
 
 

  
Minutes 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
3900 Main St., 7th fl-Mayor’s Ceremonial Room 

Riverside, CA 92522 
May 17, 2005  

Commissioner Orientation-4:30-6pm 
Human Relations Commission Public Meeting-6pm 

(951) 826-5302/5709/5427\ 
 

Present: Chani Beeman, Sherry Gordon, Aric Isom, Claudia Johnson, Kelly Keenan, Luz Maria 
Negron-Bermo, Gladys Walker, Sonya Walker, AJ Wilson, Rosemary Heru, John Brandriff, Rebecca 
Diaz, Jan Moore 
 
Absent: Paul Green, Haydee Llanes (excused), David St. Pierre (excused), Marisa Valdez Yeager 
(excused), Rebecca Diaz (excused) 
 
I.    Call to Order at 6:07  
Motion: To excuse absent commissioners 
M/S/C: Gordon/Beeman/Carried         
 
II. Approval of Minutes –  April 21, 2005 
Motion: To Approve the April 21, 2005 Minutes 
M/S/C: Beeman/Isom/Carried                                      
 
III.  Introductions and Public Comment                                                                    
 No public comment. 

 
III. Community Group Discussion  

A. Mental Health- Nancy Olson, Riverside County Dept. of Mental Health        
May is mental health month and one of the goals of the Riverside County Dept. of Mental 
Health is to eliminate the stigma of mental health.  Some of the issues that the organization 
looks at are family involvement, individual care plan, accountability, and cultural competency.  
The county focuses on prevention and education rather than working through the acute 
system.  Children’s services are also an integral part of the programming for the county.  One 
of their missions is to bring services to the community and to bring informal support.  When 
asked what the commission can do to help the problem of mental health in Riverside, Ms. 
Olson replied that hearing the voices from the community and reporting those issues will help.   
 

IV. Chairs Report (written report)                                                                                                   
The last Executive Committee meeting set meeting themes.  Chairperson Wilson provided an 
update on the problem of empty beds at homeless shelters.  Project Achieve has altered their 
policy to allow the beds to be used overnight even if processing is not possible.   

 
V.        Executive Director’s Report                                                                                   

Executive Director Payne brought up the recent news of base closing and will attach a link to 
more information on the HRC website.  The Executive Director also highlighted the Riverside 
report article on the Human Relations Commission.  The preliminary City budget is available 
online.  The final hearing for the budget is the last Tuesday of May. 

       



 
 

                                             
          

VI. Old Business                                                                                                           
  
 

A. Eastside Youth Advisory Council (EYAC) Status Report 
Assistant Director McAlmond provided a description of EYAC activities as well as a description 
of the approved functions of the council.  Commission Walker provided a report on the EYAC 
field trip to the Museum of Tolerance.  ED reported that the EYAC was created as part of a 
safe plan and there is a current effort to create a report on the status of the safe plan.  The 
Commission will communicate 
 
B. Draft Ethics Code 
Commissioner Wilson highlighted the code of ethics and conduct.  The draft will be finalized 
this week and the council presentation will be ready the first week in June.  On page 4-2 there 
is a stipulation to value diversity and respect for every person.   Commissioners discussed the 
extent of Commissioner training as it relates to an Ethics Committee stipulation that all new 
commissioners attend ethics training.   
 
 

VII. New Business                                                                                                          
   

A. Special forum to discuss the RPD Traffic Stop Study 
Staff will work with RPD to find an agreeable date. 
 
Motion: To create a special forum to discuss the RPD Traffic Stop Study 
M/S/C: Beeman/Gordon/Carried 
 
B. Immigration Study Circles  
The proposed study circles would take place during the summer.  Commissioner Negron 
suggested that the commission do an immigration study circle before working with the public.  
Commissioner Isom suggested an informational session.  Chairperson Wilson suggested a 
three-step method; first, a workshop to educate commissioners, second a Commission study 
circle, and finally a public study session. 

 
 
C. New Format for the Annual Report 
Chairperson Wilson suggested that the Annual Report to the Council include both the Annual 
Report and the Report Card.  Commissioners will add suggestions via email to staff. 

 
VIII. Committee and Task Force Reports                                                                  

 
A. RPD Liaison-Chani Beeman 
The application will be transferred to an electronic format and the deadline for submission will 
be in one week.  Lt. Hurt reported that Commissioners should refer interested recruits to the 
City of Riverside.  Lt. Hurt brought up the recent attention on “six packs” and parolee housing.   
B. Questions for Subcommittee Chair 
C.  Homeless Task Force (included in Chairs report) 

 
IX. Commissioners Comments                                                                               
Commissioners Isom-Wanted to get Commissioner sign up for the Juneteenth Celebration. 
Commissioner Negron-Related a positive experience at an RCC event. 
               
 



 
 

X. Community Calendar 
 
XI. Schedule of Meetings (all subcommittee meetings are held at City Hall, please check 

agenda for conference room location) 
 
 - Governmental Affairs:  May 26, 2005 @ 5:30pm. 

- Education and Outreach:  May 23, 2005 @ 5:30 pm. 
- Executive:  May 31, 2005 @ 5:30 pm. 
- Human Relations Commission:  June 16, 2005 @ 6:00pm 
    

XII. Adjournment at 7:50pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jen Gray-O’Connor 
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