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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. PAUL MIRANDA
Q=Det. Rick Cobb
Q1=Man
A=0f¢c. Paul Miranda

Okay this is Detective Rick Cobb. It is now July 8 at approximately 12:25
am. This is an interview with Officer Paul Mir-, uh, Miranda. Also present is,
uh, my partner, Detective Rick Wheeler. Um, Officer Miranda’s attorney, Mr.
Peter Horton.” Also present in the room is Deputy District Attorney (Sam
Shouka) and Investigator (Rick Fuentes), excuse me. Okay, um, first of all, I
just want to clarify that, uh, you’re chosen to give a - a interview per our
Department policy, is that correct?

Yes.
Regarding the incident that happened tonight?
Yes.

Well actually last night, yesterday. Okay, if you would, basically, first of all,
what unit were you, uh, working tonight? What was your call sign?

Charles 438.

Okay were you a single unit or did you have a partner?
I had an explorer.

Okay. And what unit were you driving?

I believe it’s 3925.

Okay. Okay and when you were working, were you in full, uh, Riverside
Police Department uniform?

Yes.
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Okay. Um, all right if you would, just kind of take me from when you first
got the call to respond out at the address of 10745 Cypress. Just kind of take
me from the beginning and - and if you would, just take me through the entire
incident.

Okay. I was driving west on Arlington, uh, approaching La Sierra when, uh,
the call came out. It was dispatched to Officer Putnam and, uh, Espinoza. I
looked on the computer and saw that it was in my beat. I know they sent them
to that call because they’re a two-man unit. So I'got on the radio and said,
“Show me in route for paper” justin case a call came out and there was paper
to be, uh, taken. Uh, I was first'to arrive on scene. As I, uh, um, I took La
Sierra south to Cypress and made a left on Cypress, whichis east. And, uh,
when I came to Cypress and Mitchell [ believe, that’s when I pr- uh, radioed,
uh, or | broadcast it that I was 97 in the area. I parked on the north side, um,
of the, uh, street on Cypress, probably like a house or two down from where
there was a lady that was actually flagging me down. She was outside in the
front, uh, waving - [ forgot which hand - but she was waving a hand flagging
me down. Parked my car. Walked up towards her and, uh, asked her, uh, you
know, what the problem was. | immediately saw that, you know, she had a
little bit of blood coming down from her nose. Um, her hair was a mess and
her mascara was coming all the way down, um, her face. And she had just
been crying and she told me that, um, I believe it was her husband or
boyfriend who had just, uh, um, hit her in the face and pulled her hair, over an
argument. Um, because she had found out that he was cheating on her. She
told me that he just got out of jail for, uh, um, a domestic violent inci-
domestic violence incident involving, uh, her and him. Um, so I started
asking, uh, just preliminary questions. ‘Cause I was waiting for my back-up.
As I was talking to her, I looked to my left and I saw, um, a man, uh, near a
car that was all the way down the dirt driveway of the house. And she
identified him as her, uh, either boyfriend or husband. Said, “That’s the one
who, uh, um, hit me. And he’s over there vandalizing my car.” Um, I could
see that he was taking stuff out of the, uh, um, the hood of the car was up. I
could see he was taking stuff out of the hood. Like I couldn’t make out what
he was taking out. The trunk was open a- also and he was taking stuff out. At
one point he saw me and I saw him. And he - he yelled something at me, but I
- I yelled back, “Hey, I can’t hear you, bud.” And uh, when he saw me and he
k- kept doing what he was doing, I - that’ when I hit my recorder, ‘cause I was
like, this doesn’t really feel right because here’s the police are out here and
she’s out here like this and he sees me and he’s still doing exactly what he’s
doing. Um, so I’m asking her, uh, just basic questions. Um, you know, she
said he hit her in the, uh, face and her nose. Pulled her hair. I asked if he had
any weapons on her - on him, uh, she said no. I asked if he had a gun on him
and she - she told me she didn’t think so. Um, I - I asked if he had a knife and
I don’t remember her answer, uh, to that question if he had a knife. Um, and
then after I was talking to her a little bit, that’s when, uh, partner Officer
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Espinoza and, uh, Putnam rolled up. Um, they came up and I had, uh, I don’t
even remember the lady’s first name. I have her, uh, um, stand outside in the
front. We all walk three in a line, with my explorer, uh, in the back of us.

