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On 02/21/17, at 5 a.m., Officer Espinoza was interviewed at the Magnolia Station regarding this
incident. | conducted the interview, along with Detective Wheeler. The interview was digitally
recorded and later downloaded to the department server. The following were also present
during the interview:

- Saku Ethir (Attorney for Officer Espinoza)

- Deputy District Attorney Chris Cook

- District Attorney Investigator Raymond Gayton-Jacob

Interview of Officer Espinoza
Prior to interviewing Officer Espinoza, his attorney Saku Ethir made
was following Riverside Police Policy and providing a statement per

Officer Espinoza was on routine patrol on 02/20/17 at appro
Riverside Police Unit 3545 and was partnered with Office
and Office Carmona was driving. They were assigned ca
Police Uniform.

sarthur Road near
side of Macarthur

Officer Espinoza said they were heading to the

gang activity, graffiti and narcotics acti ' 1 pped to see what they were
doing.

Officer Espinoza said that Offi f acted the driver and Garcia. He l
said he went around the front.of i ) ear of the other vehicle. He heard

rom Officer Carmona. Garcia was walking
na. He saw Garcia blade his body to the right so
( He saw Garcia turn his body and take out his right
tend his right arm towards Officer Carmona. Garcia

Officer Espinoza
backwards and

saw Garcia run approximately 10 to 15 feet down a driveway. Officer
the front of the police unit and lost sight of Garcia. He crossed the
ew of the suspect and kneeled behind a parked vehicle. He then saw
d. He yelled at Garcia to show him his hands. He saw Garcia get up ‘and

ared for his life. He said he fired approximately five shots at Garcia. He said he
if Garcia fired at him.

Officer Espinoza said that Garcia then jogged away from him in an eastbound direction towards
a fence. He saw Garcia blade his body again in his direction and saw his hand come up. He
said it was the same movement Garcia made when he shot at Officer Carmona. He believed
Garcia was still armed and was going to kill him so he fired approximately 10 to 15 rounds at
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Garcia. He said Gércia jumped over the fence and continued running. He did not chase after
Garcia because the other subjects were still behind them and he believed they may be armed.

Officer Espinoza said he performed two “combat reloads” during the shooting. He said that after
the first volley of shots he fired, he ejected his magazine and inserted a fully loaded magazine
inside. He said that after the second volley of shots he fired, he ejected his magazme and
inserted a fully loaded magazine inside. He said his gun never went empty. He
model 22, .40 S&W handgun.

Officer Espinoza said he did not get a very good look at the suspect
male Hispanic, 35 to 40 years old, 58" tall and approximately 2;
wearing a blue windbreaker jacket and a dark colored baseball ¢
kind of pants Garcia was wearing. He did not know what style“c
facial hair. | asked him if he could identify Garcia and he sai

The next day, Officer Espinoza positively identified Ga ort for details.

Officer Espinoza had no further information.
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INTERVIEW WITH OFC. RAMON ESPINOZA
Q=Det. Rick Cobb
Q1=Det. Rick Wheeler
A=Ofc. Ramon Espinoza
Al=Atty. (Saku Ether)

5:00 am. Uh, we’re at the Magnoli
interview with Officer Ramo

Number P17-032034. Also présent is Off Spinozs orney, (Saku
Ether), my partner, Detecti ty District Attorney,
(Chris Cook), and, uh i * (Raymond Gaiton-
Jacob). Uh, before we e i u want to give a statement?

form patrol i- riding - or driving a, uh, marked black-and-white police
cle. Officer Carmona was driving. I was passenger. Um, n- n- we were on
ur way back to - workin’ our way back to the station. I had a domestic

~ violence report that I needed to type up due to the fact that graveyard was

already out. Uh, we started - we talked about it and we started makin’ our way
back to Magnolia station to type. Uh, we were driving southbound on
MacArthur, approaching Garfield. Um, I observed a vehicle parked on the east
side of the street, facing northbound. The behicula- vehicle appeared to have
two male occupants inside the vehicle. One in driver’s seat. Uh, one in the
passenger seat. A - another male, standing outside the vehicle, appeared to be
in - standing in the left front quarter-panel of the vehicle. And a female, on the
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passenger side of the vehicle, uh - like, on the sidewalk. Uh, as we drove
southbound, due to increased activity in the area and that being our beat, uh,
we decided to stop and contact the subjects. Uh, 1 exited the passenger seat of
the vehicle, and I began flanking towards the rear of the vehicle. Due to the
fact that.the vehicle was occupied two times, there was a male standing on the
left front quarter-panel, and a female on the passenger side. Uk;.Offi

adv1sement such as, “Keep your hands on the steer
common for him when we’re conducting trafi
the hands clearly visible. Uh, then I heard hi
“Let me see your hands,” or something sirf
been standing outside of the vehicle, :
of the vehicle. Uh, he had his hands'in. ' ieve he was

e flash coming from his
my partner’s life, [ feared
that I had seen muzzle flash

at that point. Fired my duty

t. Um, the suspect then walked or ran in
driveway that runs east and west. He

muzzle flash and |
direction. At wh1

in tactical position, behind cover.-Uh, I still
aspect. Didn’t know his status. If he was still armed

f the Vehlcle Which were clearly fr1endly to him, ‘cause he had
standing, talkin’ to them. And the fact that the female was still
went across the street to the west side of the street, where I could

arly see down the long driveway, to keep eyes on the suspect. Uh, at which
nt, I saw him down, on the ground. Um, I then saw him movement. I
believe I gave him commands. Something similar to, “Let me see your
hands.” Uh, the suspect, at that point, kinda began turning his body
westbound. Kinda facing me. I saw his right arm start raisin’ again. Uh, due to
the fact that he had already fired at us and had attempted to kill us, I believed
that he was attempting to do that again. Attempting to kill us, due to, uh, fact
that he was not following commands and he wasn’t tryin’ to surrender. Um, in
fear for my life, I {- I fired another volley of shots. Um, the suspect then got
up and he began - I don’t recall exactly if briskly walking or tryin’ to run
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away - but continue in an eastern direction. Still away from us. Uh, at which
point, I remember him kinda blading his body and began to - raising his hand
again. Uh, believing that the - or knowing that the suspect, uh, was still
outstanding and was still - I believed that he was still tryin’ to kill us and harm
us, due to the fact that he had not stopped and his furtive movement was the

eastbound and then I lost sight of him. It sounded like |
northbound into one of those yards. Uh, I communic
Asked him if he was Code 4. If he was okay. Uh,
was good. Uh, believe I put out the first radi

od. At 'which point, we started

. I relayed most of the

ional units and once units started getting
we still had to secure the female and the

And you, uh - I can’t remember the word you said. So there was a- previous,
uh, criminal activity in the area?

There’s be a recent, uh - uh, increase of criminal activity in the area.

‘What kind of a- uh, activity has you - have you...
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Uh, we’ve been in- conducting...
...take...

...a lot of traffic stops in the general area. Um, been getting emails from
Captain reference, uh, just a increase in graffiti and homeles
gang activity in the general area of Hunt, Park. So we’ve
proactive, uh, approach. Contacting people. Especially
‘cause that’s when mo- it seems like most of the actj

Is there any narcotics activity?
Nacrotics...
Also, that you know of?

Correct.

'were two people in the car that you saw?

Anside.

Inside the vehicle?
That’s correct, sir.
Okay. Could you tell if they were male or female? Or...

Uh, they appeared both to be male Hispanics.
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Q: Okay. And there w- where was the primary suspect in this? The one that fired
at you?
A Uh, from what I recall, he was on the left front quarter-panel of the vehicle.
Q: Okay. So, um - uh, Officer Carmona’s driving. He gets - L

you kinda describe how he parked the car? Your vehic
relationship to the...

A: * In relationship to...
...suspect vehicle.

A: ...to the vehicle, yeah. He - he kind
would’ve liked to. Uh, I think
MacArthur, and we kinda saw
weren’t position in a tacti
Uh, but to explain bette

o A

>

d the front? ‘Cause Officer Carmona is contacting the people there. I
eve you used the word you flanked to the rear. Is - is - that’s - you headed
1p to the rear of the suspect vehicle, correct?

That’s correct.

Okay. Um, when you, uh - uh, prior to hearing a- any gunshots what
commands did you hear at all?

A: I heard Officer Carmona say something to the effect of, “Keep your hands on
the steering wheel,” and then I heard him - if I remember correctly, something
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to the effect of, “Let me see your hands.”

did you see - did you see what the primary suspect was doing at this point?
I’m gonna - I’m calling the primary the guy that was outside of the vehicle.

Yes.
Could you see what he was doing when these command

made?

vehicle, I didn’t have clear sight at the tim:
eyes on him. He had his - both of his h

I’m sorry. Go ahead.
All right. And then I saw him come out with his ri"ght hand.

When you say “blading,” um, does that mean - you said to the right. Does this
mean that the suspect has turned to his right and, I guess, half of his body is
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facing you?
A: That’s correct.
The right side of his body is actually facing you?

A: The right side of his body - if I remember correctly - was £
us. '

Away from ybu.
A: Or away from me.

Q: Okay. If you can, uh, kinda describe to
then I’ll describe it for the tape.

A: If I remember correctly...

Mm-hm.

suspect extend - fully extend his right arm. Um, pointing forward, towards
Officer Carmona.

Did he turn, uh, more to his right? Or did he...

_ At - at that - at that point, he - he began blading his body, turning his body the
opposite direction. So towards the left.

Q: Towards the left? Towards...
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Facing - basically, with his right arm pointing...

Teli you what, if you don’t mind, describe it for me again.
Yeah. -

I think that’s the bes;t way... |

No, that’s fine.

...and then I’ll describe it. That’s okay.

He was - he was bla- he was like this

1e shot, was that one quick action from pulling, uh - pulling
1s pockets?

id‘he immediately fire?

He immediately fired...

The suspect? |

...but it wasn’t - if I remember correctly, it - it wasn’t coming out. It was more
once he had the weapon, or his arm fully extended, and the weapon was

presented.

So he fully extended as if he was aiming at...
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A: Cor...
Q: ...one of you?

A: Correct.

Q: Okay. And then, uh, how many rounds do you think y.
suspect fire?

A: I think approximately two to three rounds.

Q: . Okay. And you saw a muzzle flash, correct

A: Yes.

Q: Okay. Coming...

A: And, uh, I saw approximat k ; ashes coming from his
right extended arm

Q: Carmona fired at that point?

A:

Q:

A: 1 don’t remember...

Q:

A:

Q: n’t remember, that’s fine. Uh, and then when you saw it, did yo

A:

Q: Okay. Wh- that’s when you had saw him extending. Did you actually see a
gun in his hand?

A No, I did not.

Q: Okay. But you saw the muzzle - obviously, we know you saw the muzzle

flash and you heard it. I just want to know if you actually physically saw...
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Correct,

...the gun.

I did not.
Okay. Um, do you remember approximately how man
At that...

At that point?

At that point? I believe I fired approxi
‘Okay. And I - again, this is a

Yeah.

I R S N I - R

Jm, so you fired approximately
away, or did he drop or what?

428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441 A
442
443
444
445
446 »
447 Q Oh, okay. All right. At that point, you’re behind the engine block. What did
448 you see the suspect doing at that point?

o xR

>

cause I didn’t know what the intentions were of - or if the occupants were
armed or anything. So I didn’t want to pass that position. So I went towards
the front of my poli- police vehicle. Behind a position of cover. Behind the
engine block.

450 A Uh, at that point, I lost sight. I didn’t have eyes on him.
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Okay.

A: Uh, at which point, I went to the rear of the police vehicle. Um, I tried looking
down and I still didn’t have eyes on him. I didn’t - I knew he had gone
eastbound on that driveway, but I couldn’t c- clearly see. At which point, I
had crossed the street, uh, onto the west sidewalk and got,
one of the park vehicles where I could clearly see down

Q: Okay. Is that when you saw the suspect again?
A: That’s correct.
Q: And what was he doing?
A: At that point, I saw him. He -
south side of the driveway.
Okay. And tell me wha
A: Uh, I believe I
which point, Ls:
in there or - or what he had. At which
that he had already, uh, fired at us, I
e was still attempting to kill us, and I
Q:
A:
Q-
A: e was tryin’ to get up. At w- at the same time as he’s getting up, he’s s-

ing to turn his body.
" And how - what were - what was his hands doing?
Uh, his hands were both kinda coming up.

Okay. In...

> e » R

I- in...
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Kinda in a shooting position, or...

Uh, i- they were just starting to come up, but they were coming up in my d-
direction. So facing westbound,

Was anybody giving commands to him at this point?

Uh, like I said, I - I believe I gave him, like, one or two

were telling him to do?
That’s correct. He...
Okay.
...disregarded.

And you obviously

Okay. Could you, uh, see or hear Officer Carmona fire at that point?
Uh, at that point, no. I could not. No.
Okay. All right. You’ve just fired. Tell me what the suspect does at this point.

He is able to fully get up and start kind of in a brisk walk or - or run i-
jogging, uh, continues eastbound through that driveway. Uh, away from me.
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Are you...
And...

Are you yelling at him or anything at that point?

Uh, not that I recall..

Okay. And then what does he do?

The suspect?

ne down and the fact that
ore and he’s turning his body
-still armed then, attempting to

Uh, at that time, I want to say approximately five to ten rounds.

Did you ever have to reload?

Uh, yes, I did. Uh, two combat reloads.
Two?

Yes, sir.
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Q: Okay. Let’s backtrack a little bit. Do you remember the f- where - where -
which, uh - uh, what part of the incident to you f- uh, do the first combat
reload?
A: Uh, I believed at the time - I believed that the first one had b

moved to the rear of my police vehicle. After I had - had
Mm-hm.

A: Um, at - while still at the scene, I saw both o
location where I did my second volley of shbts Sol-
had done it before I moved to across th
- the position of both magazines, it ap
the street.

Q: Okay. Uh, tell me f- uh, fort
reload?”

magazine v
needed

»exactly that I - I was topped off and I
in my weapon.

e xR » R

t the mag release, dropped the current magazine, retrieved another m- uh,
full magazine from my magazine pouch and insert it into the magazine well.

All right. And you’ve done that twi- you did that twice in the - during the
incident?

A: ‘ Correct. Uh, looking back, I - I b- believe I did it when I was there behind
cover, and then after I lost sight of the suspect. After it was done, or after I
had no more eyes on him. Uh, I did another combat reload to make sure I was
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‘topped off with a full fresh mag.

Q: So Basically what you’re sayin’, uh, your two magazines that are at the scene,
on the ground, they most likely had live rounds inside their magazine still?

Correct.
Okay. Your - your - your, uh, handgun never went to..,
Slide lock?

...Jock slide, right?

No.

suspect?

>

Uh, I did not. Just m

d to be a male Hispanic. Um,
, f- he was wearin’ - it looked like a blue

z R R

Okay. About how tall do you think he was?

Uh, I"d say between 5°8”, 5°10”. Heavyset. Uh, approximately - I’d say
approximately 230, 250.

How about hair? Shaved? Long? Short?

I couldn’t tell because of the hat.
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Okay. Um, any type of facial hair or anything that you saw?
A: Uh, I don’t - I don’t recall.

Q: Okay. During - at any point during this whole incident, did heléver sa
anything to you? Did he yell or scream or say anything?

A: No, not that I recall.

Q: Okay. And, uh, backtrack, I know - I do rem
black-and-white marked Riverside Police
full p- Riverside Police uniform. That is.wi

the incident, correct?

A: That’s correct.

QI
Ql suspect? Okay. All right.
You carry the Glock .22, correct?

That’s correct, sir.

Q1 Uh, let me think here. I think we covered most of it. Um...
Q: Yeah,
Ql: Yeah. I think we got most of it. Uh, what unit do you - were you guys drivin’

tonight?
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Uh, I believe it was 35 - either 35 or 35-45. I think 45.
What was your call sign tonight?

Uh, 3-R-40.

e e

Okay. Um, can you think of anything that might be impo
ask you that you’d like to add? - :

>

Uh, no sir.

se our spothghts Uh, it happened real
ated my spotlight or not.

A: It was dark. Uh, and there was some lighting from - um, but I don’t recall if it
was from the houses up front or street lighting.

Ql: Okay.

A: But it - it was pretty dark.
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The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submi
transcription.
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Okay.
I could reme- uh, could you; uh, identify the suspect if you saw him again?

I’m not sure if I could.




