
 
 
 

MINUTES 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

Monday, May 7, 2012 6:30 p.m. 
Mayor’s Ceremonial Room, City Hall 

3900 Main Street 
Riverside, CA 92522 

951-826-2000 
 
 
Commissioners Present:  Kallinger, Macias, Ritzau, Moore, Inaba, Berg and Poulsen 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Hurtado and Leibe 
  
Staff Present:   Ralph Nuñez, Director 
     Mario Lara, Deputy Director  
     Mayra Ocampo, Interim Sr. Administrative Assistant 

Robin Metz, Recreation Superintendent  
     Patti Callaghan, Community Services Superintendent 

Shirley Bennett, Parks Superintendent 
     Randy McDaniel, Principal Park Planner 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Kallinger called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
 
1. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

There was no public comment. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The Commission approved the minutes for the March 12, 2012 meeting as presented. 
 

Motion: Berg 
Second: Macias 
Ayes:   All  

 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The following matters, presented to the Park and Recreation Commission on the consent 
calendar for consideration, were approved by a motion affirming the action appropriate to the 
item:  
  

3. March Community Services Division Monthly Report 
4. April Community Services Division Monthly Report 
5. March Parks Division Monthly Report 
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7. March Recreation Division Monthly Report 
8. April Recreation Division Monthly Report 
9. March Capital Improvement Projects Tracking Report 
10.   April Capital Improvement Projects Tracking Report 

 
Item 6 was pulled from the consent calendar for separate discussion. 
 
Motion: Moore 
Second: Berg 
Ayes:   All 

  
PRESENTATIONS 
 
 There were no presentations. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
 Commission agreed to discuss Item #13 first. 
 
13. NAMING OF VICTORIA AVENUE BIKE TRAIL IN HONOR OF ROSANNA SCOTT  
 

Due to conflict of interest, Commissioner Berg recused himself from item since he lives 
within 300 feet of Victoria Avenue.   
 
Director Nuñez indicated that the Parks/CIP Subcommittee had already met and 
unanimously voted to take the item to the full commission. This request meets and 
exceeds all criteria set by the Commission and City Policy.  
 
Commissioner Moore questioned why the Park and Recreation Commission is reviewing 
the request of naming of a bike trail. 
 
Director Nuñez clarified that the Mayor’s Office requested that the Park and Recreation 
Commission review the naming since a process is already in place with the Commission. 
Mayor needed a community advisory group to review and approve the item. Item will be 
taken to the Community Services and Youth Committee and if approved it will be 
presented to Council.  
 
Victoria Avenue Forever President, Frank Heyming, reaffirmed that Mrs. Rosanna Scott 
was a strong advocate to Victoria Avenue. He presented the Commission a draft copy of 
the signage that will be paid by Victoria Avenue Forever. Signage has been approved by 
many directors and the City Manager. The signs will be the same size as the street signs, 
21” x 27”, and there will be about 15 signs along the avenue, which is 8.5 miles long from 
Myrtle Avenue to La Sierra Avenue. 

 
Commissioner Poulsen entered at this time.   
 

Commissioner Inaba confirmed that the Parks/CIP Subcommittee had positive feedback at 
original meeting 
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Motion made to take request to the Community Services and Youth Committee and City 
Council. 

 
Motion: Poulsen  
Second: Inaba 
Ayes:   All except Berg 
Abstain:  Berg 
 
6. APRIL PARKS DIVISION MONTHLY REPORT   
 

Commissioner Macias pulled this item and inquired about the improvements at Don Derr 
Park.  
 
Director Nuñez indicated the open space will now be soccer fields; baseball field #1 will 
remain as is.  
 
Superintendent Bennett indicated that grading started and the irrigation system is 
complete.  
 

Following discussion, a motion was made to receive the report for file 
 

Motion: Macias 
Second: Poulsen 
Ayes:   All 
 
11. PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS  
  

Commissioner Kallinger introduced the item to the full commission. He would like 
everyone’s input in regards to the subcommittee they would like to be involved with.  
 
Commissioner Moore recommended keeping the Urban Forest Subcommittee until the 
Charter is updated in June. Appropriate action can be taken at that point.  
 
Commissioner Kallinger asked the commissioners to mention the Subcommittees they are 
interested in; a list will be made and brought to the next Commission meeting for review.  
 

Following discussion, a motion was made to continue at the next commission meeting with 
complete names on list.  
  
Motion:  Moore 
Second: Berg 
Ayes:   All 
 
12. FY 2012-2013 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS 
 
 Director Nuñez indicated there was a Parks/CIP Subcommittee meeting to accept that 

there are no Capital Improvement Projects this coming fiscal year due to no funding. In the 
past funding was given for park and community center refurbishments, this year those 
funds will not be available.  
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 Commissioner Berg asked whether Villegas Park would get still get refurbishment funds for 
improvements as approved. 

 
 Director Nuñez indicated the Oversight Committee will review funding for the Arlington 

Park Child Care Facility, Villegas Community Center Improvements and for the Doty Trust 
Neighborhood Park.   

 
 Commissioner Poulsen asked if the final decision will be during a public meeting.  
 
 Director Nuñez confirmed that the final hearing will be part of a Council meeting. Budget 

reductions have to be made in accordance with the economy. It is best to lose 
refurbishments funds than to lose personnel. When the economy picks up, a new budget 
will be drafted to get the monies back for refurbishments.  

 
Following discussion, a motion was made to receive the report for file. 
 
