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AMENDED  

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 
Date: December 1, 2009 
To:  Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties 
Project Title: Riverside North Aquifer Storage and Recovery Project 
Lead Agency: City of Riverside Public Utilities Department 
Address: 3901 Orange Street, Riverside, California, 92501 
City Contact: Max Rasouli  Phone:  (951) 826-5574 
 
The City of Riverside (Riverside) has determined that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is 
necessary for the Riverside North Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project (the “Project”) 
located in the City of Colton.  Riverside is the Lead Agency for the Project and will prepare the 
EIR under the terms and requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the implementing Guidelines of the California Environmental Quality Act (“Guidelines”).  In 
addition, the City of Colton (Colton) is considered a responsible agency due to the location of 
the Project.   
 
The purpose of this notice is: 1) to amend the previous Notice of Preparation (NOP) as 
distributed October 27, 2009, to potential Responsible Agencies as required by Section 15082 
of the CEQA Guidelines (see “Project Modifications” discussion on next page); and 2) to advise 
and solicit comments and suggestions specific to the project description amendments herein 
regarding the preparation of the EIR, environmental issues to be addressed in the EIR, and any 
related issues, from interested parties other than potential Responsible Agencies, including 
interested or affected members of the public. The City requests that any Responsible or Trustee 
Agency responding to this notice respond in a manner consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 
15082(b). We request that your agency review and submit written comments on the scope and 
content of the environmental information provided in the amended Notice of Preparation, as 
relevant to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project.  You 
need not resubmit or restate previously provided NOP comments. Please note that, for any 
identified potential environmental impacts, your agency is requested to provide recommended 
alternatives, mitigation measure(s) and associated monitoring requirements, if any.   
 
30-DAY AMENDED NOP REVIEW PERIOD: In accordance with CEQA and City procedures, 
your agency is requested to provide a written response to this amended NOP within the 30-day 
NOP review period between December 7, 2009 and January 7, 2010. The City will 
incorporate relevant issues and information into the Draft EIR as identified in the NOP and 
amended NOP responses throughout the EIR process. Please note that the content and 
timeliness of your NOP comments may limit your ability to challenge the EIR. Please indicate a 
contact person in your response and send your response to the following: 
 

Mr. Max Rasouli 
City of Riverside Public Utilities Department 

3901 Orange Street 
Riverside, CA 92501 

Phone (951) 826-5574 
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I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Riverside North Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Project is located in the southern 
portion of the City of Colton, south of the Interstate 10 and East M Street, west of the Interstate 
215 and adjacent to the Santa Ana River.  The project proponents include the City of Riverside, 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District (SBVMWD), Western Municipal Water District 
(WMWD), and the City of Colton.  The Project is designed as a conjunctive use project, which 
includes the construction of groundwater recharge facilities (inflatable rubber dam, groundwater 
recharge basins, and conveyance pipelines), a community park (includes passive recreational 
trails, water features, and a pedestrian bridge over the Santa Ana River), and needed 
infrastructure improvements such as the realignment of Fogg Street, provision of a 32-foot wide 
utility corridor across the Santa Ana River (contained within the rubber dam footprint), and 
reservation of right of way for an eventual railroad line re-alignment.     
 
The Project’s intended purpose includes construction/expansion of infrastructure within the 
Project area, development of recreational facilities on the portion of the Project owned by 
Colton, improvement of groundwater quality within the Riverside and Colton groundwater 
basins, and the creation of additional groundwater recharge basins along the Santa Ana River.  
Additional information about the project can be found at the following web address:  
http://www.riversideca.gov/utilities/water-nasr.asp  Copies of the original Notice of 
Preparation distributed on October 27, 2009 are located at the following web address: 
http://www.riversideca.gov/utilities/pdf/water/2009/Final%20Expanded%20NOPr.pdf 
 
II. PROJECT MODIFICATIONS PROPOSED 
 
Off-Stream Recharge Component 
The original Notice of Preparation identified up to 24 acres of groundwater recharge basins 
within the off-stream portion of the project.  These basins have been expanded by 
approximately 4 acres, utilizing the proposed railroad ROW (refer to Exhibit 1, Project 
Modifications).  This expansion would occur if either the railroad operator opts out of using this 
area, or plans for re-alignment are delayed for several years.  This increase in basin area would 
allow an additional 300 to 1,500 acre-feet per year1 of water to be available to replenish the 
Colton/ Riverside groundwater basin over what was previously stated.   
 
Fogg Street ROW 
As previously identified in the Notice of Preparation, Fogg Street is proposed for realignment 
through the project area.  As depicted in Exhibit 1, Project Modifications, the previous exhibit did 
not identify the Fogg Street extension across the existing railroad tracks and connecting to Fogg 
Street at the intersection of 8th Street.  This modification has been clarified in Exhibit 1. 
 
Public Meeting:  
A public meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2009 from 1:30 to 2:30 pm at the City 
of Riverside Public Utilities Department, 3901 Orange Street, Riverside, CA 92501.  Should you 
have any questions or comments regarding this Amended Notice of Preparation, please contact 
Max Rasouli, Water Resources Manager at (951) 826-5574. 

                                                           
1 Dependant on hydrologic conditions within the river and amount of rainfall within a given year. 
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