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Subject:

FW: [External]  RE: NORTHSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN DRAFT RFQ COMMENTS...

Attachments:

Springbrook Arroyo Map.pdf; northsidemap.pdf; Northside Community Plan 1991.pdf; 
Northside Excerpt from General Plan.pdf; SHAparklandsmap.pdf; 07-14-2015 CC 
AGENDA.pdf; 07-14-2015 CC MINUTES.pdf; 08-12-2015 SP CC AGENDA.pdf; 
08-12-2015 CC SP MINUTES.pdf

From: Karen Renfro [mailto:k.a.renfro7@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 1:18 PM
To: rbailey@riverwsideca.gov; Gardner, Mike <MGardner@riversideca.gov>; Melendrez, Andy
<ASMelendrez@riversideca.gov>; Soubirous, Mike <msoubirous@riversideca.gov>; Davis, Paul
<PDavis@riversideca.gov>; MacArthur, Chris <CMacArthur@riversideca.gov>; Perry, Jim <JPerry@riversideca.gov>;
Burnard, John <JBurnard@riversideca.gov>
Cc: Russo, John A. <jrusso@riversideca.gov>; Geuss, Gary <GGeuss@riversideca.gov>; Nicol, Colleen
<CNicol@riversideca.gov>; Zelinka, Al <azelinka@riversideca.gov>; Marysheva Martinez, Marianna
<MMMartinez@riversideca.gov>; Nguyen, Alexander <ANguyen@riversideca.gov>; Balachandran, Girish
<Girish@riversideca.gov>; Milligan, Kevin <KMILLIGAN@riversideca.gov>; Bacich, Mike <MBacich@riversideca.gov>;
Hohl, Pat <PHohl@riversideca.gov>; Jorgenson, Todd <TJorgenson@riversideca.gov>; Kerr, Reiko
<RKerr@riversideca.gov>; Nomura, Laura <LNomura@riversideca.gov>; Ference, Cathy <CFERENCE@riversideca.gov>;
Guzman, Rafael <RGuzman@riversideca.gov>; Deesing, Lea <ldeesing@riversideca.gov>; Martinez, Kris
<KMARTINEZ@riversideca.gov>; Mason, Brent <BMASON@riversideca.gov>; Carey, Carl <CCarey@riversideca.gov>;
Diederichs, Brenda <BDiederichs@riversideca.gov>; Diaz, Sergio <SDiaz@riversideca.gov>; Moore, Michael
<MMoore@riversideca.gov>; Cruz, Adolfo <AdCruz@riversideca.gov>; Kennon, Tonya <TKennon@riversideca.gov>;
Mundy, Sarah <SMundy@riversideca.gov>; Ramirez, Emilio <ERamirez@riversideca.gov>; Eastman, Jay
<JEastman@riversideca.gov>; Gettis, Erin <EGettis@riversideca.gov>; Murray, David <DMurray@riversideca.gov>;
Adame, Gayat <GAdame@riversideca.gov>; Romero, Oscar <ORomero@riversideca.gov>; erin snyder
<epolcene@juno.com>; Nancy Melendez <nancy.melendez@icloud.com>; riversidehistoricalsociety@gmail.com;
pres@oldriverside.org; Colton Wildlands <coltonwildlands@gmail.com>; mtrubidoux@aol.com; Leonard Trujillo
<lennytrujillo51@aol.com>; jeff.kraus@ucr.edu; Pat Stewart <patsiann@pacbell.net>; manager@oldspanishtrail.org;
Museum Administrator <malkimuseummail@gmail.com>; pld@pldconsulting.net; Tom Donahue
<tjdonahue53@att.net>; scott.andrews@yahoo.com; danbern@sbcglobal.net; John Krick
<john.krick@alvord.k12.ca.us>; GSOR@gmai.com; Gurumantra <gkhalsa@nutritionnews.com>;
commissioner@ayso47.org; Sharon Mateja <smateja@earthlink.net>; Riverside Neighborhood Partnership
<1rnpinfo@gmail.com>; Kurt Gunther <kurt@protectriverside.com>; gail@riversidelandconservancy.org
Subject: [External] RE: NORTHSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN DRAFT RFQ COMMENTS...