Mm-hm.

Uh, towards the direction of the, uh, um, suspect. About halfway to where he
was at, um, that’s when I, uh, I told him, “Hey, come over here. We need to
talk to you.” He said something back to us, uh, I don’t remember exactly
what he said back, but um, you could tell that he wasn’t listening to our
commands. He looked at us, kind of mouthed something off, and I think - I
believe he said, “I didn’t do anything.” And uh, continued walking, um, east
along the car. Um, and he was doing the same thing he was doing. He had
tools in his hand. They looked like they were, uh, um, a mixture of, uh,
wrenches and, uh, sockets. [asked him to, uh, “to put those, uh, down.” And
uh, refused. We kept, uh, walking closer and that’s when, uh, um, he pulled a
knife out of his pocket. I don’t know which hand he used. I don’t know
which pocket it was. Just happened real fast. Put the knife, uh, to his neck.
Anduh, that’s when he, uh, said, you know, “Do you want me to - I'll just kill
myself” something to that affect. T was trying to downplay it and I just said,
you know, “l. don’t care, whatever.” ‘Cause I sometimes do that when I try to
deescalate a situation, I just try to downplay everything so I don’t have to get
into anything messy.

Mm-hm.

Um, I heard my partners next to me yelling, um, for him to drop the knife. 1
also gave him commands to drop the knife. He - he refused. At one point I
believe took that knife and threw it. Um, uh, to - in back of him. And, uh,
um, that’s when, uh, um, a Taser was deployed. I believe it was over my left
shoulder when that Taser was deployed. At the time I didn’t see who - who
deployed that Taser. All I heard was a Taser being deployed and the darts
going out. It looked like one of the darts had his upper torso and the other dart
went past him. It looked like he was, you know, shocked for a little bit but it -
it was so fast, um, it didn’t really ha- it wasn’t effective. Ididn’t - he picked
up, um, a white metal, uh, stick. But I didn’t see him, um, pick up that stick.
Because as soon as that knife came out, um, - backtracking a little bit - as...

Mm-hm.

...soon as that knife came out, I drew my gun. And my whole focus is - so
everything just went towards him. My whole focus was I’m just - I stood my
ground. There was like a little - like a medium size tree to my right. And I -
I believe my partners went over there to that tree, but there was no really good
cover for me to, uh, to stay at. So I stood where I was at. And my - the thing
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that was going through my mind is, okay, well he has a knife to his - his neck.
I was worried that he was going to come charging at us with that knife. Um,
so I was focused with my gun, uh, on him. And then, uh, so when he threw
that knife, that Taser was deployed. I saw that it was ineffective, and then all
of a sudden, the next thing I know I saw a metal rod being thrown at us. The
way he threw it, it wasn’t like lightly. It wasn’t like tossing it. He threw it
like someone throws a baseball. He threw it real hard. And it - it - Pm trying
to remember how exactly it came out, but I think it veered off to the right
when he threw it at me. And then, again, uh, from what [ remember, [ believe
he threw a second, uh, um, stick.. Oh I’'m sorry, let me backtrack.

Mm-hm.
I heard...
No problem.

...I' heard that, um, that rod hit the ground. And I heard it, uh, hit the noise
was just like, uh, metal hitting the ground. So at first I didn’t know what it
was when he was coming at me, but when it hit the - when it hit the ground I
knew it was metal. The stick was long. Um, so then I, um, what | remember
1s another stick was in his hand and he threw that at us. But at the same time,
I had - I believe I was the first shooter. I had shot first. And that’s when the
succession of shots, um, from my left, my right, my - I believe all partners -
everyone shot at the scene. And, um, at the time I didn’t know how many
shots I fired. Um, I was guessing like four or five, but, um, it was confirmed
that I shot five.

