
Minutes 
Human Relations Commission 

November 17, 2005 @ 6:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

3900 Main St. 
 
 
Present: C. Beeman, S. Gordon, A. Isom, K. Keenan, L. Negron-Bermo, D. St. 

Pierre, G. Walker, S. Walker, A. J. Wilson, J. Brandriff, J. Moore, and 
Andrew Guerra (EYAC) 

Absent: C. Johnson (excused), H. Llanes (excused), M. Valdez Yeager (excused), 
R. Diaz (absent) 

Staff: Pedro Payne (Executive Director), Jenna McAlmond (Sr. Analyst), and  
Dan Russell (RPD) 

 
I Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Wilson at 6:30pm. 
 
II Approval of Minutes 
 MOTION: To approve minutes of the October 20, 2005 Meeting: 
 M/S/C:  S. Walker/St. Pierre/Carried 
 
III Introductions and Public Comment 
  
IV Community Presentations 

Due to the resignation of Joan Thirkettle, Homeless Coordinator, there were not 
any community presentations. 

 
V Chairs Report 

Chairperson Wilson attended a meeting held by the City Manager and the 
Homeless Task Force members.   
The meeting discussed intake process as well as the issue that homelessness is 
also an affordable housing issue.  With the new shelter there are 60 beds 
available, and with an emergency weather situation there could be up to 120 beds 
available.   
Chairperson Wilson reported that benchmarks will be established and quarterly 
reports will come to HRC.   
Chairperson Wilson discussed Congress dealing with the extension of the Patriot 
Act that would expire soon.  Chairperson Wilson distributed articles on the 
subject.    

  
A. EYAC Liaison - Andrew Guerrero

  The committee thanked HRC for a spot on the agenda. 
The committee has a new meeting date, a new logo, and is working on 
gathering sponsorship for programs.  The committee has decided to do two 
events for this year, an intern program and a career fair.  There is an on-



going recruitment to fill vacancies on the committee.  EYAC is developing 
a youth newsletter, and is looking to collaborate with the Riverside County 
youth organization.  

 
VI Executive Director's Report 

Pedro added the issue of the SAFE Plan and reported that EYAC is involved in 
the development of the Teen Center.  
Commissioner Beeman asked that staff provide the information requested on city 
services provided to various neighborhoods by code enforcement and park and 
recreation.  
 

 VII Old Business 
 A. RPD Recruitment Endorsement 

Commissioner Gordon reported with the discussion that took place at the 
Governmental Affairs meeting.  The final decision was to create a letter or 
resolution to go to the Police Department and the Human Resources 
Department, as well as the Human Resources Board to commend them on 
their recruitment efforts. 
Commissioner Beeman clarified that her request for Governmental Affairs 
was for the Commission look into the request of the Police Department to 
recruit community members to apply for the department.   
Chairperson Wilson recommended sending a letter with specific 
recommendations and to offer the assistance of HRC.   

1) Develop community group contact list w/ current chairs and 
their meeting times. 
2) RPD liaison should receive the community calendar as well as 
human resources 
3) RPD should have messages displayed on an electronic message 
boards. 

 
VIII New Business 
 A. Civil Rights Watch

As a result of HRC requesting staff to research the civil rights legislation a 
Civil Rights Watch Newsletter has been developed and made available to 
other CAHRO members.  Staff is requesting the Commission take this on 
as an on-going project. 

  MOTION: To make this publication of HRC. 
  M/S/C:  S. Walker/Isom 

Commissioner Isom recommended that the introduction statement be 
created by Commissioners.  Commissioner Wilson agreed to write the first 
one, and invite other commissioners to follow.  Commissioner St. Pierre 
asked that the mailing list be distributed to HRC.   

 
IX Committee and Task Force Reports 
 A.   RPD Liaison
  Officer Dan Russel was present and had nothing new to report. 



 
 B.   RPD Liaison Program

Commissioner Beeman reported that the kick off meeting took place.  
Commissioner Beeman received information regarding the prostitution 
problem on the Eastside.  Commissioner Beeman was asked by her area 
lieutenant to attend an Eastside Neighborhood meeting.  It was reported at 
that meeting that Eastside receives less services that other parts of the city.   
Commissioner Beeman also attend the RPD MAP meeting. 
Commissioner Keenan spoke with the Central Area Lt.  He reported on the 
Day Laborer problem in Casa Blanca.  The department engaged in 
enforcement and changed curbs in the area.  As a result Home Depot 
reported a 10% increase in sales and McDonalds reports a 14% increase.  
Now the department will engage in a maintenance program.  
Commissioner Keenan reported in the Hunt Park a new gang called the All 
Black Kings has been dealt with and the graffiti has decreased.  They have 
also decreased auto thefts by 50%. 
Commissioner St. Pierre reported that the North side is experiencing auto 
theft as well.  Lt. Griffith called Commissioner St. Pierre with the Officer 
Involved Shooting so he was aware of the situation as soon as it happens.  
Commissioner Brandriff has been in contact with Lt. Collopy who is the 
commander of the west side.  They are scheduled to meet next week. 
 

 C. Outreach and Education
Commissioner S. Walker reported on the Disability Roundtable that was 
held November 14th.    
Commissioner S. Walker reported on the meeting held with James 
Williams of the Justice Department and Dana Lofton to discuss what 
involvement HRC and collaborate with USDOJ for Eastside outreach.   
Commissioner Beeman expressed her concern that the Governmental 
Affairs Committee decided not hold Study Circles on Immigration Issues 
at this time.  Chairperson Wilson indicated this issue would be discussed 
further at the Executive Committee.   

 
X Commissioners Comments 

A. Jan Moore reported on a curb cut removal at Canyon Crest Town Center.  
The Commission asked Pedro to follow up with the appropriate city 
personnel. 

B.   Commissioner Negron-Bermo shared an inspirational quote with the 
Commission.  Office of Education is providing training on hate crimes.  
She shared a Business Journal article on homeless, cost of living; The 
North High School Newspaper has a story on the Multicultural Festival 
and article diversity.  Staff will provide copies.  

C. Commissioner Beeman reported there was a hate incident that was a racial 
tag on the MLK High School sign. There should be some response in the 
community.  Chairperson Wilson asked that staff work with 
Commissioner G. Walker for potential response efforts and place on the 



Education/Outreach Committee agenda. 
 
XI Adjournment 
 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:43pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
Jenna McAlmond 
Sr. Analyst  
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