NORTHSIDE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
SPRINGBROOK HERITAGE ALLIANCE

Riverside, California

March 1, 2016 

The Honorable 
William R. "Rusty" Bailey III, 
Mayor of Riverside 
3900 Main Street 
Riverside, California 92522              cc:  City of Colton 
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RE:  NORTHSIDE SPECIFIC PLAN DRAFT RFQ (FEBRUARY 2016) 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the Riverside City Council: 

We are pleased at long last to present our common concerns and ideas about the future of the Northside 
Neighborhood, our city's oldest and most diverse in all its aspects.  

The February 2016 Draft RFQ includes many of our concerns, but, because the city has undertaken such a wide-
ranging revision of land-use policy for such a large area we are providing you with a comprehensive summary 
outline of  major issues and items we think should be included in the final Specific Plan document. 

We hope our letter will be useful for those involved in the Northside Specific Plan process and everyone 
interested in the future of the Northside whatever the issue.  Attached to this letter are documents and other 
material cited. 

INTRODUCTION: 
The City's Northside Neighborhood was originally a treasured destination for local native American peoples, 
including Cahuilla, Tongva, Serrano and Luiseno, because of the abundance of fish, game, plant materials, hot 
springs, nearby hills for posting look-outs, and good weather year-round.   
The first non-native settlement was by New Mexican pioneers in 1845 who established La Placita de los 
Trujillos on the eastern half of the famous Bandini Donation lands.  In 1870 when Southern California Colony 
Association founded the Township of Riverside, they renamed La Placita "Spanish Town".   
A string of ten-acre tracts ran around three sides of Riverside's Mile Square.  The tracts just north of First 
Street became the original Northside where Dr. K.D. Shugart and his son-in-law Lyman C. Waite, among 
others, settled with their families and grew citrus. 
In 1883 the township was incorporated as the City of Riverside whose northern boundary was  already 
creeping  steadily toward Spanish Town. 
In 1893 Riverside County was established, with the line running in an east-west direction through the middle of 
Spanish Town.   
In 1905 Antoine Pellissier began buying up properties to form a 500-acre dairy, vineyard & winery 
operation.  Many streets on both sides of the county line bear witness to his French connection.  
By 1912 Riverside's Northside had reached all the way to the county line and residents organized the city's first 
neighborhood association to bring urban amenities to their community while preserving their rural 
lifestyle.  Their first contest with Mile Square neighbors involved the keeping of roosters. 
By the early 1990's the Redevelopment agencies of both city and county of Riverside had annexed the 
Northside.  Both rezoned agricultural parcels in the Sringbrook Arroyo Watershed to Business Manufacturing 
Park which brought in industrial uses that are neither advisable in a flood plain nor beneficial to the water 
supply or already-established single-family residential and small-business development. 
The Northside is now home to an estimated 12,000 men, women and children as well as many and various 
businesses, two elementary schools, churches, park and recreational open space.  Not all the new development 
is objectionable, for example, Fruit Growers' Supply on Center has been a welcome tradition and good neighbor 
since it first moved here, but there has been a tendency by city and county officials to approve uses that have 
degraded the neighborhood considerably and threaten its future as a desirable place to live and work. 
In 2013 descendents of La Placita founder Lorenzo Trujillo formed Spanish Town Heritage Foundation to save 
their ancestral home and work for the establishment of an independent non-profit museum, living-history 
cultural and educational center within the context of a recreated La Placita around the old adobe, what would 
be a jewel in the crown of an economic renaissance in the Northside.  
In 2014 Springbrook Heritage Alliance was formed from a committee of the Northside Neighborhood 
