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13. Public Services   

  v) Other public facilities?     

 
Due to the nature of the Project, which is to help the City revitalize older parts of the
community including upgrades to deficient infrastructure and community facilities and to
revitalize Project Area neighborhoods in cooperation with the voluntary participation of the
residents and businesses, it is reasonable to conclude that no significant adverse impacts will
occur on other public facilities as a result of adoption of the Plan for the Project.  
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14. Recreation  

 a) Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be
accelerated? 

    

One of the ongoing purposes of the Plan is to focus on neighborhood revitalization in the Project 
Area in cooperation with Project Area property owners and businesses.  Accumulated population
growth may lead to an accelerated for recreational facilities.  However, future projects within the
Project Area will be consistent with the General Plan 2025.  Furthermore, impacts on recreational
facilities due to redevelopment activities will, most likely, be positive in nature, because these
activities may include the construction or rehabilitation of community facilities within or for the 
benefit of the Project Area to offset any deficiencies that may currently exist.  Therefore, it is
reasonable to conclude that the Project will have a less than significant impact on, and should not
substantially accelerate the deterioration of, park and recreational facilities in the Project Area. 

 b) Does the project include recreational
facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which
might have an adverse physical effect
on the environment? 

    

See the discussion in 14. a) above, which is incorporated here by reference. Should the Agency
determine to meet its revitalization goals by assisting in the improvement or development of 
community facilities within or for the benefit of the Project Area, recreational facilities may
experience positive rather than adverse effects.  The Plan for the Project does not propose any site
specific projects, including community facilities projects, because no such projects have been 
identified and funds have yet to be appropriated.  Over the life of the Plan, the Agency will 
implement many projects and programs, as it has done in the past, including development or
rehabilitation of structures, economic improvements to encourage job creation, infrastructure
improvements to water and wastewater systems, curb and gutter and traffic systems, as well as
community facilities improvements.  When such projects may be proposed is not yet known;
however, impacts from such activities are anticipated to be less than significant. 
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15. Transportation/Traffic  

 Would the project: 
 a) Cause an increase in traffic which is

substantial in relation to the existing
traffic load and capacity of the street
system (i.e., result in a substantial
increase in either the number of vehicle
trips, the volume to capacity ratio on
roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

    

Implementation of the Plan Amendment over the life of the Plan could accelerate the anticipated
affects on existing traffic and circulation conditions on roadways within and adjacent to the Project
Area, increasing trips per day due to increased use of underutilized parcels and development of
undeveloped land.  However, the Plan is required, as a matter of law, to conform to the City's 
General Plan.     
 
Based on the foregoing, in an abundance of caution, the EIR will review traffic and circulation at the 
programmatic level based upon the potential for redevelopment of the Project Area as described in
the Project Description of this Initial Study.   

 b) Exceed, either individually or
cumulatively, a level of service standard
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated
roads or highways? 

    

As discussed in Section 15. a) above, based upon a potential increase in average daily trips as the
result of implementation of the Plan for the Project, roadway segments could be impacted and an
overall cumulative increase in Project-related vehicle trips may decrease the levels of service (LOS)
of roadway segments to levels below established standards.  However, the Plan is required, as a 
matter of law, to conform to the City's General Plan.        
 
Based on the foregoing, in an abundance of caution, the EIR will review levels of service at the 
programmatic level based upon the potential for redevelopment of the Project Area as described in
the Project Description of this Initial Study.   

 c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns,
including either an increase in traffic
levels or a change in location that results
in substantial safety risks? 

    

The Plan for the Project proposes no site specific development/redevelopment projects for Agency 
assistance at this time and is not anticipated to cause any changes that would result in substantial
safety risks.  The Plan is required, as a matter of law, to conform to the City's General Plan.  As
such, individual projects will be evaluated on a case by case basis.  No further environmental
assessment is required at this time. 
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15. Transportation/Traffic  

 d) Substantially increase hazards due to a
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

One of the purposes of the Project is to eliminate incompatible land uses within the Project Area,
upgrade infrastructure and public facilities and help implement the goals and objectives of the 
General Plan within or for the benefit of the Project Area. As part of Project implementation, the
Agency hopes to assist infrastructure improvements by assisting development of new, and
upgrading existing, roadway infrastructure within the Project Area. This could help to remediate 
circulation safety hazards such as dangerous intersections instead of exacerbating such hazards.
The Project is anticipated to have no significant adverse impacts in this regard and no further
environmental assessment is required. 

 e) Result in inadequate emergency
access? 

