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2. The minimum driveway widths for different use categories are established in 

Table 19.580.080 C (Minimum Driveway Widths).  On-drive parking is prohibited 
at the minimum widths, except for single family residential uses. 

 
Table 19.580.080 C 

 
Minimum Driveway Widths 

Use Driveway 
minimum 

width 

Notes, Exceptions and Special 
Provisions 

Single-Family 
Residential 

10 ft.  

Multi-Family 
Residential (one-way)

12 ft. Driveways shall be 150 ft. or less in 
Length with no on-drive parking and 
located adjacent to one or two story 
buildings 

Multi-Family 
Residential (one-way)

16 ft. Applicable to driveways inconsistent with 
the special provision above. 

Multi-Family 
Residential (two-way) 

24 ft. The portion of the driveway used as 
maneuvering area for adjacent parking 
bays shall be 28 ft. 

Non-Residential 
(one-way) 

12 ft. A driveway providing access to 10 or 
fewer parking spaces may be reduced to 
10 ft.  The total length of the 10-foot wide 
driveway shall not exceed 75 feet. 

Non-Residential (two-
way) 

20 ft. The portion of the driveway used as 
maneuvering area for adjacent parking 
bays shall be 24 ft. 

 
C. Vehicular Access/ and Circulation 
 

1. Accessibility and Usability: Driveways shall not be used for any purpose that 
would prevent vehicle access to parking spaces, or inhibit circulation or 
emergency service response. 

 
2. Access to Adjacent Roadways: Parking spaces within a designated parking lot 

shall be designed to provide the minimum required turning and maneuvering 
areas, so vehicles can enter an abutting street in a forward direction (alleys may 
be used for maneuvering space). 

 
3. Circulation: Within a parking lot, circulation shall be such that a vehicle entering 

the parking lot need not enter the street to reach another aisle and that a vehicle 
shall not enter a public street backwards.  Internal circulation, including safe 
entrances and exits shall be provided meeting the established standards and 
specifications of the Planning Division and Public Works Department. 
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4. Visibility at Driveways: Driveways shall be designed and located in such a 
manner so as to ensure proper visibility to on-street traffic.  Driveway design shall 
take into consideration slopes, curvature, speed, and conflicting turning 
movements in the area.  Clear visibility shall be maintained from the driveway by 
keeping the designated clear vision triangle free of obstacles such as signs, 
landscaping, and structures.  See Article X (Definitions) for a description of the 
clear vision triangle. 

 
D. Parking Structures 
 

1. Parking spaces located within a parking structure shall be provided with safe 
entrances and exits, turning and maneuvering areas and driveways meeting the 
established standards and specifications of the Planning Division and Public 
Works Department. 

 
2. Driveways and turning and maneuvering areas in parking structure shall be 

paved with not less than 2 ½ inches of asphaltic concrete or an equivalent 
surfacing meeting the specifications of the Public Works Department and shall be 
maintained in good repair. 

 
3. Parking structures shall have a minimum landscaped setback of 15 feet along all 

street frontages, except in the area bounded by First Street, Fourteenth Street, 
the Riverside Freeway, and Locust Street, where a 10-foot landscaped setback 
shall be provided along all street frontages.  When a greater setback is required 
by the zone in which the parking structure is located, such greater setback shall 
prevail. 

 
4. Parking structures shall have, along all street frontages, a 3-foot high buffer to 

such parking structure consisting of a decorative masonry wall, solid hedge or 
landscaped mound or any combination thereof.  Masonry walls and hedges shall 
be situated at the rear of the landscaped setback required by subsection 3 of this 
Section. 

 
5. Piers and pillars shall not encroach into parking stalls. 

 
E. Garage/Carport- Architectural Design 
 

Garages and carports required for residential development are to be designed to reflect 
the architecture of the dwelling units by using similar materials and roof pitches.  Flat 
roofs will be discouraged.   
 

F. Paving 
 

1. Required parking, loading areas and circulation areas shall be paved with not 
less than 2 ½ inches of asphalt concrete or an equivalent impervious surface 
meeting the established standards and specifications of the Public Works 
Department.  They shall be graded and drained so as to dispose of all surface 
water, and shall be maintained in good repair; provided that those portions of 
single-family residential driveways extending beyond a point  
100 feet back from the street property line in the RE, RA and R-1 Zones may be 
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surfaced with an alternate material as determined by the Public Works 
Department; and further provided that in the RE Zone, the driveways within the 
bridle paths of equestrian trails shall not be paved. 

 
2. A non-paved driveway legally established prior to the adoption of this Code 

Section, including any expansion of the driveway to provide additional off-street 
parking subsequent to the adoption of this Code Section, is not subject to the 
paving requirements of this Section unless the use and maintenance of such 
driveway and parking area lapses for a period of one year or more or unless the 
use served by the driveway is expanded.  However, both the existing driveway 
and the additional parking area shall be surfaced with a weed- and dust-resistant 
material to the specifications of the Fire and Planning Division. 