Association as an independent citizens group for the purpose of saving the many irreplaceable community 
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assets in the Springbrook Arroyo Watershed, including the publically-owned recreational facilities' open-spaces, 
the Trujillo Adobe, undeveloped former La Placita/Spanish Town/Pellissier Ranch-era farmland, and the arroyo 
itself.  Our vision is outlined in our Springbrook Heritage Parklands & Walking Trails proposal below and 
endorsed by Northside Improvement Association, Spanish Town Heritage Foundation, Friends of Blue 
Mountain, Highgrove Municipal Services Advisory Board, Friends of Fairmount Park, University 
Neighborhood Assocation, and other local community groups. 
Our Alliance supports their efforts in return, and of other organizations such as Colton Wildlands Conservancy, 
Santa Ana River Trust, Friends of Mt. Rubidoux, and others too numerous to list here. 
During our first year, SHA was able to persuade city officials to water the trees on the former golf course before 
they all died after five years without irrigation or normal rainfall.  We were also able to forestall the sale or 
development of publically-owned facilities in the old La Placita area (Riverside Golf Course, Ab Brown Sports 
Complex and Pellissier Ranch).  That proposal, however, have not been abandoned by city officials and we are 
maintaining our opposition to such action while the Northside Specific Plan process is underway.   
We believe there is no point for the city to spend the time and trouble on a specific plan for the Northside if 
the afore-mentioned publically-owned properties, so central to the neighborhood's identity, are being sold or 
developed before a new land-use policy has been adopted.  To do otherwise makes pointless the entire Specific 
Plan exercise, especially considering its cost.   
In 2015 a 308,000 sq.ft. warehouse was proposed for a site across Placentia Lane from the Ab Brown Sports 
Complex, down the street from the Trujillo Adobe, near Reid Park and the Cross Country track on the old 
Riverside Golf Course, too near long-established single-family residential streets, far too near Senior Housing 
on Orange, and near enough to smaller local businesses to drastically alter the area for the worse.   
Our opposition to the warehouse lead to a proposal for a moratorium on new industrial development in the 
Northside pending adoption of a specific plan for the neighborhood.  The moratorium failed to pass, but 
Riverside City Council instructed city staff to set the ball rolling on the Northside Specific Plan.  To the best of 
our knowledge the warehouse permit application is still incomplete as of today's date, but we understand from 
Planning staff that the developer may turn in the last technical study (on traffic) this month.   
We are prepared to take action if, after review by Planning Department staff, the warehouse is approved. 
Last year Riverside City Council approved a restoration of the first section of Springbrook Arroyo from the 
Santa Ana River to Lake Evans at Fairmount Park.  We were delighted to support this decision and look 
forward to a successful completion of this worthwhile project.  We hope it is the beginning of a complete 
restoration of the remaining ten-mile length of this historic natural feature--it would be an historic undertaking 
and gain well-deserved recognition for all the jurisdictions involved.   
Northside Improvement Association (NIA), Spanish Town Heritage Foundation (STHF), and Springbrook 
Heritage Alliance (SHA) have been working together for the past two years as our respective goals are 
mutually-supportive.   
We share a conviction that the key to a vibrant cultural and economic future for the Northside is its fascinating 
multi-faceted heritage--an inspiring legacy that can still be felt by anyone who is willing to stand still, listen to 
the quiet, take in the view, and see what they are looking at. 
We hope you will take time to do this, especially now, as the distinctive views of La Loma Hills from Reid 
Park, the old Riverside Golf Course, Ab Brown Sports Complex, Orange Street at Center, and the peaks of Blue 
Mountain and Box Springs Mountain Wilderness Park are especially beautiful in Spring. 

