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Officer Gomez was interviewed at the Magnolia Station on 10/15/12 at 0437 hours. Detective
Wheeler assisted with the interview. Attorney Mike McCoy was also present to represent
Officer Gomez. Deputy District Attorney Michelle Paradise was also present. ~

Interview S 4 S
Attorney Mike McCoy gave a brief statement asking Officer Gomez if he understood he:was
being interviewed regarding a criminal investigation and he. was provid,in'g'f,,a" statement per

Riverside Police policy. Officer Gomez said he understood,

Officer Gomez said he was at the Magnolia Station with Officer Velasquez when he heard a call
come over the radio regarding a suicidal subject with a gun on Myers Street: He said he
responded to the apartment complex on Myers Street and began to look for apartment 55 where
the suicidal subject was. He said he waswith Officer Velasquez and Officer Lim who just
arrived. He said Officer's Ouk and Serrato also arrived. w 7y

Officer Gomez said he received an ﬁb:date from Dlspatch statingyzty’ha’t the subject had put the
gun on the table. He said they were at the apaﬁme,nt when they heard the update.

Officer Gomez said he originally positioned himself on the left side of the door (looking at the
front door from the outside). ‘He said the door was open about an inch. He said he pushed the
door and it opened about”half way. He ‘said he did not see the subject inside. He said he
announced to the subject inside that he was with Riverside Police and he was there to help. He
did not hear any response. N d

Officer Gomez-said that Officer Velasquez went to the right side of the door. Sergeant’s
Lambert,Cash and Stump:arrived. Officer Gomez said he then went to the right side of the
door. -He said he looked into the kitchen window which was on the right side of the door. He
could. hot see the subject. He said Officer Velasquez then moved to the left side of the door.

He said he was positioned at the door.

| *‘yf'Officer G;orriiéyz;:said he ahﬁoUnced more commands to the subject, stating he was Riverside

Police and to come out.of the apartment. He said he got the subjects first name and tried to call
him out by name. He 'said he had his gun out and at the “low ready” position with his tactical
light on. -

kO:fﬁCer Gomiez said that a short time after he gave his commands, he saw a black semi-

automatic’ handgun at the door. The subject, later identified as S-Sherron, had the gun in his
hand and was pointing it straight ahead at Officer Lim and the officers behind Officer Lim who
were onthe left side of the door. S-Sherron was walking out of the apartment with the gun in
his hand and pointing straight at the officers. Officer Gomez said he thought S-Sherron was

. going to shoot the officers so he fired at S-Sherron. He said he fired three shots in quick
{ .succession at S-Sherron’s torso. He said S-Sherron went to the ground immediately. He said

he thought he fired three rounds. He said he did not reload his weapon.

Officer Gomez said he did not know if he fired first at S-Sherron. He also said he did not know if
S-Sherron had fired his gun.
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Officer Gomez said that after he shot at S-Sherron, he started retreating backwards. When he
was retreating backwards for cover, he scraped his knuckles on the stucco wall. He said that he
and the officers behind him found cover in the next door apartment’s alcove.

Officer Gomez said he did not see any other weapons in S-Sherron% hands othergtyhakn“the gun. ~

Officer Gomez said he was not aware of any previous dispatch:c'élls regardki,rﬁ’g'fa'suicidal sﬁbjéét
or S-Sherron in particular. kN NV

No further.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MIKE GOMEZ
Interviewer: Det. Rick Cobb

10-15-12/4:37 am

Case # P12-149530

Page |

INTERVIEW WITH OFFICER MIKE GOMEZ .
Q=Det. Rick Cobb " gy, P
Q1=Det. Rick Wheeler o G
Q2=(Mike M¢Coy) ...  « ;
A=Ofc. Mike¢ Gomez . .

