent a hazard or an obstructions to any

person traversing said public sidewalk

Sidewalk public nuisance - any vehicle, object, structure,             RMC section9.04.400G

construction material or construction equipment placed or left

upon any public street, sidewalk; roadway, pedestrian way or

bicycle path is declared apublic nuisance.and the Slreet

Superintendent is authorized and empowered to remove such

nuisance

Possession of open alcoholic beverage container - unlawful on R/viC section9.05.020A

posted premises, including posted parking lot/mmediately
adjacent to any retail package off-sale alcoholic beverage licensee

or on any public sidewalk immediately adjacent to the licensed

premises

Possession of open alcoholic beverage container - unlawful RMC section9.05.020D

within any City park or any recreation and park district, or any

regional park or open-space district or other City-owned public
place

Consumption ofalcoholic beverage - unlawful in any public R.MC section9.05.030

place within the City ofRiverside
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