JURISDICTIONS PRESIDING OVER GREATER LA PLACITA/NORTHSIDE: 

 County of San Bernardino

 County of Riverside

 City of Riverside

 City of Colton

 Highgrove Community Services Area (portion of Springbrook Arroyo)

AREA(S) TO BE STUDIED: 
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As the precise boundaries of the study area are still to be established, we would like to 
recommend consideration (or at least awareness) of as many areas in and around the original boundary of La 
Placita de los Trujillos as possible, including:   

 Northside Neighborhood Core (Riverside)

 Pellissier Ranch (Colton)

 Roquet Ranch (Colton)

 Industrial Zone between Center Street & Pellissier Ranch (San Bernardino County)

 Vintage residential neighborhood east of I-215 (Riverside)

 Springbrook Arroyo from Springbrook Falls to Santa Ana River (City & County of Riverside, Highgrove CSA)

 Single-family residential neighborhoods in Colton and Riverside County on both sides of Center to the east of Orange Street

 Industrial zone to the north of Russell and east of Mulberry Street along the 60-91 freeways

See map of La Placita de Los Trujillos in Vickery's Defending Eden, pg. 115
See map of Springbrook Arroyo & Environs 
See map of Northside Neighborhood Core, etc., in February 2016 Draft Northside Specific Plan 

LAND-USE PRIORITIES FOR THE NORTHSIDE: 
As the Northside Specific Plan is meant to benefit the people of the neighborhood as well as surrounding 
communities, we suggest the following guidelines: 

 The people who live and work in the study area should be considered the neighborhood's greatest asset; 

 "Highest-and-best use" should emphasize whatever is most beneficial to the Quality of Life of people who live and work in the study area;

 The wishes and needs of the neighborhood should take precedence over all other considerations except environmental and historical;

 Policy and land-use proposals neighborhood residents object to should not be included in the final Northside Specific Plan;

 More open space, less development;  preserve the views; protect natural features;

 Retain all city-owned properties for inclusion in Springbrook Heritage Parklands & Walking Trails proposal;

 No new industrial development anywhere in the Northside and/or Specific Plan study area;

 No eminent-domain for private development in the Northside and/or Specific Plan study area;

 No large-scale development of any kind in the Northside and/or Specific Plan study area.

See 1991 Northside Community Plan 
See 2013 Northside General Plan Excerpts
See 2015 Northside Moratorium: Riverside City Council Agenda & Minutes for July 14 & Aug. 12 Sessions

REFERENCES ATTACHED BELOW: 

 Springbook Arroyo & Environs

 Map of Northside 

 Northside Community Plan (1991)

 Northside General Plan Excerpts (2013)

 Springbrook Heritage Parklands & Walking Trails Map

 July 14, 2015 Riverside City Council Agenda Item & Minutes: Northside Moratorium Discussion

 Aug. 12, 2015 Riverside City Council Agenda item & Minutes: Northside Moratorium Hearing 

INVENTORY OF NORTHSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSETS: 
In addition to the historic Trujillo Adobe (City, County & State landmark), there are many other sites worthy of 
consideration for historic designation, including but not limited to: 

 Springbrook Arroyo 

 Other unidentified arroyos and natural waterways

 La Loma Hills

 Trujillo School, Trujillo Ditch, Trujillo Cantina, etc.

 Pellissier Ranch dairy, vineyard, winery, barns, etc. originally 500 acres)

 The Grange

 Hopalong Cassidy Spanish-style Adobe (3261 Strong)

 La Placita/Spanish Town-era houses & farms (pre-1900)*
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Pellissier Ranch-era houses, farming & commercial buildings (1905-1960's)*

Schoolhouse building (729 West La Cadena Drive)

Section of original U.S. Highway 395 pavement on West La Cadena Drive

Elliotta Hot Springs (site of discovery of native artifacts cited in Durian below)

Other hot springs sites

Aquifers and other springs

First well field/water source

Original roads from La Placita period (1845 through 1870)

Oldest trees and other vegetation of note (various locations)

Dr. Cantwell's veterinary clinic on West La Cadena (Cantwell was an associate of Alf Wight, a.k.a. James Harriot of "All Creatures Great & Small" fame, and served
as technical advisor to the BBC series)