Okay. This is, uh, Detective Rick Cobb:" Uh, this.is an interview with Officer
(Michael) Gomez, It is, uh,October15, 2012 Approximately 4:37 am. Also
present is, uh; my partner, Detective Rick Wheeler. from the district attorney's
office. Uh, District Attorney M- uh, (Michelle Paradise). And, uh, Officer
Gomez's-attorney, (Mike McCoy). Mr/ (McCoy), you wanted to give a, uh, a
statement before we get started here?.

. “Yes, thank yQu; :‘Uyhr,‘ Ofﬁcer,Gyﬁbfnez, uh, you understand that this is a, uh,
« “criminal inVestigation? By

Yes, Slr . .

__Okay. And you understand in a criminal investigation you have the right to
remain silent and not incriminate yourself?

Yes, siry”

Okay And you also know that per the Riverside PD policy you're required to
‘give a, uh, statement to the detectives?

Yes, sir.
Okay.

Okay. Um, Officer Gomez, just basically with this incident, uh, take me from
the beginning on when you first got the call all the way up to, uh, the end of
the incident for me.

Okay. Uh, I was here at Mag. I just reheated some dinner that hadn't ate
yet. Uh, finished it up. And that's when I got the call. Actually, Velasquez
was sittin' next to me. She was gonna write - I heard her get dispatched to it.
And then I got sent as primary to a suicidal subject on (Myers). Um, I think
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while I'm en route dispatch updates the scene. That he's got a gun. He's sittin’
there on his couch with a gun. Um, I go on scene. I park, uh, maybe 100 feet
north of the front entrance to the apartment complex Um, as I'm walkin' to
the door I see three people crossing the street, um, ‘from the east side gomg R4
west towards the front entrance to the complex.«1 stopped them and asked.
them, "What apartment do you live in?" They said, "We: stay in apartment
#2." And they go, "It's right here." They point to it 'cause it's the first one
right there. So I said, "All right." And they just walked by me. They knock
on the door. And, uh, and then I see.Lim, Ofﬁcer Lim coming, he's coming
north on (Myers). He parks about:300 feet:down on the east side of the street.
So I stand there at the entrance and wait for: him. So then he shows up. He's
walking behind me and I'm walkmg down that corridor-westbound. And as
I'm going through I don't know where any of the, uh; apartments are. That's
my first time in the/complex. Um, I'm just trying; finding the apartment
numbers. 1 don't know where:55's at. I'm makin'my way to the end of that
corridor to make aleft. And1l thlnk I saw like'apartment 30 somethin', 31. So
that's not it. "And we keep goin'. I think now Lim. And I'm behind Lim and
now [ see (Valasquez) _And I'm behind them as we go, we turn east again
going down that long cortidor, no I’m sorry, south. We're walking down.
We're' looking to our, left, which:is.¢ast. Lighten up the, the apartment

5 numbers And we're still not ﬁndmg 55. We find the 50s, they're all the way
*."on the south 51de southwest part of the, uh, apartment complex. Uh, I think

we s- we got up to 54 andwe still can't find 55. Um, [ let the other -
(Valasquez) and Lim know that as we passed by I shined up and I saw 61 on

‘one of the apartments So I said it's gotta be up there. We came back. Now
"_I'nvin the lead, they're behind me. As we're walking towards the stairs they're

just south of 61, 61's up on top. Isee Ouk and Serrato coming towards us. So
then allithree of us are goin' up the stairs. I assume Ouk and Serrato are
behindas. And then I, I'm looking at the apartment numbers as we're going
north through that upper corridor. I could see that's counting down. Isee 57.

. T'hold the 5 (unintelligible) I hold up a 7 lettin' them know that's right here.