 
3. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to administratively grant 

exceptions to the paving location restrictions, consistent with the purposes of this 
Section, where special circumstances relating to property configuration, terrain, 
landscaping or structure locations make adherence to the paving location 
restrictions of this Section impractical.  Any such decision by the Zoning 
Administrator may be appealed to the City Council. 

 
G. Pedestrian Access and Circulation 
 

All multi-family and non-residential developments shall be designed with a minimum of 
one designated pedestrian path from each abutting street to the primary entrance(s) to 
such use.  Access shall be distinct from the vehicle access, visibly delineated, and 
designed to be safe and convenient.  Specifically, internal pedestrian walkways shall be 
distinguished from driving surfaces through the use of raised sidewalks, special pavers, 
bricks, or scored/stamped concrete. 
 

H. Drainage 
 

Drainage facilities shall be provided in all public parking areas capable of handling and 
maintaining the drainage requirements of the subject property and surrounding 
properties.  Drainage facilities shall be designed to dispose of all surface water 
consistent with Regional Water Quality Control Board standards, and to alleviate the 
creation of flooding and drainage problems.   
 

I. Curbing and Bumper or Wheel Stops 
 
Bumper stops not less than 2 feet in height or wheel stops not less than 6 inches in 
height shall be erected adjacent to any building or structure, wall, fence, property line, or 
walkway to protect other property.  Areas containing plant materials shall be bordered by 
a concrete curb at least 6 inches high and 6 inches wide.  Alternative barrier design to 
protect landscaped areas from damage by vehicles may be approved by the Zoning 
Administrator. 
 

J. Lighting 
 

Parking areas shall have lighting capable of providing adequate illumination for security 
and safety.  The minimum requirement is 1-foot candle, maintained across the surface of 
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the parking area.  Lighting shall be arranged and designed so as to be directed onto 
parking, loading or sales areas and away from residential use and motorists.  It is the 
intent to maintain light standards in a low profile design and to be compatible to the 
architectural design.  Also see Section 19.590.070 (Light and Glare) and Chapter 19.556 
(Lighting). 
 

K. Walls 
 

When adjoining or across an alley from any residentially zoned or residentially used lot, 
a masonry wall 6 feet in height shall be erected and maintained so as to physically 
separate the parking, loading or sales area from the residential property; provided that 
such wall shall be 3 feet high within the required front or street side yard area, or, where 
no front or street side yard area is required, such wall shall be 3 feet high within ten feet 
of the street line.  Also, see Chapter 19.550 (Fences, Walls and Landscape Materials).  
(Ord. 7109 §§14, 15, 2010; Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

 
19.580.090 Parking Lot Landscaping. 
Within parking lots, landscaping shall be used for shade and climate control, to enhance project 
design, and to screen the visual impact of vehicles and large expanses of pavement as set forth 
in the following paragraphs. 
 
A. Shade 
 

Trees shall be planted and maintained in all parking lots at a ratio of 1 tree for every  
4 parking spaces (that may be clustered or grouped).  The trees shall be placed 
throughout the parking lot in a manner that will ensure that all portions of the lot receive 
tree shade.  Trees shall be of a variety that provide a broad canopy.  
 

B. Screening 
 

1. Between Parking Lot and Street Right-of Way: Landscaping shall be designed 
and maintained for partial screening of vehicles to a minimum height of 3 feet, 
measured from the finished grade of the parking lot.  Screening materials may 
include any combination of plant materials, earthen berms, solid masonry walls, 
raised planters, or other screening device deemed by the Zoning Administrator to 
comply with the intent of this requirement.  This provision shall not apply in those 
instances where a masonry wall is required and when such property is used for a 
single-family residence. 

 
2. Between Drive-Though Lane and Street Right-of Way:  An immediate 3-foot-high 

landscape screen shall be established along the outer edge of drive-through 
aisles.  Screening materials may include a combination of plant materials, wall, 
raised planters, and berm as approved by the Zoning Administrator. 

 
C. Percent Coverage 
 

Except in any industrial, airport and railway base zone, parking lots having more than  
20 spaces shall have a minimum of 5 percent of the parking lot area landscaped.  
Parking lot landscaping shall not count toward required landscape coverage otherwise 
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required for the zoning district in which a project is located and is in addition to required 
landscaped setbacks. 
 

D. Landscaped Setbacks 
 

1. For 20 or fewer parking spaces: A minimum 10-foot-wide landscaped setback is 
required along all street frontages for parking, loading and outdoor vehicle sales 
areas.  

 
2. For 21 or greater parking spaces:  A minimum 15-foot-wide landscaped setback 

is required along all street frontages for parking, loading, and outdoor vehicle 
sales areas. 

 
3. When a greater setback is required by the zone: The greater setback shall 

prevail along all street frontages for parking, loading, and outdoor vehicle sales 
areas. 

 
4. When adjacent to a residentially zoned or residentially used lot:  A minimum  

5-foot-wide landscaped setback is required along all street frontages for parking, 
loading and outdoor vehicle sales areas in conjunction with the required 6-foot 
high masonry wall. 

