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1. Presentation Outline 

• Why are we here? 

• Why the Project? 

• What is an EIR? 

• What is next? 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening, I am Steve Hayes, City Planner for the City of Riverside.
Thank you very much for having us here tonight, with special thanks to Mr. Garcia of the Casa Blanca CAG for fitting us in to your agenda tonight.
Before I turn over tonight’s presentation on the Overlook Parkway/Green Orchard Place/Crystal View Terrace Traffic Sturdy and related draft Environmental Impact Report to the City’s hired independent consultants, I first wanted to alert the group of the study and explain the purpose of undertaking the study, why we here tonight presenting this progress update and, finally, how you all can be involved by providing comments relative to the study and the Draft EIR day forward.  
Why are we here?
 
City Staff and our consultants from RECON Environmental and Iteris have been asked, by Councilmember Davis to talk to you about the release for public review the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on the Crystal View Terrace/Green Orchard Place/Overlook Parkway traffic study.
 
What is the project?
 
The Crystal View Terrace/Green Orchard Place/Overlook Parkway Project EIR provides a completely objective, informational analysis of the environmental impacts of removing the gates currently located on Crystal View Terrace and Green Orchard Place and the impact of such removal on traffic in the area with or without the completion of the remaining segments of Overlook Parkway.  This informational analysis is provided so you, the public, as well as the City Council can have the best objective information to make an informed decision on the appropriate action.
 
Why an EIR?
 
An Environmental Impact Report was required because current and prior iterations of the City’s General Plan Circulation Plan showed a complete connection of Overlook Parkway from Alessandro to Washington Street, specifically as a means to get an increasing number of motorists from the subject area of the City to State Route 91 (SR 91).  As development has occurred in the area, gates were required on Crystal View Terrace and Green Orchard Place to prevent cut through traffic on these smaller residential roadways until such time as Overlook Parkway can be completed.  For these reasons, it was deemed an appropriate time by the City to undertake a study to look at different scenarios for regional circulation in the southeasterly quadrant of the City. Overlook Parkway is and has been planned to accommodate this regional traffic as noted in the General Plan 2025.
 
 
What is next?
 
As part of the presentation tonight, Lisa Lind of RECON will provide details as to how your comments can be heard through the public comment and future public hearing process.  All comments from meetings such as this, as well as any future public meetings and any written responses are required to be addressed in writing and included in the record when the City Council considers this study and related EIR at a public hearing.  So while we may not be able to respond to all of your questions tonight, please be assured that your questions and comments will be addressed and acknowledged as part of the overall EIR process.  I also want to emphasize that tonight’s presentation is intended solely to provide you with objective information.  In no way should it be construed that the City or consultant is advocating a position or preference for any particular scenario and the City or the consultants have no preconceived notions as to a potential outcome.
 
At this point I would like to turn the presentation over to Lisa Lind from RECON Environmental to explain the EIR process and how all of you can participate in this process.
 





Arts & Innovation 

Crystal View Terrace/Green Orchard Place/Overlook Parkway Project 

2. Presentation Outline 

• Project Description Overview  

• Overview of EIR Process  

• Issues addressed in the Draft EIR  

• Schedule and Public Comments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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3. Terms 
• CEQA = California Environmental Quality Act 

– Inform public and decision-makers 
– Environmental impacts  

• EIR = Environmental Impact Report 

• Project = Action 

– Four circulation scenarios 
• Impacts = Physical Change 

• Mitigation = Measures to avoid, minimize or 
compensate for impacts 
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4. Project Vicinity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Purpose of the project: to help resolve potential vehicular circulation issues associated with the gates on Crystal View Terrace and Green Orchard Place, address the connection of Overlook Parkway easterly to Alessandro Boulevard, and potentially provide for a connection to the SR-91
Project Background: 
Overlook Parkway is an east-west arterial on the GP 2025 but is not currently connected in two areas
Gates are required to be in place on Green Orchard Place (TM-29515) and Crystal View Terrace (TM-29628)
Unique aspects, also make the project and EIR complex:
Large project vicinity – studied 28 intersections and 39 links, or roadway segments
Four Scenarios provide the City an opportunity to consider options related to the circulation system and the timing and coordination of roadway improvements. The scenarios consider the status of the gates, the connection of Overlook Parkway, and a new connection to SR-91. Specifically, the scenarios consider whether the gates remain closed or can be removed prior to the connection of Overlook Parkway, and the redistribution of traffic as a result of new roadway connections. 
There is no preferred scenario
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5. Scenario 1 

