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The Zoning Code establishes minimum landscape and irrigation standards for all land uses.  
Landscaping can and should be considered an essential part of the design process, as it can 
contribute toward reducing heat and glare, controlling soil erosion, offering fire protection, 
providing for recreational areas, cleaning the air and water, and conserving water.  
Landscapes can also be used to help create visual interest, define entrances to buildings, 
define the edges of land uses and projects, or provide a transition between neighboring 
properties.  It should complement superior architectural and site plan design and help create 
a quality finished product.  A rich variety of plantings should be selected that are suited for 
Riverside’s climate, utilizing native, drought-tolerant, and water-efficient plantings. 
 
The City Council finds, determines, and declares that the application of design review 
procedure – Chapter 19.710 (Design Review) – is necessary to preserve and promote the 
health, safety, and general welfare of the community by achieving the purpose of ensuring 
implementation of Chapter 19.570 (Water Efficient Landscaping and Irrigation). 
 
When preparing landscaping and irrigation plans, the following tools and reference guides 
should be consulted as they will be used by City staff to review and approve your application 
submittal. 
 
• Chapter 14.28 (The Mandatory Use of Recycled Water) of the Public Utilities Code  

http://www.riversideca.gov/municode/pdf/14/14-28.pdf  
• Chapter 19.550 (Fences, Walls and Landscape Materials) of the Zoning Code  

http://www.riversideca.gov/municode/pdf/19/article-8/19-550.pdf  
• Chapter 19.570 (Water Efficient Landscaping and Irrigation) of the Zoning Code 

http://www.riversideca.gov/municode/pdf/19/article-8/19-570.pdf  
• Chapter 19.580 (Parking and Loading) of the Zoning Code 

http://www.riversideca.gov/municode/pdf/19/article-8/19-580.pdf  
• Chapter 19.710 (Design Review) of the Zoning Code  

http://www.riversideca.gov/municode/pdf/19/article-9/19-710.pdf  
• Citywide Design and Sign Guidelines  

http://www.riversideca.gov/planning/2008-909/DG/Citywide_Design_and_Sign_Guidelines-OK.pdf  
• City Urban Forestry Policy  

http://www.riversideca.gov/trees/pdf/UrbanForestry-TOC.pdf 
• City Palm Tree Planting  

http://www.riversideca.gov/pworks/pdf/forms/landscape/1002.pdf 
• City Tree Guying Detail  

http://www.riversideca.gov/pworks/pdf/forms/landscape/1003.pdf   
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• City Planting Detail  

http://www.riversideca.gov/pworks/pdf/forms/landscape/1004.pdf 
• City Tree Planting Detail  

http://www.riversideca.gov/pworks/pdf/forms/landscape/1001.pdf  
• City Backflow Preventer with Posts Detail  

http://www.riversideca.gov/pworks/pdf/forms/landscape/2004.pdf 
• Riverside County’s Guide to California Friendly Landscaping  

http://www.rctlma.org/planning/content/devproc/landscpe/guidelines.pdf  
• Western Municipal Water District’s Water-wise Gardening for the Inland Empire 

http://www.wmwd.watersavingplants.com/  
• Riverside-Corona Resource Conservation District (Soils Testing)  

http://www.rcrcd.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=85&Itemid=247  
• CALGreen – California Green Building Standards Code (Effective January 1, 2011) 

http://www.bsc.ca.gov/CALGreen/default.htm  
 
REBATES 
Blue Riverside is a community outreach effort to make Riverside residents more aware of 
Riverside Public Utilities water programs, such as rebates for water efficiency measures.  For 
more information on the array of rebates and programs in place, please visit 
BlueRiverside.com.  
• Weather Based Irrigation Controllers (WBIC) Rebate Program (Residential) 

A sprinkler control device, a WBIC automatically adjusts irrigation schedules in response 
to changing weather or environmental conditions.  The WBIC rebate program provides 
rebates for residential Riverside Public Utilities customers who install these systems.  For 
more information, refer to http://www.riversideca.gov/utilities/resi-wbic.asp.  

• Sprinkler Nozzles Rebate Program (Residential) 
The Sprinkler Nozzles Rebate Program provides incentives for Riverside Public Utilities’ 
residential water customers who replace standard, pop-up sprinkler head spray nozzles 
with newer water-efficient sprinkler head spray nozzles.  For more information, refer to 
http://www.riversideca.gov/utilities/resi-sprinkler.asp.  

• Waterwise Landscape Rebate Program (Residential) 
The Waterwise Landscape Rebate Program provides incentives for Riverside Public 
Utilities’ residential water customers who replace existing lawn areas with water efficient, 
California friendly plants.  For more information, refer to 
http://www.riversideca.gov/utilities/resi-landscape.asp.  

• Save Water, Save A Buck (Businesses) 
Through Metropolitan Water District’s Save Water, Save A Buck Program, Southern 
California businesses are eligible for generous rebates to help encourage water efficiency 
and conservation.  Commercial, industrial, and institutional properties all qualify for the 
program.  The Program offers cash rebates on a wide variety of water-saving technologies 
including weather based irrigation controllers.  For more information, refer to 
http://www.mwdsaveabuck.com/commercial_01.php.   
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• Western Municipal Water District  

For customers in WMWD’s service area, please consult WMWD’s Rebate Programs 
webpage at http://www.wmwd.com/rebates.htm for additional information on rebates for 
weather based irrigation controllers and sprinkler nozzles. 