 
E. Irrigation 
 

All landscaped areas shall be equipped with an underground automated irrigation 
system.  (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

 
19.580.100 Prohibition of Commercial, Heavy or Oversize Vehicle Parking. 
A. It is unlawful for the driver, owner or operator of any motor truck of a gross vehicle 

weight rating (GVWR) of more than 10,000 pounds or truck tractor, or trailer of a gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of more than 10,000 pounds of more than 10,000 pounds, 
or any combination thereof, to park, or cause to be parked, any such vehicle upon any 
public street, or alley, or on any residentially zoned property, within the residential 
districts of the City of Riverside as defined by Section 515 of the State of California 
Vehicle Code. 

 
B. It is unlawful for the driver, owner or operator of any motor truck, truck tractor, or trailer 

or any combination thereof, of a size larger than eight feet in height and/or  
twenty-four feet in length, to park, or cause to be parked, any such vehicle upon any 
public street, or alley, or on any residentially zoned property, within the residential 
districts of the City of Riverside as defined by Section 515 of the State of California 
Vehicle Code. 

 
C. For the purpose of this Section, gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) means the 

manufacturer’s rated capacity for the motor truck, truck tractor and/or trailer. 
 
D. It is unlawful to park, except for immediate loading and unloading of goods or to provide 

immediate services, any motor truck of a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of more 
than 10,000 pounds, truck tractor, or trailer of a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of 
more than 10,000 pounds, or any combination thereof, or any motor truck, truck tractor, 
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or trailer or any combination thereof, of a size larger than eight feet in height and/or 
twenty-four feet in length, on residentially zoned property within the City limits. 

 
E. Recreational vehicles such as motor homes and travel trailers are exempted from the 

provisions of this Section; however, they remain subject to Section 19.580.070 A 4(Off 
Street Parking Location and Type Requirements).  (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

 
19.580.110 Off-Street Loading Requirements. 
At the time of erection, establishment or enlargement of any land use involving the receipt and 
distribution by vehicles of materials and merchandise, there shall be provided and maintained 
for such new use or construction at least 1 loading space of not less than 10 feet in width, 22 
feet in length and 14 feet in height, with adequate ingress and egress from a public street or 
alley for each 4,000 square feet of gross floor area or fraction thereof; provided that not more 
than 2 of such spaces shall be required unless the floor area exceeds 20,000 square feet, in 
which case the site plan shall be submitted to the Planning Commission for the establishment of 
the required loading spaces. Such loading space, together with necessary driveways and 
turning and maneuvering areas, shall be developed and maintained in conformity with the 
requirements for off-street parking areas, and shall meet the established standards and 
specifications of the Planning Division.  (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 
 
19.580.120  Maintenance for Off-Street Parking. 
A. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to ensure that all off-street parking 

spaces and areas required by this Chapter are maintained for the duration of the 
improvement or use requiring the parking area.  Surfacing required for temporary lots 
shall be as determined by designated Approving or Appeal Authority. 

 
B. All parking facilities, including curbs, directional markings, handicapped symbols, 

landscaping, pavement, signs, striping, and wheel stops, shall be permanently 
maintained by the property owner/tenant in good repair, free of litter and debris, 
potholes, obstructions, and stored material. 

 
C. Drive aisles, approach lanes, and maneuvering areas shall be marked and maintained 

with directional arrows and striping to expedite traffic movement.  Any area not intended 
for parking shall be signed as such, or in areas where curb exists, the curb may be 
painted red in lieu of signs.  All signing and striping installations shall be in conformance 
with the ’s current standards or as otherwise deemed necessary by the Zoning 
Administrator to ensure safe and efficient traffic flow in or about any parking facility.  
(Ord. 6966 §1, 2007)   

 
19.580.130 Enforcement. 
A. All vehicles, including recreational vehicles, parked outside of a completely enclosed 

garage shall be currently and legally registered except as provided for by State law and 
shall be in an operable and movable condition within one hour. Motorized vehicles, 
including recreational vehicles, shall be movable under their own power. Boats and other 
non-motorized vehicles, such as trailers, shall be movable by a towing vehicle 
customarily used for the type of vehicle being towed. 

 
B. Those persons authorized to issue citations pursuant to the Riverside Municipal Code 

and any police officer, any parking control checker and the Director of Public Works, or 
designee, is authorized and empowered to enforce this parking regulation and to issue 
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parking control notices related thereto as provided by the State of California Vehicle 
Code Section 40202.  (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 

 
19.580.140 Variances. 
The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to administratively grant variances to the 
parking standards per Chapter 19.580 (Parking and Loading), consistent with the purpose of 
this Chapter, where special circumstances relating to property configuration, terrain, 
landscaping or structure locations make adherence to the standards impractical.  Any such 
decision by the Zoning Administrator may be appealed to the Planning Commission or City 
Council per Chapter 19.680 (Appeals).  (Ord. 6966 §1, 2007) 
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