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Witness
Castro, Thomas Martin Jr. DOB M/H
5808 Yarborough  Rvsd, CA Cell - Home - _

Interview
Thomas Castro Jr. was interviewed at the Magnolia Sta

Castro said that when he arrived a fbe
neighbor. He heard more yelling.afig” screarfi}
went to the front door and Carlos sun came p

Castro said that about fift
Carlos was in the garagg
was intoxicated.

it on Carlos got to the end of the driveway, he saw two police officers
approaching Caﬁés from his left. He said the police were in uniform. He said he heard one of
the officers, say, “put the weapon on the floor”, or “lay what's in your hand on the floor”. He said
Carlos lmmed|ately pulled a shotgun out of the chair bag and point the shotgun at the officers.
He sasdfCarlos was holding the shotgun with both hands, at waist level. He was pointing the
shotgin at the officers

stro said he heard the police officers say, “put the gun down”. He said he heard the
command twice. He said Carlos was pointing the shotgun at the officers, and then saw the
officers fire their guns at Carlos. He said he heard and saw four shots from the officers. He
said he did not see Carlos fire the shotgun.

Castro said that Carlos was about 15 to 20 feet from the officers when he pointed the shotgun at
them.

Castro said that immediately after the shooting, he laid down on the ground with his hands out,
& and obeyed the officer's commands.
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Castro said that the garage light was on during the entire incident, which illuminated the front
driveway. He said there were also a light on the side of the house, and a street light, which

illuminated the area.

Castro had no further information.
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Okay.

All right. So you’re.;
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INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS CASTRO
Q=Det. Rick-Cobb -
A=Thomas Castro

Well based on the (unintelligible) today, just take — kind of take

(unintelligible) um were you across the street with your family while this all
started?

Yeah we were at the house originally.

Okay.




CPRC No. 08-037 / Tab 47

INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS CASTRO
Interviewer: Det. Rick Cobb

Case #P08-126023

Page 2

45 A And uh I was on the — I was on my house phone and uh I heard the — the
46 commotlon gomg on. Yelling, screaming, cursing. And I was trymg to ﬁgure

...(Talise) the neighbor next door with — well I thought it was his sister but 1
guess it was his girlfriend.

Mm-hm.

And they ran into the house and we heard more yelling and screaming. So
maybe like five minutes goes by and then finally we attempt, you know, to go
toward the house to go figure out what’s going on. And yelling and
screaming, shouting, and so I walked to the front door. My mom goes to the
garage. And I see the son come out and he’s like, “Who — who are you?”
You know, like well, “I’m Tommy, you know, I haven’t seen you guys for
awhile but I’'m the neighbor across the street, is everything all right?” He’s
like, “Yeah I remember, you know, no fucking problems, you know,” excuse
my language but...
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Q: That’s all right. Tell it what’s going on.

A: So I was like, “Hey man I'm not gonna ca

ﬁ"i)roblems, I’'m just
nelghbor you know, I'm not, you know ;1 ¢ i

‘au?se you know, I just dldn t know what
distance and finally they move into the
s go by, now that I’ve been there, you know,

Fhere’s anything just, you know, and you could tell he’s intoxicated. His
sords. Anidiso I was like man he’s just pretty decent size guy, you know.

b 1'm talking to my dad, you know, my dad had just come over and he’s like,
What’s going on?” I go, “You know, I don’t know.” I let him know what —
what I saw. And so I look at that. And they — they move — they migrated
towards the garage and I guess they had — (Carlos) had had a problem with
another — I don’t know if it was a — another family member or cousin - uncle,
I don’t really - he was an older individual that was there but he ended up
leaving with somebody else what family or friends or whoever.

Uh-huh.

A: So it was all right. He left, we were settling down, he was calming down
already. And the sister came over — Jennifer — she stopped by, “What’s going
on? What’s going on?”

Q: Mm-hm.

A: I guess that whole argument was over the daughter that lives there. (Rita).
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r\

135

136 Q: Okay.

137

138 A: And that’s what I guess blew him up in the place ‘cause he was

139 about, “I don’t understand why you’re ha ifig'her live here,” and this* and so

140 I — I was like, “Oh it’s none of my businéss.” So we got — we finally-got him

141 to calm down ‘cause he was just furioiis and raging. And maybe20 minutes

142 now, you know, and we were only-there maybe a half an hoit before the cops

143 showed.

144

145 Q

146

147

148 garage — close thig'garage.” A all

149 out a that little step ladder;; ed out that little step ladder. I'm like,

150 “What — what’s thi thg?” You'know, my dad’s all, you know, this

151 ain’t right,’'you know; he6ld my:| fothers to go inside the house — go inside

152 the house, you know,we don’t kKnow what he’s gonna do and — and finally he

153 ras.reaching:fo

%kind of, ygu. k’;low, getting pretty scary at this point. And he hops down
ff the little step ladder and grabs this little — you could tell it was like a bag
Aot:a fold up chair.

ut it had a odd shape to it. And I—and I recognize the shape, I go, “That’s
like — that’s like a sawed off or some sort of shotgun or something, you
know,” so I said, “Hey, you know, everybody calm down — calm down, we
don’t know what this guy’s gonna do.” He’s already been drinking and stuff,
you know, and that’s the only thing that calmed it down. After he grabbed
that, he was calm. He was just gonna walk away and leave, you know, but we
were like, “Well you can’t let him walk away with that, you know, that’s,” so
as he’s walking out I was there in the driveway with my dad and I believe it
was his son (Carlos) and the girlfriend, I believe with the baby. They were
walking their way out to the car. And we see two -1 think it was — yeah it
was two gentlemen walking up and, you know, obviously suited up in
uniforms.