Okay.

Um, I can even demonstrate to you how I shot. And how I...

That’s okay.

...moved.

Okay.

Um, once, uh, when he - when he fell back, there was a, um, a part of the - |
believe it was a house had - had blocked my vision, um, of his upper torso. So
when he fell back, all I saw was his feet. So I had to move pos- walk - and 1
was w- as I was walking, I believe 1 was shooting at the same time. Um, as he
was falling. When I - when [ actually saw him on the ground, um, that’s when

I stopped firing. I saw - it looked like he was holding his knee with the one
hand and he was saying that he needed water. Um, after that | remember
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putting on the radio, uh, “Charles 438. Shots fired.” Um, and [ didn’t even
know - it was weird, because I - I didn’t even know there was, you know, a
group of people behind us until like a minute later when I turned around and
there’s a bunch of people yelling at us. Um, I was trying to take everything in
at the same time, but then the scene got ca- chaotic ‘cause a lot of people were
coming out of the woodwork. Um, so once we f- once we got more officers -
I believe is that Officer (Adcox) and, uh, his partner, 1 forgot who it'was. 1
went on the, um, driver’s side, uh, uh, of - I went onto the driver’s side of the
car and I - I held that position. And Ilooked down, uh, range and I was
covering because there was like a shed or a detached garage. I, uh, I held that
while officers came up and, uh, um, cuffed him. Um.

Okay.

So that’s basically, uh...

Okay.

Basically what happened.

Well good, 'l - I’ll take you back, kind of beginning when you got there.
Okay.

You - again, you immediately - you started talking to the female?

Yeah.

And she said she was basically beat up by this guy?

Correct.

She said she - and she had a bloody nose?

Correct.

Okay well she - did she appear that she was afraid of him?

Yes she was - she, uh, she was shaken up. She, um, you know, she was just
telling me how he just got out of jail and, um, I don’t remember if she told me
she was afraid of him, but just - but by looking at her, her face...

That’s what | mean by...

I - I can tell that, you know, she was - she was afraid and...
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Okay.
And she needed our help.

Okay. And you had said earlier that you, uh, you think you asked if he had a
knife on her and you can’t remember what she said, uh, on him I mean?

Right. I-1believe [ asked that. ‘Cause I - I always ask questions like...
Sure.

...that, you know, what - if this guy’s gonna fight us, you know, basic...
Mm-hm.

...questions like that. Uh, but I'don’t remember her response.

Okay could - could she have said yes, you just don’t remember?

Uh, she could have. I ju-Ijust...

Okay.

...I don’t remember.

All right. And then obviously your back-up gets there. You all - the three of
you, plus the explorer - the explorer is behind you.

Right:

You start walking up. And it’s about half way where you start conversing
with him, but he’s not really responding to you?

Right.

Okay. And when you - when you finally get to a point, um, where - let me
backtrack. He’s by the car, is that correct?

Correct.

When you first get - you’re - the closest point where you’re up to him, what
part of the car is he?

He’s, uh...
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Near the trunk or the front? Or...
He’s closer to the trunk.
Okay.
On the, um, right w- wheel well. Is that the...
Yeah I’ve been...
...(unintelligible).
...I’ve been there and I’ve seen it so.
Yeah.
The - the right - if you were looking straight at the car...
Mm-hm.
...he was standing kind of at the right - the rear right tire?
Correct.
Which would be the passenger side tire?

Yes.

Okay. How - how far are you away from him at - when you first start
conversing with him? Tell him to show his hands and all that?

Um, I think like about 30 feet.

Okay.

[ mean it’s easier for me to - if I - if [ look at an area...
That’s fine, yeah point to something.

It’s too - too small an area.

Too small?

Yeah.
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And I only want estimates. I’m not going to, you know, I just...
Yeah I’m not good at...
You do your best estimate.

Yeah. I would say an estimate of 30 feet.