 
APPLICATION PROCESSING 
Refer to flow chart forms found in Article IX of the Zoning Code, Chapter 19.710 – Design 
Review. 
 
PLANNING FEES 
See current Fee schedule (FILING FEES ARE GENERALLY NOT REFUNDABLE) 
 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 
Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 19.570 – Water Efficient Landscaping and Irrigation, all 
landscape and irrigation plans submitted for review shall be prepared, wet-stamped, and 
signed by a licensed landscape architect. 
 
REQUIRED ITEMS FOR FILING 
Plans must be legible and drawn to scale to clearly illustrate the components of the project.  
Remember that staff and the Zoning Administrator are not familiar with the property and need 
this information to evaluate your project.  If the plans are not legible, or do not include the 
information listed below, your application will not be accepted for processing.   
 
Drawing Assembly:  Staple blueprints in sets along the left margin.  Fold to approximately 8 
½" x 14.”  (We cannot accept drawings or materials that cannot be folded down to 
approximately 8 ½" by 14.”) 
 

  One (1) copy of the completed General Application form.   
  One (1) copy of the most recent Grant Deed  

A complete and accurate legal description of each parcel involved.  (A deed can be 
obtained from a Title Company). 

  One (1) copy of the Hazardous Site Review Questionnaire  
  One (1) copy of the Hazardous Materials Questionnaires 
 Three (3) sets of Landscape Planting Plan  

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 19.570.030(A) – Planting Plan Requirements.  
Please Note: If your project lies within the Western Municipal Water District’s service area, 
four (4) sets of the Landscape Planting Plan shall be required. 
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 Three (3) sets of Irrigation Design Plan 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 19.570.030(B) – Irrigation Design Plan 
Requirements.  Please Note: If your project lies within the Western Municipal Water 
District’s service area, four (4) sets of the Irrigation Design Plan shall be required. 

 One (1) copy of the Landscape Maintenance and Irrigation Schedules 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 19.570.040 – Landscape Maintenance and 
Irrigation Schedules. 

One (1) copy of the Soil Management Plan 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 19.570.030(C) – Soil Management Plan.  The Soil 
Management Plan shall be submitted with the Certificate of Compliance. 

 One (1) copy of the Irrigation Audit Report 
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 19.570.050(B) – Certificate of Compliance.  The 
Irrigation Audit Report shall be submitted with the Certificate of Compliance. 

 Certificate of Compliance 
To be submitted after the installation of the landscape.  The Certificate of Compliance 
shall be submitted to the Planning Division prior to the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy or final inspection.  The Certificate of Compliance shall certify that the 
landscaping has been completed in accordance with the approved planting, irrigation, 
soil management, and grading (if applicable) design plans for the project, pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 19.570.050 – Certificate of Compliance. 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

PROPERTY OWNER OF HIS/HER DESIGNEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST-INSTALLATION INSPECTION (CHECK ALL BOXES FOR COMPLETION) 
 Plant sizes, locations, and quantities are installed per Planning Division staff or City 

Planning Commission (CPC) approved plans. 
 Irrigation systems are installed per Planning Division staff or CPC approved plans. 
 Landscape Irrigation Audit has been performed and corrections have been completed 

as identified in the audit. 
 Copy of this certification has been provided to owner/manager and the City of 

Riverside Planning Division. 

Planning Case Number(s): _______________________________________________________ 

Project Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Project Address/Location: ________________________________________________________ 

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): _____________________________________________________ 

 

I/we certify that I/we have received copies of all of the documents, including a set of the 
approved landscape and irrigation plans and Certificate of Completion, and that it is our 
responsibility to see that the project is maintained in accordance with the Landscape and 
Irrigation Maintenance Schedule.  
 

Signature: __________________________________________   Date: ____________________ 

Property Owner of Record (PRINT NAME): __________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________________ 

Daytime Telephone: (______)________________ Facsimile: (______)_____________________ 

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT RESPONSIBLE FOR LANDSCAPE AND/OR IRRIGATION DESIGN 

AUDITOR RESPONSIBLE FOR IRRIGATION AUDIT 

 
 

Firm/Company Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________________ 

Daytime Telephone: (______)________________ Facsimile: (_______)____________________ 

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

License/Certification Number: ____________________________________________________ 

Firm/Company Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ________________ 

Daytime Telephone: (______)________________ Facsimile: (_______)____________________ 

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

License/Certification Number: ____________________________________________________ 

I/We certify that, based upon periodic site observations and a final inspection at project 
completion, the landscaping and irrigation of the above-identified project has been 
substantially completed in accordance with the City of Riverside’s Water Efficient Landscape 
and Irrigation Ordinance and the landscape planting and irrigation installation conform with 
the criteria and specifications of the approved landscape and irrigation plans approved by the 
City of Riverside Planning Division. 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
Landscape Architect Signature & Date  Auditor Signature & Date 
 
ATTACH THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS, IF NOT ALREADY SUBMITTED TO THE PLANNING DIVISION (ALONG 

WITH ANY ADDITIONAL MATERIALS VERIFYING IMPLEMENTATION): 
 Landscape Irrigation Audit Report 
 Landscape Maintenance and Irrigation Schedules 
 Soil Management Plan 

 
PLANNING CASE NUMBER: ____________________ 
PLANNER’S INITIALS:   ____________________   DATE RECEIVED: ____________________ 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 


