
Things You Can do 
to Prevent Graffiti

• Get educated. Learn about graffiti, how it
impacts your community and how you
can help

• Report graffiti for clean-up by calling
(951) 826-5311

• Organize a paint-out in your neighborhood

• Adopt a spot in your school or community
and make sure it stays clean and
graffiti free

• Coordinate a graffiti awareness campaign
at your school or in your community

• Plant trees or other greenery near a
graffiti-plagued wall to help prevent
access

• Install lighting in areas that are dark
and often hit with graffiti

• Remove graffiti promptly

• Block graffiti-prone areas with fencing,
gates or other barriers

Call (951) 683-7100 and volunteer to
help keep our community clean.
City of Riverside partners with 
Keep Riverside Clean & Beautiful
(www.krcb.com) for community
beautification projects

The Broken Window Theory
If a broken window is left unattended, then
very quickly other broken windows appear 
and other vandalism occurs as well. Yet by
repairing the broken window immediately,
further damage is avoided.  This reveals 
that the public’s perception of safety and
neighborhood values are adversely affected by
vandalism such as graffiti and broken windows.

Respect Riverside
The difference between art and graffiti is
permission. An artist has permission to create
and paint a mural, portrait or landscape.
Taggers do not have permission to leave their
mark on public or private property. Tagging
is a crime that is punishable by law.
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What is Graffiti?
Graffiti is vandalism

• It is unauthorized markings or etching with paint, 
stickers, markers or sharp objects

• Graffiti is a felony crime when it causes $400 
or more in damages

• It is a felony whenever a church or historical 
monument is targeted

• Graffiti is a visual eyesore that causes negative
community impact 

GRAFFITI IS A CRIME.

Why Does it Appear?
Tagging is done for a variety of reasons

• Vandals rebelling against authority

• Delinquents seeking recognition 

• An attempt to stake a claim on an area

• Peer pressure

• A false belief that tagging is creating art
GRAFFITI IS NOT ART.

What Helps
Prevent Graffiti?

• Respect for where you live

• Awareness of personal and community impacts

• Participation in hobbies, art, music, sports, etc. 

• Proactive community involvement

• Quick removal of graffiti 

• Communication: Parent-child interaction
School-student intervention
Friends helping friends

JUST SAY “NO” TO GRAFFITI.How it Hurts Our
Community?

Graffiti sends a message that no one cares. It attracts
other forms of crime and increases crime statistics in
the community. The result is residents and businesses
feel less safe and secure.  Property values, business
growth and tourism decline.  You should know that
the cost to clean up graffiti diverts tax dollars away
from parks and recreational programs.
GRAFFITI HURTS.

Get connected with your neighborhood by getting involved.

PUBLIC WORKS

CLEAN TEAM PARTNERS WITH

THE COMMUNITY FOR A

GRAFFITI FREE RIVERSIDE.
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