Okay. Uh, at that point, you’re = you’re asking to s- he’s got tools in his hand,
right?

I believe it was his right hand that he had them.
Okay and he’s not dropping the tools? You guys are asking him?
Correct.

And finally he drops the tools and he grabs - where does he grab the knife
from? Do you see - do you see where it comes from?

No. It happened - he did it so fast, um, I don’t know what pocket or even if it
came from a pocket, or if it was from his belt. Or - I don’t know where it
came from.

But do y- can you describe the knife? What type of knife it was?

Yeah I believe it had a brown handle and it was like a three to five inch blade.

Was it a fixed knife or a folding, do you remember?

I think it was a folding - it looked like it was a folding knife. And, uh, from
what | remember, 1 think it - | heard that noise where it, you know, comes out.

So you heard - heard the click?
Yeah.

Did you s- did you see it by chance his - did you see him unfold it or
anything?

No. No.

But you heard a click?
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Yeah.

Okay. And immediately you saw it was a knife?
Yeah it...

Puts it right to his throat?

Puts it right to his throat.

Okay. And when he’s - when he’s got the knife to his throat, about how - are
you closer? Have you - has he gotten closer to...

Yeah.

...you, or you-to him?

Yeah. We’re - we’re about where that tree was at. Um, when he had put that
- we-were walking up and there’s like a tree, um, it’s like a medium size tree.
That’s the only way I can explain it. That was on my right-hand side. And as
we’re walking up, that’s when - that’s when he, uh, put the knife out and put it
to his throat.

Okay. Obviously you were closer than 30 feet at this point, at least, right?
Yes. Yeah definitely.

Were you half the distance maybe or?

[ was...

Can you estimate?

If I have an estimate I would say it’s probably from - probably from this table
to the end of that table.

Okay.
Yeah.
So that’s - that’s not even 20 feet. That’s less than 20 feet probably.

It could be even closer.
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Okay, all right. Um, he’s got the knife to his throat. What’s he saying at this
point?

“You want me to kill” - I think he was saying, “You want me to kill myself?”’
“I’11 just kill myself.”

And you said - you said earlier you were trying to diffuse the situation, tried to
calm him down?

Yeah. Yeah that’s why [ was like, “Bro I don’t care,” you know, like, “Come

39

on.

And even though you’re trying to diffuse the situation, are you concerned for
your safety?

It just - I narrowed in - I...

Mm-hm.

Once that knife came out and went to his throat it changed everything. Um, |
narrowed in onhim. I drew my gun. And I was focused on him now. ‘Cause
my concern was, okay yeah he has knife to his throat, but he still can come
with that knife and charge us. And I do know that, you know, it doesn’t take
much for him to close the distance from...

Right.

...you know, me and him with a knife before I even would...

You’re familiar that he was at - close enough to you where if he charges you...
Oh yeah, definitely.

Okay were you - were you worried about that?

Absolutely.

Were you scared about that?

Absolutely.

Okay. So you’ve got your gun pointed at you - at him, and he’s got the knife
to his throat, is that when he throws the knife?

Um...
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And he throws it down?

Yeah he throws it - looked like he threw it like - like towards the, uh, um, the
front - the front end of the car. And he threw it down. And then - and then a
pole came into play.

Okay.

I didn’t even see him pick that pole up.

Did he have the pole in his hand when he got tased? Or had he picked up the
pole yet?

I-Idon’t...

Can you remember?
...] don’t remember.
Okay.

Yeah. I remember the - I -1re- I mean I remember looking in the tase. It
looked like it was effective for like probably a second.

Mm-hm.
But then it di- because the other dart didn’t go through, it - it wasn’t effective
and then I don’t remember him picking up a pole or if he had it in his hand. |

do remember him throwing it at us.

And he threw - and he threw it directly at you, he was trying to throw it at
you, is that...

Yeah.

...correct?

That’s how I felt it was.

Okay.

It came - he threw it like a baseball.

Which hand did he have it in? Do you remember?
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[ believe it was his left, but I could be wrong.
Okay, you’re not sure?
[’m not sure.