Orangecrest, Staveley and other dairies  (various locations in flood plain)

Canals and irrigation ditches, conduits & other related features (various locations)

Blacksmith shop (Main Street)

Sieck Meat Packing Co. building (Sieck Road off Placentia Lane)

Site of Spring Rancheria (Greater Northside at base of Mt. Rubidoux)

Remaining vintage fences, culverts, footpaths, etc. (especially adjacent to Springbrook Arroyo)

Springbrook Clubhouse at Reid Park (Main Street)

Other natural & man-made features of note

* An incomplete list of La Placita/Spanish Town/Pelliser Ranch-era houses is available on request

SPRINGBROOK HERITAGE PARKLANDS & WALKING TRAILS:
An innovative plan formulated by members of our Alliance to honor the Springbrook Arroyo Watershed 
heritage by connecting its irreplaceable community assets from the Santa Ana River bikeway and walking 
trails to the Old Stage Stop on the bluff above Pigeon Pass between Blue Mountain and the Box Springs 
Mountains:

Dedicate the former 129-acre Riverside Golf Course in its entirety as a rare permanent city-owned urban arboretum and open-space recreational park to accommodate 
uses that prefer no amenities (currently in-use by local, regional and statewide Cross Country organizations);

Dedicate the 55-acre Ab Brown Sports Complex as a permanent city-owned vintage-era playing fields to be operated by AYSO-Region 47 for as long as the contract is
mutually-agreeable;

Preservation and restoration of the Trujillo Adobe (City Landmark #130) as the focal-point of a living-history cultural center that would include the original school, 
irrigation ditch, cantina and other features of interest from the La Placita and Spanish Town days (1845 - 1905) as proposed by Spanish Town Heritage Foundation;

Establishment of a Spanish Town Village from Columbia to the north-end of Pellissier Ranch and including all the area between the Santa Ana River and the 91-215 
freeway to make possible small-scale private-development of a historically-themed commercial/cultural district as proposed by Spanish Town Heritage Foundation 
(see detail below);

Dedication of the 227-acre Pellissier Ranch in its entirety as a working 19th-century working farm & historical park in conjunction with Spanish Town Village;

Restoration and preservation of the historic Springbrook Arroyo from Springbrook Falls along its entire length through Highgrove, the Northside, and Fairmount Park 
to the Santa Ana River, with walking trails on both sides wherever possible.

See detailed outline at https://www.facebook.com/springbrookheritagealliance
See more on La Placita history at www.SpanishTownHeritagefdn.org or www.riversidetamalefestival.weebly.com

SPANISH TOWN VILLAGE LAND USES, PART I:  
Springbrook Heritage Parklands & Walking Trails Proposal Area
Themed private development including but not limited to:

Trujillo Adobe, museum and re-created La Placita living history center

19th-century working farm at Pellissier Ranch

Community garden(s)

Permanent outdoor farmers' market & Grow Riverside trading post for local small-farmers only

Pick-your-own seasonal heirloom fruits, vegetables, Christmas trees

Farm-to-table restaurants & cafes

19th-century Cahuilla, Paiute, Spanish, Sonoran, Californio, New Mexican, Yankee and Southern arts & crafts shops and entertainment

Early 20th-century American, Sonoran and European arts & crafts shops and entertainment

Non-profit cultural/historical association museums, headquarters, gift shops, events

Historical costume designers/tailors/seamstresses/shoemakers/millinery/accessories

Nature preserves
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Native garden(s)

Horse-drawn wagons for hire & sightseeing

Crushed-granite walkways and parking areas

SPANISH TOWN VILLAGE LAND USES, PART II:
Main Street Corridor & side-streets from Columbia to Santa Ana River 
Themed private development including but not limited to: 

Grocery store

Bakery

Barber shop

Beauty salon

Drugstore or pharmacy

Bank

Optometrist

Paralegal office

Folklorico and Spanish dance school

Music store 

Tourist center (could be a local Chamber of Commerce operation)