Gates closed to through traffic 
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6. Scenario 2 

Gates removed 
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7. Scenario 3 

Gates removed, Overlook Parkway 
connected 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
.
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8. Scenario 4 

Gates removed 
Overlook Parkway 
connected 
Western extension 
(Proposed C Street) 

 



Arts & Innovation 

Crystal View Terrace/Green Orchard Place/Overlook Parkway Project 

9. All Scenarios 

Scenario 1 – Gates closed Scenario 2 – Gates removed 

 

Scenario 3 – Gates removed, 
Overlook Connected 

 

Scenario 4 – Gates removed, Overlook 
Connected, Proposed C Street 
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10. Draft EIR 

Draft EIR Available at: 

• Libraries:  

1) Downtown Library, 3581 Mission Inn  

2)Casa Blanca Branch Library, 2985 Madison  

3)Orange Terrace Branch Library, 20010-A Orange Terrace  

• Planning Division: 3900 Main Street 

• City Website: www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp 

http://www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp
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11. Draft EIR 

www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp 

http://www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp


Arts & Innovation 

Crystal View Terrace/Green Orchard Place/Overlook Parkway Project 

12. Table of Contents 

Materials for review: 

Understanding CEQA 

 

 

FAQ 

 

 

 

Draft EIR 

 

Which scenario is recommended?  
A preferred scenario has not been identified or 
recommended.  

What happens after the Public Review Period? 
Responses are prepared for the comments 
received on the draft report. Based on the 
comments received, revisions to the EIR may be 
made.  
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13. Table of Contents 

• Executive Summary 

•Project Description 

• Environmental Setting 

• Impact Analysis 

•Alternatives 

• Cumulative Impacts 

•Growth Inducing Impacts 
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14. Environmental Issues 

3.1 Agricultural Resources 

3.2 Air Quality 

3.3 Biological Resources 

3.4 Cultural/Historic/ 
Paleontological Resources 

3.5 Geology/Soils 

3.6 Greenhouse Gases 

 

3.7 Energy Use and     
Conservation 

3.8 Hydrology/Water 
Quality/Drainage 

3.9 Land Use/Neighborhood 
Character 

3.10 Noise 

3.11 Traffic/Public Safety 
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15. Draft EIR 

•Conclusions for all four scenarios 

– No impact 
– Less than significant 
– Less than significant with mitigation 
– Significant and unavoidable 

•Impact Statement examples 
People and structures would not be exposed to seismic hazards, and no impact would 
occur.  
 Compliance with existing regulations would reduce impacts to expansive soils, and impacts 
would be less than significant.  
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16. Timeline 

Public Review 
•Community Meetings - Dec. 

12th and 13th 
•Transportation 

Board/Planning Commission 
- Jan. 9th 

•Comments due -Feb. 1st 

Revise Draft EIR 
•Review Comments 
•Respond to Comments - 

Feb-Mar 
•Prepare Final EIR - Mar 

Final EIR 
•Planning Commission - 

Spring 
•City Council Hearing - 

Spring 

• 60 days (December 4, 2012-February 1, 2013) 

• January 9, 2013 Workshop 

• Deadline:  February 1, 2013 
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17. Public Review 

• Written comments on adequacy of the Draft EIR 

• hand-delivered or mailed to the Planning Division 
located at 3900 Main Street, 3rd Floor, Riverside, CA 
92522 

• e-mailed to DIJENKINS@riversideca.gov 

• submitted at meetings 

• Planning Commission and City Council meetings 
in Spring 2013 

mailto:DIJENKINS@riversideca.gov
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18. Public Input 

• Speaker forms hand in tonight  

• Comment forms, letters, or email: 
City of Riverside Community Development/Planning  

3900 Main Street, Riverside, CA 92522  
Attn: Diane Jenkins, DiJenkins@riversideca.gov 

• Project webpage with Draft EIR 
www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have saved time to listen to some comments tonight. You are familiar with the
Because you have other items to discuss tonight, we do anticipate that most questions can be written and e-mailed or mailed to the City in order to keep their meeting on track

mailto:DiJenkins@riversideca.gov
http://www.riversideca.gov/planning/eir.asp
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