Okay, that’s fine. Um, so he throws and - and you di- you described earlier,
you got up and you basically did like he was throwing a baseball?

Yeah.

And he threw it that hard at you?

Yeah.

Okay. And it just whizzed by your - your right side?

Yeah it, I believe it curved over to the right side and hi- and hit the ground and
that’s when I heard the clink.

Could you hear it whizz by you?

Uh, I d- I don’t even remember hearing the shots.
Okay. No, no, no the...

[-1-yeahI'm...

Okay, I got it.

...just saying that...

I understand what you’re saying.

Livs

Okay. But...

When - once the knife came out, my senses heightened up like tenfold and I
was like...

And then you...

I didn’t even - I didn’t even know where my partners were at.
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Right. You're...
I knew my explorer was somewhere behind me.
...focusing on this guy.
I didn’t know there was people around me. All ..,
You’re - is it safe to say you’re focusing because you’re concerned...
YeahI...
...for your safety?
Yeah it’s true what they say, you - you zero in and, uh...
Okay. Andthen you heard the clink, so you knew it was a metal bar?
Yeah.
Okay. And then he - he picks up another?

He - I-and I didn’t see him pick up that - I mean I may have seen it, but for
some reason [ can’t...

Oh...
...recallit.
...okay.

But yeah I didn’t - [ don’t even remember him picking up another one. I just
remember him, uh, another one and he was...

What did you believe was in his hand?

It looked - I - I knew it looked like another pole.
Another pole?

Another white pole, just like the one that he threw.

Did you believe it was another metal pole?
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Yes.
Okay. And he was getting ready to throw it at you again?

From what I recall, I - I thought he did throw it at me. Because it- the time
that he had that pole in his hand and I fired, it - it happened all at once.

Okay.

So I thought that he had thrown that pole at me and that’s when I fired off the
first round.

Okay.
So.
And why do - why did you fire?

Because I feared that that pole can do serious damage to myself or my
partners.

Right.

And; um, you know; even after the first pole I didn’t fire a round. But the -
and then he was going to do another one and yet he was surrounded by tools.
Um, the ta...

The...

I -1 already knew the Taser failed. Um...

We...

... was not going up to him, close to him, because I didn’t know what else he
had on him or what other weapons he had there.

Were you trying to defend yourself from that...
L.

...pole hitting you again?

Exactly.

Okay. And so you - did you fire a succession of shots? Do you remember?
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YeahI-1...

Or did - was there a pause at all?

[ don’t believe I had a pause. I -1 remember just - I remember shooting,
shooting, shooting. And as I was shooting I was - I was trying to, um, move
to my left. ‘Cause as he was falling down - but I n- T couldn’t move to my left
because someone was on my left shoulder.

Okay.

And so I didn’t want to keep going because crossfire.

And I believe you said earlier, but I want to confirm, you - you had no cover,
correct?

No.
He - you didn’t -'you were out in the open?

Yeah. Ithink - yeah. There - that - that tree was there and I believe Espinoza
and Putnam, uh, were already at that tree.

Okay. But you didn’t have anybody between you and...

No.

...him?

No. No.

Okay. How - was he advancing towards you at all, while he was doing this?
Um, I don’t think so. I -1 - he was just throwing - he was just throwing...
Okay.

...the poles.

All right.

Um.

All right and after you fired, did you see him go down?
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Yes.

Once you fired? And - and explain...

Well...

...again, you fired and then everybody fired also?

That’s the way it sounded to me. ‘Cause I know - I fired off the first round
and then a succession of rounds just kept going. Um, I remember him falling
back. And uh, we - we just kept firing as he’s falling back. And thenI -1
tried, you know, tried, you know, tried to pie that corner and once I was able
to sneak up and - and see that he was down, then I could see his hands and he
was hold- looked like he was holding his knee.

Okay.

So.

But you fired in - in a succession of shots? You’re talking a split a sec- just a
second or so?

Yeah.