    

As discussed in Section 15. d) above, and other parts of this Initial Study, one of the purposes of
the Project is to help with roadway infrastructure improvements to eliminate possible circulation
safety hazards such as dangerous curves and intersections, and to improve emergency access.
Additionally, all Project-related activities implemented as a result of Project must be in compliance 
with all emergency access requirements outlined in the General Plan, as well as with all local,
regional, State and federal emergency plans.  Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude the Project will
have no significant impact on, and will not result in inadequate emergency access.  No further 
environmental assessment is required in this regard. 

 f) Result in inadequate parking capacity?     

The increases in commercial and industrial development activities that might occur as a result of
Project-related, site-specific, development/redevelopment activities may require new parking
facilities in accordance with current City zoning requirements.  Such facilities will be integral
components to individual projects.  As site-specific, development/redevelopment projects are 
identified and assessed of potential impacts in this regard, additional in-depth environmental 
analysis and appropriate mitigation measures may be required on a project-by-project basis. 
Because no specific development projects are known at this time, and because City zoning will
regulate project-specific parking requirements, the Project will have a less than significant impact on
parking capacity and no further environmental assessment is required in this regard. 

 g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs supporting alternative
transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle
racks)? 

    

All Project-related activities are required to be in compliance with the General Plan, the Zoning
Code, and all other applicable regulatory requirements, including those contained in the Regional
Transportation Plan. No significant adverse impacts are anticipated to occur with respect to alter-
native transportation policies, plans or programs and no further environmental assessment is
required in this regard. 
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16. Utilities and Service Systems 

 Would the project: 
 a) Exceed wastewater treatment

requirements of the applicable Regional
Water Quality Control Board? 

    

All future Project Area development/redevelopment-related projects will be subject to the normal 
development review process for evaluation of demands on wastewater and storm drain systems,
and water usage.  The Amendment proposes no site-specific projects for implementation, because 
such projects have not yet been identified and no funding yet exists.  As future site-specific projects 
are proposed within the Project Area for development or redevelopment, and reviewed for their 
specific potential environmental impacts in compliance with CEQA requirements, additional project-
specific CEQA analysis and ensuing specific mitigation measures may be required as a condition of
such development/redevelopment project approval.  It is not within the scope of this Project, as
proposed, in any way affect local, regional, State or federal wastewater guidelines, standards,
codes, ordinances, and regulations.  As a matter of conformance to the City’s General Plan,
development/redevelopment projects arising as a result of adoption and implementation of the
Project cannot exceed regional water quality control board treatment requirements. No significant
adverse environmental impacts are anticipated to occur as the result of adoption and 
implementation of the Plan for the Project. 

 b) Require or result in the construction of
new water or wastewater treatment
facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

    

All existing and future Project Area development/redevelopment-related projects will be subject to 
the normal development review process for evaluation of demands on wastewater and storm drain 
systems, and water usage.  As future site-specific projects are proposed within the Project Area for
development or redevelopment, and reviewed for their specific potential environmental impacts in
compliance with CEQA requirements, additional project-specific CEQA analysis and ensuing 
specific mitigation measures may be required as a condition of such development/redevelopment
project approval. No significant adverse environmental impacts are anticipated to occur as the result
of adoption and implementation of the Plan for the Project. 

 c) Require or result in the construction of
new storm water drainage facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects? 

    

The Amendment proposes no site-specific projects for implementation, because such projects have
not yet been identified and funds have not been appropriated.  Until such time as such implementation 
projects are proposed for Agency assistance, it is unknown and cannot be reasonably predicted if,
when or where new storm drainage facilities or expansion of existing facilities might be required or
what significant environmental effects may occur.  All existing and future Project Area 
development/redevelopment-related projects will be subject to the normal development review
process for evaluation of demands on wastewater and storm drain systems, and water supply usage.
As future site-specific projects are proposed within the Project Area for development or redevelop-
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16. Utilities and Service Systems 

ment, and reviewed for their specific potential environmental effects in compliance with CEQA
requirements, additional project-specific CEQA analysis and ensuing specific mitigation measures
may be required as a condition of project approval. No significant adverse environmental impacts are
anticipated to occur as the result of adoption and implementation of the Plan for the Project. 

 d) Have sufficient water supplies available
to serve the project from existing
entitlements and resources, or are new
or expanded entitlements needed? 