Other small-scale specialty retail, professional and service outlets serving locals and tourists

No chainstores, large-scale operations or oversize buildings

Retain rural atmosphere with crushed-granite walkways for pedestrians instead of paved sidewalks and crushed-granite parking areas instead of asphalt or concrete on 
unimproved sections of business-centers (something like Norco only less formal)

Excavation and restoration of Elliotta Hot Springs, if possible, as a site of archeological significance

PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALKS:
There is a great need for protected pedestrian crosswalks along Orange Street at Nash, Chase, Garner and 
Placentia.  Other locations to be considered include Columbia and Center between Orange and 
Main.  They could connect with the Parklands Walking Trails wherever possible. 

HEAVY TRUCK-TRAFFIC:
Increased heavy truck traffic in the Northside is causing serious problems for residents, recreational zones and 
the Trujillo Adobe.  We recommend the following measures for consideration: 

Enforcement of existing laws regarding truck routes in the Northside

Installation of a roundabout or island in the intersection of Orange and Center Streets

RECOMMENDED BACKGROUND FOR SPECIFIC PLAN PARTICIPANTS:

Flora of the Santa Ana River & Environs by Oscar Clarke (Heyday Books, 2007)

Backyard Birds of the Inland Empire by Sheila Kee (Heyday Books, 2010)

The Old Spanish Trail by Hafen & Hafen (Bison Books, 1993)

Defending Eden by Joyce Carter Vickery (University of California, Riverside and Riverside Museum Press, 1977

The Bad Bell of San Salvador by Patricia Beatty (rare & out-of-print children's book)

Pioneers of Riverside County by Steve Lech (History Press, 2012)

Along the Old Roads by Steve Lech (2004)

A Colony for California by Tom Patterson (Riverside Museum Press, 2013 Third Edition)

Gold Rush Politics: California's First Legislature by Mary Jo Ignoffo (California State Senate, 1999)

Riverside County Place Names by Jane Gunther (1984)

True Stories of Riverside and the Inland Empire by Hal Durian (History Press, 2013)

More titles available upon request
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LOCAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE:

Riverside Main Library (History Department)

Riverside Metropolitan Museum

San Bernardino County Museum

Colton Public Library

Descendants of Agua Mansa

Trujillo Family Association

Agua Mansa Cemetery

Old Spanish Trail Association

Riverside Historical Society

San Bernardino Pioneer & Historical Society

Old Riverside Foundation

Santa Ana River Trust

Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District

Colton Wildlands Conservancy

Sherman Indian Museum

Malki Museum

University of California, Riverside

Northside Improvement Association

Spanish Town Heritage Foundation

Springbrook Heritage Alliance

Please note: this list is necessarily abbreviated.  For resources not shown, contact the Riverside Main Library Local History Department or Riverside-Corona Resource 
Conservation District

CONCLUSION:
We look forward to participating in the Northside Specific Plan process.  We have attached important documents referred to in our 
letter for your convenience.  Please feel free to call on us if you have questions or comments about anything in our letter.  We would 
be glad to talk to you at your convenience.  

Thank you again for making the Northside Specific Plan a priority for land-use policy in the City of 
Riverside.  We hope it will lead to the fulfillment of our common vision for the neighborhood we love.  

Respectfully yours, 

Erin Snyder 
President 
Northside Improvement Association 
(951)682-9128
epolcene@juno.com
https://www.facebook.com/northsideimprovementassociation

Karen Renfro 
Spokesman
Springbrook Heritage Alliance 
(951)787-0617
k.a.renfro7@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/springbrookheritagealliance

CC:
City Manager's Office 
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City Attorney 
City Clerk 
Finance Department 
Riverside Public Utilities  
Community and Economic Development 
Innovation and Technology 
Public Works 
General Services 
Human Resources 
Police
Fire
Parks and Recreation 
Library
Museum 

ATTACHMENTS:
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