They were cops?

They were cops — officers.
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Okay.

And they get their flashlights, you know, an ‘

what north on (Yarborough) and they’re comihg down the drivew.
going — and uh from the left side he wag Carlos), the dad — (Carlos),
was walking into the street ha — you kniow, he had this sort of sh gun in his
hand like this but it was — it wasn’ttevealed:yet. And the police officer goes,
“Hey you right there, you know, put the, you kiow, put the,” T think he said,
“Put the article, you know, the weapon.on thg floor orwhatever,” ‘cause it
looked like a weapon. Asigd

I don’t know ifhe said w put, ow, lay — lay — oh shit what’d he
say? Lay:ihe— lay what'you'got in the ‘and, you know, in your hand on the
-atse the 45 like, youknow, you could tell he was already

én-the guy comes out, (Carlos) - he — kind of like he’s
ng «T'hat’s when he goes, “Put your hands up, you know, put your
ds up in thé air, you know. Put whatever on the ground, put your hands

»
XY .

you kno#w?” And (Carlos) pulls it completely out and then he held it, you
cheld it like and that’s when shots were fired and I -1 just — I jumped
d you see what he had in his hand?

Oh yeah it was — it was plain old shotgun.

Plain old shotgun? He pointed it at the officer?

And he pointed it. It was like — like if he — we don’t know if he was gonna
shoot or what, if it was even loaded. But still you know.

And he’s holding it kind of down?

He’s holding it. And he had it like down. And he yelled something but I
can’t remember — I just got down on the floor. I just heard shots and...

So you see him pointing the gun at the officers. Is that when you duck on the
floor?
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225 A Ri — right when I seen it ‘cause I seen the officers had their ar — their guns
226 drawn. And they said, “Put the gun down.” They — they — they told him twice
227 1 believe. And ‘cause he already had it like thi
228
229 Q: So the cop...
230
231 A Like out of the bag.
232 :
233 Q: ...say put — cops say, “Put the:gun'down —putithe gun do
234 ol
235 A “Put the gun down,” and )
236 And they — that was it:"Boom — bpom.?Maybe | hi(é"four shots maybe. Three
237 or four. Tdon’t kng., 3 §ralready sﬁaﬁken up, like oh, you know.

. thie floor, dropped the shotgun and like kind of just laid there and I
it my hands up on the floor and just stretched out, you know.

Eﬁd ;’01! see (Carlos) shoot the gun?
He didn’t — he didn’t fire it.

He didn’t fire?

No.

So (Carlos) is coming out and while he starts to pull the shotgun out, the cops
have their guns out and they say, “Put the gun down,” twice?

1 believe he said it put it down twice.
And then (Carlos) point — points the gun...

That’s when he...
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That’s when he...

...he pointed it and they said — they said on — they said — well when he w
pointing it out and they said lay the — put th

Right.

...put the gun down — put the

And they shot him?
...they fired yeah.

Okay. How fardy
from the cops?+

And he was, you know, maybe 20 feet.

All right. The two officer’s park, they originally have their flashlights out.
(Carlos) starts pulling out like I said and that’s when they said, “Put the gun
down — put the gun down.” (Carlos) points it at ‘em, kind of holding it down
at his waist kind of.

Right.
Then he fire — a or — the cops shoot (Carlos).
They shoot (Carlos).

Okay. And you —no doubt in your mind it was a shotgun that (Carlos) had in
his hand?
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315 A Yeah.

316

317 Q: Okay. Could you tell like was it — was it a sawed off or was it — could

318 could you get decent look at it or no?

319

320 A It was — it was pretty short so, I mean Ldidn’t sit there and stare g

321 know.

322

323 Q

324

guns and I seen the shi tu{g, yo @cnow,l seen tli¢‘shooting, that’s whenI-1
: 1 body to get ﬂown I put my hands down

id you e@;g;(éérlos) yelling anything to the cops at all?

was — when (Carlos) was right here in the street, the (unintelligible)
here. And they were saying stuff in Spanish but I don’t speak Spanish.

“Okay. Did you hear (Carlos) actually saying anything to the cops? Did you -
or no?

Uh you know what? Ikind of blanked him out. I just trying to listen to what
they were listening ‘cause I didn’t, you know...

When you were over there, was the garage light on?

Yeah.

Yeah? Garage light on? So you could — it — it kind of made it so it
illuminated outside? You — you’re able to at least have some light on in the

garage — in the uh driveway area?

Oh yeah.
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Okay.

It’s just the — the side light was on.

Yeah.
You know, the side of the house w,
Okay.

Yeah. The street light

They caine — they came from (Carlos)’ left side right?

Carlos) walking down and came on the left?
Well correct.

Okay. Allright. I think that’s about it man.
All right.

Go ahead and turn this off.

This transcript hasbi%vicwed :with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate




