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I then responded to Magnolia Police Station and assisted Detective Tillett with interviewing
witness officers See supplemental reports for additional information

Interview with Carlos Paredes on 103117at Orange Street Police Station

The following is a summary of my interview with Carlos Paredes Gallardo The interview was
audio recorded and the recording was retained in police records The first segment of the
audio is the conversation between Paredes Gallardo and me during the drive from the park to

the police station He spontaneously started talking about the incident and I activated my
recorder

Paredes Gallardo told me that he had never seen the parent SKennon before He heard that
he was a parent of a student and that that he was trying to get his daughter but did not have
custodial rights Paredes Gallardo said VLinda Montgomery was Kennonsdaughtersteacher
and he doubted there was any other relationship between Montgomery and Kennon

Paredes Gallardo described Kennon as an African American male that was about 62 tall He
described Montgomery as an old white lady that was probably close to retirement Paredes
Gallardo said that Montgomery didnt have a chance against Kennon unless the cops were able
to convince him to let her go or they just busted in and took him down quickly

110 Paredes Gallardo told me that he was a substitute teacher and was at the school volunteering

to help his wife with a virtual reality lesson for her students He helped her set up the lesson
They had lunch together and he planned to help her with a second lesson after lunch

Paredes Gallardo said he thanked God that the parent Kennon came in all crazy during the
perfect time of the day because all of the kids were at lunch He Kennon otherwise would
have walked into a class room full of 1 graders and the teacher Paredes Gallardo told me that
Kennon could have taken the kids hostage too The kids were at lunch and then were

evacuated

Paredes Gallardo said he would hopefully be fine physically by next week He hoped that the
teacher Montgomery was okay He said he didnt see her bleeding and didnt see Kennon hit
her Paredes Gallardo hoped that Kennon didnt hit women He said Kennon dragged
Montgomery back into the classroom Paredes Gallardo told me that Montgomery probably
was hurt a little bit when that happened He described Montgomery as being so frightened and
hoped that she stayed calm and saw that police officers were present

Paredes Gallardo told me that he felt he now needed to take selfdefense classes He told me

that he had never fought before and had never been a violent person or felt the need to fight
He told me he now realized that sometimes a person had to resort to violence or a physical
means We then talked in general about him being caught off guard and having to react to the
situation
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Paredes Gallardo told me that Kennon was so mad and had a look in his eye He felt Kennon

already had an idea because he didnt attempt to just talk to the teacher and then get mad
Paredes Gallardo said Kennon wanted the kidnapping because when Paredes Gallardo
distracted him Montgomery escaped and went outside by the lunch tables Kennon could have
talked to her there but he chose to drag her back into the classroom and close the door
Paredes Gallardo felt Kennon wanted the kidnapping and maybe thought they were then going
to give him his daughter Paredes commented that it didnt make sense

He said when he was at the hospital he saw the incident was on the news and saw the
helicopter circling the school He mentioned it was on split screen with an incident that
occurred in Manhattan

I asked Paredes Gallardo if he was in pain and he told me that it hurt a little He said he was
going to cry if he heard something happened to the teacher He described himself as an
emotional person He said he made a splitsecond decision that he wouldntforget He told me
that he would be okay with it but that he did choose self preservation versus helping the old
lady

Paredes Gallardo said the Principal was really involved and mentioned that she was at the
recent Las Vegas shooting and had survived but was still recovering mentally He said her first
name was Tiffany but he could not remember her last name He thought it was her second year
at the school and he said that she gave him a hug when she saw him with his injuries at the
park

Paredes Gallardo said that Kennon punched him Paredes tried to go after Kennon and tried
choking him Kennon got Paredes off of him and punched him again

We arrived at Orange Street Police Station and Detective Tillett joined us in the interview room

Paredes Gallardo gave me his full name and date of birth He said his wife was a second grade
teacher He was at the school Castle View Elementary to volunteer in helping her with a
virtual reality lesson He said he then brought back KFC to her classroom and they ate lunch
They heard the announcement regarding the campus lock down He said his wifes classroom
was adjacent to the involved teachersclassroom They saw the principal and asked her what
was going on The principal told them that there was a teacher and a man inside a classroom
and that the man had both doors closed The principal told him that she couldntget the door
open and that she didnt know what was going on

Paredes Gallardo told us that he tried to help He opened the classroom door and saw that the
man tried to barricade the door He told us that the principal had not pushed hard enough to
get the door open Paredes Gallardo was able to push open the door The man Kennon
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looked surprised and came toward Paredes Kennon asked Paredes Gallardo who is was and
why he was there Paredes Gallardo asked him if he needed help and what was going on
Kennon then sucker punched Paredes Gallardo in the face Paredes Gallardo clarified that he
opened the back door of the classroom When Kennon hit Paredes Montgomery walked out
the front door to the lunch area Kennon followed Montgomery and Paredes Gallardo followed
him shortly after He then saw Montgomery sitting down in front of Kennon Kennon was on a
bench and had his right arm wrapped around Montgomerysneck Paredes Gallardo was scared
Kennon was going to choke her out or snap her neck

Paredes Gallardo said he couldntsee waiting for help as a solution and decided to take action
Paredes Gallardo thought Kennon was vulnerable because his arms were around Montgomery
Paredes Gallardo put his arm around Kennons neck Kennon either pushed him or knocked
him to the ground and hit him numerous times in the face Paredes Gallardo was on the ground
and covered himself with his arms Kennon was focused on Montgomery and left Paredes
Gallardo there on the ground Paredes Gallardo said Kennon probably thought he would just
stay on the ground

Kennon then dragged Montgomery to her classroom He estimated the distance to be

approximately 25 feet Paredes Gallardo got up and walked toward them trying to figure out
what to do next He saw a male custodian walking toward him and wanted to know if the
custodian would help him The custodian told Paredes Gallardo to let them go and that he
couldntdo anything about it He further advised Paredes Gallardo not to get involved Paredes
Gallardo said he was of no help and was not a physical match for Kennon Kennon was taller
bigger and angrier Kennon dragged Montgomery to the door and Paredes Gallardo was still
right there Kennon looked at Paredes Gallardo to measure if he dared to try again Paredes
Gallardo did not try again Kennon got Montgomery into the room and closed the door As far
as he knew they were still there

Paredes Gallardo went to the nurses office and cleaned himself up He then went to the

hospital

I asked Paredes Gallardo to describe the announcement that was made He said the teachers

were directed to lock their doors and to get the children they were responsible for to safety
Paredes Gallardo said he was initially confused because he didnt know what it was about He
said if they had been in a different classroom they would not have known but they were right
there

Paredes Gallardo said he had never seen the custodian before I asked him how he knew that

Kennon was having a custodial issue with his daughter He said he heard it from the

administration staff He said he heard that Kennons daughter was there and that he was not
the custodial parent and was not allowed the removal of his daughter from the campus He said
Montgomery was his daughters teacher
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Paredes Gallardo said Kennon made his way through the front office Thepeople in the front
office would have been the people to tell Kennon that he could not take his daughter The
teacher would not have told him He said there were only a bunch of women in the front office
They didnt have weapons and they couldnt stop him He said both his wife and the principal
called the police Kennon was already barricaded when the police arrived

Paredes Gallardo said that before the first time Kennon punched him he asked him who he was
and why he was there Paredes Gallardo responded and then was hit in the face by Kennon
Paredes Gallardo remembered hearing someone yelling for Kennon to let the teacher go and
yelling at Kennon not to hit him Kennon was not in a state to listen and didnt listen to anyone
He said he hoped Kennon came out peacefully He said he knew there were professional
negotiators there He said it would mean the teacher and the staff would be safer if Kennon
gave up He said Kennon might decide to do something more drastic and more violent Paredes
Gallardo said that he didnt see Kennon with any weapons but that he was physically very
strong Kennon was wearing a brown hoodie and had tattoos on his collar bone His clothing
was baggy He said he might have had a backpack but Paredes Gallardo did not see it He
thought it might be inside the classroom Kennon made no threat to him with a gun or a knife
Paredes Gallardo didnt hear Kennon say anything to Montgomery

Paredes Gallardo knew Montgomery taught the 1 grade He said his wife didnt know her
because they didntwork together and his wife taught 2 grade He said Kennon was at least 6
tall and had a medium build He was a black male and he could see that Kennon had tattoos on

his upper chest

Paredes Gallardo said it seemed as if Kennon wanted to kidnap Montgomery She was already
outside and he could have hurt her there He took the time and effort to drag her back into the
classroom He said Montgomerysbutt was on the ground and her pants were pulling down
from the friction from the ground Kennon dragged her about 25 feet When he punched

Paredes Gallardo Montgomery did not get up Kennon had her in a choke hold and dragged
her into the classroom They were both facing him as she was dragged backward by Kennon
and he backed into the doorway She did not fight against him and appeared frozen with a
terrified look on her face Paredes Gallardo said Montgomery saw what Kennon did to him and
probably realized she shouldntfight She knew her age and the physical difference between
them She knew he would not hesitate to use physical force and probably decided to wait for
the police

Paredes Gallardo said as soon as Kennon hit him in face he started bleeding He said he bled a
lot and the blood in the pod area was his blood He also bled in the classroom He did not see
the teacher Montgomery bleeding I asked him about the injury on his hand and he said it may
have happened when he tried to put Kennon in a choke hold Kennon may have grabbed his
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hand and scratched him but he could not say for certain Paredes Gallardo said he never
punched Kennon He didnt know Kennonsname and did not know his daughtersname

Paredes Gallardo said that teachers usually photographed their rooms at the beginning of the
school year and the police might be able to get the layout of her room from the photos He also
talked about the possibility that the doors to the classrooms may not be locking properly He
said he did notice that there was a flipped over desk and that there was a table on its side by
the front door when he walked through the room

Paredes Gallardo said he hoped the police could save the teacher He said at this moment he
didnt have much compassion for the guy Kennon Paredes Gallardo said if Kennon let her go
that he would forgive him

The interview was concluded

Additional

I spoke to Heather Pollack with Riverside County CPS She told me there were no referrals
regarding Kennon and his daughter

On 11117 I spoke to Paredes Gallardoswife on the phone to ask about his welfare She said
they were going to their own doctor to get his nose checked as it appeared to be displaced
approximately 5mm

No further information


