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RIVERSIDE, Calif. – I thank members of the City Council who joined us today.... 
 
All across the country, we are gathering as nation to remember a fateful, late summer day, September, 
11th, 2001. Ten years later, this is a time of national remembrance. 
 
As Mayor, I join with mayors in thousands of cities to remember 9/11 and to commit ourselves to a 
better future of civic engagement and service for others. 
 
We all remember what happened. In the words of a banner often seen in the days after 9/11, we will 
never forget. 
 
We remember where we were and what we saw.  
 
Nearly 3,000 people died in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania. And for each person who died, 
there are family stories of grief....yet life goes on. We are a resilient nation. 
 
We saw death, we recognized heroism, especially by firefighters and the passengers of Flight 93. We 
remember the words, “Let’s roll.” 
 
And in Riverside, we saluted the firefighters who were members of the City’s USAR team that went to 
New York, to help at ground zero. We remember when they left from March Reserve Base and when 
they returned for a community welcome home in front of the Downtown Fire Station. 
 
Life changed for us, innocence was lost as we recognized that the seas no longer separated us from 
enemies who wish to do us harm. 
 
There can be no return to the innocence of September 10th, 2001--and sadly, no end to the vigilance. 
 
We are reminded of this threat every time we go to an airport. 
 
We now have a Department called Homeland Security.  
 
We have not had an act of terrorism completed in the U.S., though several have been attempted and 
perhaps many prevented. 



 
We fought a war in Iraq and continue to do so in Afghanistan, with high cost in those died or wounded 
and in billions of dollars spent. As I speak, we have men and women fighting for our country, with 
courage, skill, and at grave risk to their lives.  
 
Al-Qaeda is seriously wounded, but still remains as a source of terrorism. 
 
Outside of the United States, 9/11 is also remembered. Let me read a letter from the Mayor of 
Erlangen, Germany. In late October,  I go to Germany to sign a Sister City Agreement.... 
 
What I most remember about 9/11 was that was a time when everybody was united.  
 
Here in the downtown, we gathered two days after 9/11. If you come to my office, there is a 9/11 
picture that hangs in the center of the wall above my desk. It is a picture of Rev Clarke Prescott, Dr. 
EM Abdulmunim, and Rabbi Harold Camiker with their arms around each other. As they stood before 
us, there came the loudest and most sustained applause I can remember as Mayor. We embraced each 
other, as a community and as a country. 
 
The pledge to our flag had a special and powerful meaning. We were proud to pledge allegiance to the 
United States of America. We said with pride that we were one nation, under God, indivisible with 
liberty and justice for all.  
 
The question we ask today is how have we changed? How are you and I different?  
 
As Mayor of Riverside, I take pride in March Air Reserve Base and the role of that the air force plays  
in defense of our country. 
 
I take pride in the extraordinary service of our police and fire fighters, not only in emergencies but in 
their everyday work. 
 
I take pride in this City’s commitment to diversity. If you go to the 7th floor, you can read our 
statement of inclusiveness. It is not a choice, it is who we are. In Riverside, we live, work, and play 
together. 
 
I take pride in this City’s response to emergencies, for Indonesia and Katrina, and most recently for 
Sendai, Japan, our Sister City for over 50 years. We raised over $580,000 for Sendai Relief. 
 
Most of all, I take pride that we are gathering here in front of City Hall to remember 9/11 and to 
commit ourselves to a better future for all people and all faiths in Riverside, and for our children and 
their children. 
 
It is time to come together as a community, for reflection and remembrance! Today is a time to come 
together in national solidarity and unity.  
 
Thank you for coming! 
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