T'm goin' down - I see - I know 55's the next one, so I'm pointing over
westerly, "Hey, this is it." So then I stop at that corner. Uh, I think while we
were still downstairs I heard dispatch say that the guy's inside on his couch.
But he put the gun on the table. As we got to that corner in the corridor to
make the left to go to his door, which is only maybe 3 feet, we make that left
there's his door. Um, I just peeked around and right then I hear dispatch say,
"The door should be open." So I see the door, it's open. I don't know, maybe
an inch or two. And I tell them - I look back and tell them, "Hey, I think the
door's open." I say, "I'm just gonna nudge it open real quick." So I nudge the
door open and it opens up. It doesn't open up all the way. Maybe just a little
bit more than halfway. And I can see there's clothes on the ground. And
when the door opens up it hits the clothes, won't let the door open. So now
I'm lookin' in the apartment. There's a light on. I think there's a TV there
facing north. I can't see the TV 'cause we're lookin' west through the
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apartment. And I say, "Riverside Police. Hey, we're here to help you. Now,
just come out, let us see your hands." Idon't hear nothin'. Um, (Valasquez)
tells me "I'm gonna, I'm gonna cross - I'm gonna go across." 1 said, "Okay."
So I co- I covered her as she went across. And now she's sittinniext to the
door on the, uh, north side of the door, she's qukin’ in the apartment.

If I can stop you real quick. Just so we're all on the same ija,”gé”as far as.
location north, south, east, west. Pi- picture if you woul‘diif you're.standing
outside looking at the front door where you guys are, If we can do that.
'Kay.

That'd be easier.

So if I'm looking at apartment.55?

Yes.

) From the out‘sﬁi,‘djéyi,__ h
' west through there.
:’,,‘:;Qkay;i',So you're, yoﬁ're to the left of the door?

" Yeah.

Okay.

Theré’s a little cutout as you're...

Right.

...going through that hallway?
I've been up there, mm-hm.

You make that left to go. There's only like three feet of wall there before you
hit the door.

Right.

That 3 feet. (Valasquez) crossed over. Now she's on the right side of the
door. I'm on the left still on that little notch out...
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OK.

...looking in the apartment. Um, I think that's when Sergeant (Lambert) and <
Sergeant (Cash) and Sergeant (Stump) show up. 'Uh, they'renot all the way'to.
the door. But they're over to my right down the hallway. . They're up to us, "
and they're maybe 6, 7 feet away from me.~And I hear'Sergeant (Cash) say,
"Gomez, go behind (Valasquez)." So.J'come acrossand I'm - I'm sittin'
behind (Valas)- or I'm standing behind (Valasquez) now. And IC,a,n see into
the apartment. Only kind a like: that. I think there's a TV there, or somethin'.
But now I can see, you know,»‘so‘uthwest: o,f,;merihto the apartment [, [ can see
the, um, like a bedroom. No lights were on;. I could see a-bed. And I'm still
standing bes- uh, behind her. And then nothin's happening. I don't know if
anybody else was still-trying to talk to.the guy or not. But - so nothin's
happening. So.I'm startin' to look through the;uh - there's a little - as I'm
looking through:the door right here to my right is that, uh, little window. You
could see in, 'cause I could see in to his kitchen. There's only like maybe a
half an‘inch one of‘the slits was moved over, or the slats was moved over half
an irich. ‘'So I'm lookin! ,thi’ough that tryin' to see if I can see the guy, [ don't
sée him. I can sée that there's a'« it's a kitchen area. But 1 can't see anybody

5 e}se' in there,. So then, um, I'm trying to remove the screen. That way I can
" ‘see if the window's open. .[ think it was Sergeant (Lambert) or (Stumps) said,

"No, do:i't do that. We're just gonna sit here. You know, we got all day."
Somébody said - onie.of the sergeants said that. So Isaid, "All right." And

:w?"thcn,’ﬁum, I heard,ﬂfl think it was Sergeant (Cash) say, "Who has a taser?" 1
" raised my hand, (Valasquez) raised her hand. So he goes, "Okay,
(Valasquez); get over here." So now she goes back over there to where they're

at on thé left side of the door.

Onthe ieft? Okay.

'So now I moved up. Now I'm on the right side of the door. And I'm holding

on the door, right side, looking in to the room.

You're #17

Yeah, at that door.

Okay.

