
 
 
 
 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Present:  Amy Aldana, Scott Andrews, Frank Bernard, Taffi Brandriff, Susie Doss, 
Christina Duran, Albert Figueroa, Norm Gritton, Cindy Jensen, Gurumantra Khalsa, Jeff Kraus, 
Karin Roberts, Justin Scott-Coe, Nancy Sturmer, Bob Treen, and Robin Treen 
 
Members Absent: Nancy Hart 
 
Mayor/Council Members: Eric Ustation on behalf of Mayor Loveridge and Blake Inman on 
behalf of Rusty Bailey, Ward 4 
 
Guests: Nancy Treen, Bill Scherer, Jeff Boucher, Angie Venthie, Tony Brown, Ed Jones, Erin 
Snyder, James Martin, Crystal Davenport, Judy Cunningham, Richard Long, and Chris Torres 
 
Staff:  Eva Yakutis and Don Smith, Housing & Neighborhoods Division; Lt. Chris Manning and 
Police Service Representative Antoinette Alexander, RPD  
      
1. Call to Order/Introductions – Meeting called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Chairperson.  
Introductions followed. 
  
2. Approval of Minutes for October 5, 2009 –   
(Scott-Coe/Jensen/Carried) 
 
3. Visiting Council Members/Mayor’s Office – 
Councilmember Bailey’s office (Blake Inman) provided updates as to Marcy Branch/Park and 
Recreation building and Magnolia grade separation. 
 
4. Neighborhood Watch Update –  
Antoinette Alexander - reported on a cancer survivor conference in Arlanza at the Arlanza 
Health Clinic, conference was conducted in Spanish.  Cops and Clergy have 16 members.  The 
Blue Elf Program - overview wherein police staff visit schools and provide teddy bears and 
books. Arlanza Health Clinic having annual Christmas event for kids.   
 
Lt. Manning – Operation Safe Parks approved by City Council last week.  Overview of Myra Linn 
Park as the first project back in 2002.  Fourteen parks identified as starting point for the 
program, most of the identified parks have a community center on site. RPD will meet with 
Neighborhood Watch groups near the parks. Lt. Manning offered to identify who are the 
sergeants assigned to specific neighborhoods and gave out their phone number. 
 
5. Housing and Neighborhoods Report –  

a) Council/Redevelopment Agency Reports  
• October 6, 2009 - Approval to fund two housing rehab loans 
• October 6, 2009 – Approval of FACT Act 
• October 22, 2009 – Development Committee, TELACU III 
• October 27, 2009 – Disposition of NSP/TOO properties 

b) RNP Presentation at Council – November 24, 2009 
c) Neighborhood Leadership Academy 
d) Caucus & Annual Meeting Report 

• Vacancies in Area 4     
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Taffi reminded the group that Paul Davis has joined the board as the chair of Community 
Services and Youth Committee. 
 
6. Committee Reports –  
Cindy Jensen - Marketing and Caucus Committee:  Most successful caucus we have had.  50+ 
people attended.  Appreciated eagerness and enthusiasm of alternates and those voted in. 
Cindy Jensen - Neighborhood Governance had a couple of meetings.  Cindy will be speaking to 
the Mayor.  
 
Eric Ustation, Mayor’s Office, invited everyone to review the draft report of the Mayor’s 
Neighborhood Governance Proposal.  Would like to discuss more with the committee, but first 
put together a list of questions and share with Eric. The Mayor and Eric will meet with the 
subcommittee first. 
 
Taffi suggested that everyone email questions. Gurumantra agreed that the committee should 
share questions by email. 
 
Frank Bernard and Albert Figueroa corrected email addresses. AlbertFigu@gmail.  
Frank.abp@gmail.com 
 
7. RNP Monthly Activity Reports –  
Taffi – Please send in by email to Amy. 
  
8. Old Business – 
None. 

 
9. New Business 
Susie Doss – Provided packets of information books to share with neighborhood groups 
regarding identity theft.  She works in the tax business and sees it every day. 
 
10. Concerns from visiting neighbors. 
Erin Snyder – Northside had a game booth event last Friday at Reid Park.  Everyone should get 
involved with their neighborhood community center.  Northside Improvement Association meets 
at the Ruth Lewis Community Center monthly.  
 
Taffi Romero – lots of people going through trash each week, taking papers and cans.  
Important to write down license plates and call the police.  This Monday five block captains 
drove the neighborhood in the morning.  They send out newsletter each month that informs 
resident to put the trash out in the morning of trash pickup.   
 
Guest – Dealing with music and noise levels late at night.  What are the rules for that? Guest 
lives downtown area.  Some of the neighbors get out of hand.  Lt. Manning responded to guest 
that “Quiet” hours are between 10 pm and 7 am.  Lt. Manning also informed the guest to email 
him about her concern he also gave the guest a pamphlet given to residents when they are in 
violation of the City’s noise ordinance. The Big Cheese opening soon.  She also wants to know 
about the parking meter changes downtown. Many don’t have parking spaces and have to park 
on the street and get ticketed.  Crime Free Multi Housing now handled by Petite Cunningham 
and it was recommended that the resident get the manager involved with that RPD program. 
 
11.  Future agenda items 

• Neighborhood Livability Program 
• Motion made to have city attorney designee to come provide overview of the program in 

February. (Aldana/Andrews/Carried)   
• Annual Potluck at the December meeting. Housing and Neighborhoods to bring paper 

goods and beverages.  December 7, 2009  Also will welcome new members and thank 
outgoing members 



• C.O.P. Initiative – presentation from the group requested at one time.  Discussion 
followed as to whether a presentation was wanted.  No interest. 

 
12. Announcements 

• Albert Figueroa reported that Tami Blackmore at MNO never got her neighborhood 
award sign  

• Tomorrow is election date. Jeff Kraus mentioned that Scott Andrews is running for 
Alvord School Board 

• Arlington Business Partnership Winterfest on November 28,  3:00 pm, volunteers 
needed 

• Arlington Business Partnership is providing free shopping at a designated community 
room. 

• Historic Wood Streets meeting at Alumni House re: grade separation.   
• Historic Wood Streets has its newspaper down to two pages and cost is 2 cents. 
• Wood Streets Green Team had very good event on drought tolerant gardening in 

October.  Next one is in January about water in Riverside and how you can use gray 
water on your property without permit and also on drip systems 

• Lincoln Park Group had a Halloween party for kids in the neighborhood.  Kids did a little 
performance that Park and Recreation staff taught them.  

• Scott Andrews was one of five people at the CDBG meeting at Ward 6. 
• Please share with your neighborhood groups the survey  
• Celebration to Die For at Evergreen Cemetery Saturday night before Halloween was a 

great event. 
• December 12 at Norm’s house, Santa will be coming to Sunnyside Drive. 
• Dia de los Muertos taking place tonight on Orange between University and Mission Inn 
• Mt. Rubidoux Manor administrator is retiring and position will be available.  She gave six 

months notice.  Would like to fill it with someone community oriented. 
 

 
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:37 pm 
 