    

The Plan proposes no site-specific projects for implementation; all existing and future Project Area 
development/redevelopment-related projects assisted by the Agency will be subject to the normal
development review process for evaluation of water usage and demands on water supply.  As
future site-specific projects are proposed within the Project Area for development or redevelopment, 
and reviewed for their specific potential environmental impacts in compliance with CEQA
requirements, additional project-specific CEQA analysis and ensuing specific mitigation measures
may be required as a condition of such development/redevelopment project approval. No significant
adverse environmental impacts are anticipated to occur as the result of adoption and
implementation of the Plan for the Project. 

 e) Result in a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand in addition to
the provider’s existing commitments? 

    

The City of Riverside anticipates having sufficient wastewater treatment capacity to meet the
requirements of projected General Plan land use buildout densities within the Project Area in
accordance with General Plan land use policies, building regulations and codes. Impacts with 
respect to wastewater treatment capacity are anticipated to be less than significant. 

 

 f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient
permitted capacity to accommodate the
project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

    

When and as specific projects are identified and proposed for development/redevelopment in the
Project Area, additional environmental assessment and analysis may be required on a project-by-
project basis and appropriate mitigation measures imposed.  Implementation of the Plan
Amendment will be consistent with the General Plan, and therefore is anticipated to have a less
than a significant impact on landfill capacity. 

 g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes
and regulations related to solid waste? 

    

The Plan for the Project is required, as a matter of law, to be consistent with the General Plan and
will conform to all federal, State, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. 
Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that adoption and implementation of the Project will have no
adverse impact on, and can be expected to remain in compliance with, federal, State, and local
statutes, ordinances and regulations regarding solid waste.  
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17. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 a) Does the project have the potential to
degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish
or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a
plant or animal community, reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods
of California history or prehistory? 

    

Implementation of the Plan Amendment will not involve any specific development projects in the
Project Area.  Because the overall purpose of the project is to overcome impediments to future
development presented by existing blighting conditions, implementation of the proposed Plan 
amendment could result in better land use integration and a faster rate of development than would not
otherwise be the case.  The effect of implementing the proposed Project, therefore, relates more to
the pace at which the Project Area will develop or redevelop, and to the overall quality of that
development, than it does to specific anticipated projects.  Implementation of the Plan Amendment will
be within the parameters of the adopted General Plan 2025 and conform to its guiding and 
implementing policies; therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that the Plan Amendment will have a
less than significant impact in this regard and no further assessment of this topic is required in the
EIR. 

 b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? ("Cumulatively
considerable" means that the
incremental effects of a project are
considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the 
effects of probable future projects)? 

    

While development/redevelopment of the Project Area may result in impacts that are individually
limited, Plan implementation activities in the Project Area could potentially result in cumulatively
considerable and/or growth inducing effects in the Project Area, the surrounding community and the
Region which could be considered potentially significant impacts.  This Initial Study identifies the 
following environmental topic areas where cumulatively considerable impacts might occur, to wit:
Section 4, Air Quality; Section 12, Population and Housing; and Section 15, Traffic.  In an abundance 
of caution, the potential cumulative impacts that result from implementation of the Plan will be 
discussed as part of the EIR and need no further elaboration here. 
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17. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 c) Does the project have environmental
effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either
directly or indirectly? 

    

Due to the nature of Project related activities and their effects as described throughout this Initial
Study, and due to the fact that the Plan for the Project proposes no site-specific
construction/reconstruction at this time, the Project will have no impacts that will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings either directly or indirectly.  The Plan Amendment is a planning
and financial tool to be used by the Agency to remedy blight in the Project Area and to assist in 
carrying out the guiding and implementing policies of the General Plan.  Therefore, it is reasonable
to conclude that adoption and implementation of and, in fact, is anticipated to have beneficial effects
in terms of structural rehabilitation, economic development, increased and revitalized affordable 
housing, improved infrastructure and community facilities, and increased economic use of
underutilized and/or abandoned buildings and sites located within the Project Area.   
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