Nobody's - I don't know which sergeants are behind me. 1 know they're back
there, but I don't know which ones. Um, and I hear Sergeant (Cash) say - 1
don't know what order they're in, but he's saying, "You guys are gonna be

hands on. (Valasquez) has the taser." But I don't know what order they're in.
Okay. So we're sittin' there. And I'm still sittin’ on the door. And then I sec a
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gun come out the door. As the gun comes out the door, I don't know if I hear
the gunfire or who's firing. But I know once that gun came out the door 1
started shooting. Um, I see the guy come out the door. 1 don't - I, I don't think

I saw his face, or what, what - his clothes he's wearing, or what. All T
remember seeing is his torso. So then after I shoot we start backm up. 'Causei '
right away in my mind I think, you know, "Crap Crossfire.” " Sol, I start
backin' up, backin' up, backin' up. Um, T think it was (Lambert) and (Stump)
are backin' up in front of me. We fall 1nt0 a - the apartment to the north of 55,
has like a little notch out. I don't kniow if there was two apartments there or
not. But there's a little notch outin the wall whereall three of us fell into.
And then, uh, I'm not sure if I looked back at the suspect on‘the ground. But I
could hear Sergeant (Cash) saying, you know, "Hold on him, hold on him. I
don't see the gun. 1don't'see the gun.”. And then somebody cuffed him. I
don't know who cuffed him. Sergeant (Stump); (Lambert) me, they were
telling me to stay here 'cause they didn't want-us to get out. And then, um, I
think once they cuffed the suspect they brought the dog in. Iknow the dog
was theres I ‘don't know - I think I heard (Lambert) say, "Don't go in the
apartment “Let thedog go in." And then uh, and that was it. Then they
called for (RFD) and

. Okay Um, When you were - when you were at the point now where you are
" #1 onthe rlght hand side and'you have Sergeant (Lambert) and Sergeant

(Stump) behmd you correct"

;,':'Yes 51r
:"Okay And then (Cash) is on the other side?
" Ithink'so.

. Do, do you remember how that stack was on the other side as far as who was
«. first?

1 didn't look over there.

Um, now you had said earlier that you gave - you originally when you opened
the door that's when you said "Riverside Police, we're here to help you." But
then as you were now on the right-hand side and you're #1 right prior to him
coming out, did you give any other commands inside, or anything?

Sergeant (Stump), I knew he was behind me 'cause he's telling me, "Give him
some more commands."

Okay.
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Uh, "You know, try and talk him down." So I told him, "Hey, hey, uh, the
Riverside Police. Man, we're here to help you. Just come out here and show
us your hands, we'll help you out." I got on the radio, I said, "What's the
suspect's first name?" I think they came back and said, "(Chaz)." ~Then one of =
the guys over here said, "(Chaz)." So I said, "(Chaz) Officer. Gomez. Come
out, come out here so we can help you out, man. Just come out with your :
hands out.” I don't even know, "So we ¢an help you out We re here to help
you." I think I said that three to four times. i, o ;

Did he come out right when you were glvmg those commands or was there a
pause between? :

There was - I don't know how long the tlme was between my last command
and when I saw a gun..” ¢ :

Okay. Um, do: you feel comfortable estlmatlng how long between those
pauses or- no’7

No, Idont

§ “Okay, that's ﬁne Um now, you sald when - all of a sudden you just saw a
5 sgun comm out :

Yes 51r

. ;Dld you see, uh ‘was he - just had the gun in one hand? Did he come out
‘with two hands, could you tell?

No, I ean't.

Okay When you fired your first shot was it just the gun coming out of the
door, or did you see a body at that point?

I think I didn't - he came out so fast I think - I don't, I don't think I shot 'til |
saw his torso.

Okay. Is it safe to say he was - he was continuing - as you saw the gun he's
continuing to come out? It's not just like he's standing at the door and he just
puts his hand out.

No, sir. He was comin' out that door.

Okay. When you saw that gun and you see him comin’ out the door, what
went through your mind? What's the first thought?
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He's got a gun. He wants to kill somebody.

Okay.