Of - as far as shooting?

Yeah.

Right?

That’s - that’s the way I recalled it.

Okay. And then you were the one that - you were one of the ones that put out
on the radio?

Yeah I - I put out, uh, “Charles 438. Shots fired.” So that’s all [ put out.
Okay.
Yeah.

Do you remember him saying anything else during this whole i- incident?
Was he ever threatening you guys?
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[ don’t remember. It’s hard to - some of - some of the stuff that he’s - was
saying to us, it wasn’t - couldn’t understand what he was saying, but you
could tell he was pissed off.

Mm-hm.

I do remember him saying stuff like, “You know I didn’t do anything.” Um...
Did...

...but as far as like coherent sentences and exactly what he said, you know, 1
couldn’t...

But des- and describe his appearance to you? Was he angry, rage?

Pissed off. Yeah he was - you could tell he was pissed off. He was, uh, upset.
Um, I - I could tell from the beginning just by his body language, um, when
he looked at me and he yelled at me, and I didn’t know what he yelled. And
he kept doing what he was doing. Um, I could tell that he was ready, you
know, visibly upset so.

And he - he was never backing down from you guys?

Nope.

He was...

He was ignoring us and - and - in the beginning he was ignoring us and then -
then, you know, he threw those poles.

Okay. You got anything offhand?

[ - just curious if, uh, did the distance change between you and, um, and the
guy when the shooting happened? Or did you - were you guys still under 20
feet, do you think?

I think w- we were still under 20 feet. Um, I was trying to - I was trying to
move to the left...

Right.
...and get closer, but at one point I felt somebody was on my left side.

Okay.
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764 A And so I - I wasn’t going to look over to see who it was...
765
766  Wheeler: Mm-hm.
767
768 A ...and, uh, so I just kind of stopped. And then - and then kind of crept up a
769 little bit more. Um, ‘cause I felt the other officers coming and I was able to
770 go up there and see and, you know, yeah he was, you know, I saw - [ saw him
771 and that’s when I stopped firing.
772
773  Wheeler: Right.
774
775  A: So.
776
777  Wheeler: So shoot distance was around 20, but a little less maybe, right?
778
779  A: Yeah.
780
781  Wheeler: Okay.
782
783 A Yeah.
%4

3 Wheeler: I'think that’s about it.

786
787 Q: Regard - regard- and let - I just thought of something. Regarding the - the
788 pipes. You described the first one you actually put your arms out, can you
789 just = about how...
790
791 < A: Yeah it was...
792
793 Q: ...big that first one was?
794
795 A To me it looked pretty big. It looked like pr- this big.
796
797 -« Q: About three feet?
798
799 A Yeah I would say.
800
801 Q: Okay, how about the second one?
802
803 A: Couldn’t tell. Uh, I pro- I would think it’s - I think it’s a little bit s- uh,
804 shorter than the first pipe. Um, | do remember when he was throwing, I
805 remember the pipe, you know, twirling.

206

J7. Q: Mm-hm.

808
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A: Um, but again, I didn’t know what was thrown at me at the beginning until it -
I heard the metal hitting the ground.
Okay.
A: That’s when it...
Q: Did you - did you - I asked you if he had said anything to you guys, do you

remember cither yourself or the other officers, while he’s had this pipes, were
you telling him to drop those? ‘Were you giving him commands the entire
time?

A: The only commands, um, I gave him was to drop the knife.
Mm-hm.

A: Um, the pipe happened so fast, I didn’t even-have a chance to - to say
anythingabout the pipe.

Okay.
A: He threw the pipe and then it - it - I mean it happened so fast. I don’t
remember if my partner said anything about the pipes. I - I know for sure they

were telling him, giving him commands about the, uh, knife.

Q: Okay. Well, uh, I don’t have any other questions. Unless you have something
you might want to add that, uh, I might not of asked you?

A: No.

Q: No? Okay. Ifnot, I’'m going to go ahead and conclude the interview. It is
approximately, uh, 12:47 am.

transcription.
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