Motion:  Moore 
Second: Poulsen  
Ayes:   All 
 
14. UPDATE REGARDING FARMERS’ MARKETS AT PARK FACILITIES  
 

Superintendent Metz announced the “Soft Opening” of the Farmers’ Markets this week. 
Bobby Bonds Park will host on Tuesdays and Shamel Park on Wednesdays, both from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. Currently there are 20 secured vendors at Bonds and 34 secured vendors at 
Shamel. All vendors must sell homemade goods, farm produced foods or artisans.  
 
Commissioner Inaba asked about “outside” farmers’ markets.  
 
Director Nuñez indicated that “outside” farmers’ markets are structured differently. The 
Development Department, in partnership with the Riverside Downtown Partnership, 
oversees the market on Saturdays in the downtown strip. The Sears Farmers’ Market is 
privately run. PRCSD is hosting the markets on park facilities to promote the “Fit, Fresh 
and Fun” Program operated through the City. PRCSD wants to provide access to healthy 
foods to the communities, with grants from the Kaiser Foundation.  
 
Superintendent Metz indicated that a Heal Zone Initiative survey, which is a 5-mile zone in 
the Eastside, was conducted and it was determined that the community needs more ready 
access to healthy foods; Shamel Park was community response for healthy foods 
availability.  
 
Commissioner Poulsen inquired about the profits at each location. It seems that Orange 
Terrace would have more revenue due to the three church groups at the park. Is 
questioning the population that will provide the revenue to the two new sites and how 
revenue is being collected for the department. 
 
Superintendent Metz clarified that the main population for Orange Terrace is the church 
group; Shamel Park has the business groups and Bonds has a community in need of the 
healthy foods. Superintendent Metz clarified that vendors pay the concessionaire, Jim 
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Steward; Mr. Steward has a contract with PRCSD with set amount that he must pay the 
department. The contract allows monthly review to analyze the attendance and department 
profit as appropriate.  
 
Director Nuñez added that since there is not a Council Resolution on what to charge for 
Farmers’ Markets on park facilities, a contract was implemented in order to assure fair 
compensation for both parties. Revenue should be lucrative enough for the concessionaire 
to continue his services in the city and beneficial for the Department to keep the market 
existing.   Staff did contact the local businesses and hospital to consider parking, busy 
times and traffic, and all measures were taken to clear all areas of doubt.  
 
Commissioner Kallinger is trusting that the concessionaire is reaching out to the local 
farmers, as it is best for them and the community.  
 

Following discussion, a motion was made to receive the report for file.  
 
Motion:  Moore 
Second: Ritzau 
Ayes:   All 
 
15. DONATION POLICY REVIEW AND UPDATE REGARDING DONATIONS AND 

SPONSORSHIPS RECEIVED FOR DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS  
 

Director Nuñez thanked staff for seeking donations and sponsorships in order to provide 
great programming to the residents. He then introduced Deputy Director Lara to present 
the policy. 
 
Deputy Director Lara presented the policy. Policy has been reestablished in order to track 
the donations and to ensure the Commission and Council is aware of monies and to get 
authority to appropriate fees and be able to spend. 
 
Commissioner Poulsen inquired about the donations from the County Supervisors. Director 
Nuñez clarified that the donations come from discretionary funds.  Supervisors support 
these programs because it benefits their constituents and some areas of the 
unincorporated areas of Riverside.  
 
Commissioner Moore inquired about setting a new mechanism in place where a 
Commissioner can sign the thank you letters that donors are given. 
 
Director Nuñez clarified that thank you letters are sent with his signatures, a new template 
can be done so a double signature block is required and it has the Chair’s signature. He 
also clarified that the donor’s name is placed on banners, flyers, t-shirts and all marketing 
material for events.  
 
Commissioner Kallinger inquired about a way to place a permanent fixture at the 
administrative office or at various park sites for donors that donate a large amount.  
 
Superintendent Bennett clarified that the placement of permanent fixtures is already in 
place when donors apply with the Adopt-a-Park program.  



Park and Recreation Commission Minutes May 7, 2012 
 

 6 

 
Following discussion, a motion was made to receive the report for file.  
 
Motion:  Berg 
Second: Poulsen 
Ayes:   All 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Director Nuñez 
 

• Council Regatta is set for Saturday, June 23 at 1:00 p.m. Each councilmember is selling 
tickets; half of their proceeds will go to the Riverside Community Services Foundation 
and the other half to a charity of their choice.  

 
• Staff attended the Public Utilities Commission Meeting for an award recommended in the 

amount of $100,000 for two Solar Bee aeration units for the Fairmount Park Lakes. 
Recommendation will be taken to Council for final consideration.  
 

• Thanked Parks Division staff for having all wells working at Fairmount Park.  
 

• Thanked staff for the Cinco de Mayo events. Both Villegas and Bryant Parks had 
successful events, with an exceptional attendance and a great parade.   
 

• The City was recognized by Playful Cities for the fifth year in a row. 
 

Commissioner Moore 
 

• Would like to coordinate a presentation about the Summer Food Program during lunch 
with his colleagues. 

 
Commissioner Inaba 
 

• Invited staff and commissioners in planting 560 pumpkin seeds. Pumpkins will be given to 
the community centers in the fall.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chairperson Kallinger adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:00 p.m. The next meeting will 
be held on June 11, 2012 in the Mayor’s Ceremonial Room, City Hall, 3900 Main Street, 
Riverside, CA 92522.  