And he's pointing at my other officers that are Qver ”to my left
He was pointing it right at them? ”

Yes, sir.

Okay. So immediately you'felr; ’rrh, for thesafety ‘ef the ofﬁcers”
(Yes, sir). > b <2

You fired?

Yes, sir

Okay. If you can remember uh, when you fired your first round was his body

Qutsrde yet?
'Idon’t remernber.
Okay Um do you remember how many rounds you fired?

& ,I 1n1t1ally thought three

Okay

Wheyn'they, uh, tracked my gun it was four.

| ‘Okay. But, yeah, that's, that's okay. And that happens. So at the time,

though, you, you thought you fired three rounds.

Yes, sir.

Okay. At any point did you, did you fire in quick suc-, uh, succession?
Yes, sir.

Okay. Do you remember if any of those three rounds -- or four that we know
of now -- was his body actually outside yet?

I think on all - if the three that I remember sh...
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Mm-hm.

...firing? His body was outside the room.

Okay. Do you feel you hit, hit him? |

Yes, sir.

With your shots? Okay. Did you see hirh go down 1mmed1ately‘7 ,, .
. N e/ DA

Or - let me ask you, let. me ]ust ask you What did you see h1m do once you
fired the shots? : i o €7

Once | startc:d'ﬁriﬁg the shots iii‘:s*alr’rﬁl‘ost like he - his - he turned.
So he's,fééiﬁg you?. @

As he s falhng

~Okay.

I guess, he fell down. 'Cause (unintelligible) backed - right when that

;,;fhappened I started retreating.

i"‘Okay PI‘IGI‘ to him coming out did you - did he say anything at all?

Not, fnoty one word.

Okay Was it a total shock to you when he came out?

Oh, yes.

Okay. Um, once you fired your round did you think you were the first to fire?
From what you could tell?

I can't tell.
Okay. Did you even - do you remember hearing any other gunshots?
Yes, I do.

Okay. Could you tell at all if he fired his gun?
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361 A I cannot tell if he fired his gun or not.
362
363 Q: Okay. Um, could you tell what hand he had the gun in when he came out?
365 A No.
366 L’ 4
367 Q: Okay. Um -- just let me go over somethmg real qulck When you ﬁred were
368 you, um, holding with two hands‘7 %, i, ~
369 £
370 A: Yes, sir.
371 W -
372 Q: Okay. Inkind of a combat Now l notlced smce are. you rlght or left-
373 handed? ¢ < ,
374
375 A Right- handed
377 Q: Right- handed Smce you were on that left 31de did you - were you still
378 shootlng w1th your rlght hand or did: you ‘have to, to..
379 - Sy
380 A: nght hand.
28] o
2 Q & 'nght hand‘7 Okay And then once you fired you guys - you and these three
383 o serge- or two sergeants started goin' backwards.
385  A: ;,f:f Yes sir.
386 -
387 . Q ' Because you. reallzed right then...
388
389" A: There's: cfossfire issues.
390 by
391 Q. . All right. You got anything real quick while I'm lookin' (over it)?
392 W 6
393 QL 7" Yeah. Um, I notice right now that you're, uh, dressed, Officer Gomez, in a
394 .. blue RP uniform; gun badge; gun belt, and all that. Is that how you were
395 A L tonight when the shooting happened?
396 4n ¥
397 AL Yes, sir.
3987
399 + Ql: Okay. Um, while you're, uh, outside of the apartment, uh, trying to give some
400 commands before he steps out, uh, do you have your gun already out kind of
401 at the ready?
402
403 A Yes, sir.
4
405 QL In case you need to use it?
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It's out. My light's on.

Okay. Uh, your tactical light.

Yes, sir; so I can see into that bedroom.

Okay. Um, you were saying that you sawy a - the first movement you~,,ﬁ6ticed
from the apartment is a gun, uh, being held in s,,oym,eone‘sf,handrqoming out of
the apartment? s, ol Cad

Yes, sir.

Can you describe, is that held at theﬁ'lQWT’eadY; pOiﬁtéa to the sky: straight
out? P Gt g o 40

It's pointe;d,fétfaight out, pomiﬁ:"fout. I don't know if he had two hands on it.

Okay. =

. That's just, you;k‘now,k how I'm trained to do it. But I see a gun straight out
* “comin' out of that... 5 3

Straight arm extended almost as if maybe somebody was aiming or pointing

Yes, sir. o

..at your partner as you were sayin'. Okay. Um, do you know if anybody else
is inside the apartment either during that time or afterwards?

| 'Ik do not know.

'Kay. And did you get a reload, uh...

No.

...at some point? No?

No reload.

All right. And, uh, I'm noticing that you've got some bandages on the tops of

your right knuckles of your right hand. Uh, does that have anything to do
with what happened tonight?
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Yes, sir. When, when we retreated back, uh, I think I scraped my hand and my
gun up against the stucco. ,,

Okay. I think that's all I got right now.

Um, just real quick. What's your ID numbcr‘f”‘"%

1666. | o,

And how long have you been, uh, w1th Rlver51dePD9

Uh, almost three years. | d ®)

Okay. And did YOU;Stéfthere, or Were you an officer beforehand?
I started here €y, o &

Okay, started here.. As far as you know the uh, sergeants behind you, did
they ﬁre atall? o ;

§ "I* d6 not knowa

Okay. When after uh; after you fire and his entire body's out here, did -
could could you even see what happened to the gun?

Okay‘ Di‘d,,f,:ybu see it stay in his hand? Did you see it leave his hand, anything
atall? "

Did you see any other weapons in - with him at all?

No. We did see, uh - we could see - when I looked through the crack of the
door?

Mm-hm.

You know, 'cause the door's here and I'm standing here. I can see through the
crack. There's two hammers in there on the floor.

But when he came out did you see him...

No.
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...with any other weapons at all?

No, sir.

Okay. Um, at any point - or, excuse me, let me backtraQ;lf., amlnute Dldyou
get a decent look at the gun itself? Iknow.it was so fast. But did you - did it

resemble any type of - certain type of gun to you? ,Rwolvér, semifautomatic,
color of it? iy -, )

I'd say s- black semi-auto. «, ’

Okay.

What did the subject look like? Doyou... .~

I don't know |

...dgo:,y@u‘have a recollectmn" Happc;ﬁed too quick, didn't it.

. “I;’thi'nk after theycuffed him up and I poked my head out and looked at him I
+ “could tell he was dark skinned, that's it.

Ok&l}”-, %

4 ,:When‘,w'when, y,ou"é-‘, uh, fired your weapon, can you give me an idea of how
you had your gun oriented? Like what direction you were firing at?

Um, :;Iwo’uld say - as he's coming out, he's comin' out of that room. So you
got that little section here that they were s- the stack was behind that corner?

"bkay.

As he's comin' out I'm firing this way.

Okay.

So right as he comes out, I don't know, within, within a foot.
Maybe just a foot beyond the threshold?

Yeah.

Okay.
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541 A If that.
542
543  QIl: Okay.
544 ot » 4%
545  Q: All right. Anything else? Um, I don't have any further questions-right now.. .
546 Can you think of anything that might be important that I failed to ask you?"
548 A No, I do not.
549
550  Q: Do you have any other questionsat all? . vy
551 9~
552 Q2 I, I wanted to ask him something off the record. So... - =
553 P 5
554 A: Oh.
556 Q: Okay. Well,at'this time I'm going to, uh, go ahead and conclude the
557 interviewy It's approximately 4:57 am. =~
560  This transcript has béepiefiewe with the audio record submitted and it is an accurate
A61  transcription. . il/ Lo, ™ W
2 Siged  Sf gl o
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46
47 / .,
48  This transcript ha / iewpVwith the audio recording submitted and'it is an accurate
49  transcription. / e G e B
50  Signed 1!/1’ p

it
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