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Witness
Castro, Thomas Martin Sr. DoOB M/H
5808 Yarborough  Rvsd, CA Cell - ( Home - (NG

Interview :
Castro was interviewed at the Magnolia Station on 09-01-08"at 0035 hours. The i
digitally recorded and later downloaded to the depa

iew was

Castro said he was in his house at about 8:00 or 8:30 pm earlie
a commotion from across the street at 5807, Yarborough:
street to see if everything was alright. He sgid-his family+
for years.

Castro said that as he was leaving, ki 1, g6 _across ther treet, the nephew of S-Carlos
came over holding a baby. : to qaﬁj;ihe cops because there was an
argument across the street. b ps; and walked across the street.

rrived at the garage acrgss the street, he saw Carlos arguing with
family members. He said he trie ettle down.Carlos, who was very angry. He said Carlos
wanted to fight peopte’ : e. He said’the argument lasted for about 20 minutes.

Castro said thal:Carlo
but his family-was insi
close the-garage dof

‘the garage door. He said he was outside the garage,
inside the garage. He said Carlos continued to try to
ge did not shut.

begary y king for something in the garage. He said he was looking all
found what appeared to be a 3 foot long tent bag. He said he

Castro sald that Carlos took the tent bag and began walking down the driveway towards the

street. He said:Atiat'when Carlos got to the end of the driveway, he saw two police officers

approaching Caﬂos from his left. He said the officers were wearing uniforms and were easily
identifiable. a:police.

Castg;g%f‘aid that he heard the police identify themselves by yelling, “Police. Freeze”. He said he
saw-Carlos immediately pull a shotgun from the tent bag. He saw Carlos holding the shotgun

vifh-two hands and pointing it at the officers. He said Carlos was crouching behind a parked
gar at the end of the driveway and was pointing the shotgun at the officers.

Castro said that within five seconds of Carlos pointing the shotgun at police, he heard at least
three gunshots. He said the shots sounded the same. He did not hear a shotgun blast. He
said he did not see who fired the shots, because he turned to go into the house when he saw
Carlos pull out the shotgun.

Castro said he waited inside until the police ordered him out of the house.

Castro said that the garage light was on which illuminated the driveway area.
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Castro had no further information.
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And that's in Riverside.
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INTERVIEW WITH THOMA:

ASTRO, SR.

Right. And a phone number?
Ah, I

Do you have a cell phone?
Yes, it's ] area code also.
Mm-hm.

It's I

Okay, um, first of all I - I obviously - it's very obvious. I want to make sure
you're clear though. You are obviously - you're not under arrest. You're not
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~

46 being detained and you're not in any trouble. I'm interviewing you basically

47 as a witness.

48

49 A Correct.

50 ;

51 Q: So, you're free to go if you ever wanted:tg: " If you ever wanted to:§top talking

52 to me you can just - you can say

53

54 : Okay.

55

56 : Okay?

57

58 : Sure.

Because it’s~§o'10ﬁd, In

me - if I understand right, correct me if I'm

When I - when we heard noises across the street.

Why don't you take it from there and just kind of go over the whole scenario
for me.

Sure. Um, time wise specifically I didn't look real - at the timeframe, but I'd
say around 8:00, 8:00-ish, 8:30.

Okay.

Somewhere around there, um, we knew they had a family get together across
the street.

Mm-hm.
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9 A We've known the neighbor for over 20 years with the mother, (Margaret).

91 And ah, we know they've been having some family issues recently.

92 2

93 Q Mm-hm

94 |

95 A Um, we heard them getting a little bit louder than normal, so we -:my’

96 went over to see if there was anything:she could do. We knew that

97 family members. Um, I don't know.all the family members:

98 couple of them. Ah, when I say that she went,Izwas going.to go to - to make

99 gut when grie of the - I want to
100 - ss the strégt. That's when I said,
101 hey, is everything - I gsked him, if éverythinp.Was all right. And he said,
102 oh, they're having a: & big argun And I gg;dre you okay? Anybody
103 hurt? So he goesy And I go, I'think my wife already did. And
104 so ah, and sg my - my ah, ‘was - my-concern was safety of my wife at
105 ime bigcduse it stagfed gétting moré louder, verbal as far as like an
106 Fapproached the house I seen ah, the older son,
107 ah,‘was arguing.with I don't know who. But it seems like he
108 Hie was thé:doudest. Iknow I've recently met (Carlos) the
109 Jm I - I plit'my arm around him to try to settle him down a

ittle bit as fat-as ah, défusing, you know, what was going on. And he saw me

and-théy started getting loud again and he started back up. Ah, he started

‘_wagffilg to get physical with them. I go, (Carlos), (Carlos), it's not worth it.
: f, you know, relax and I'm here to help you. What do you need? At that

time I could smell - at that time when I got close to him I could smell like he
had been drinking. I could smell some alcohol. Um, ah, this went on back
and forth for around maybe 20 minutes or so to a half hour. And ah, he
started - he started settling down and he closed the garage door. Well my
concern was what was he doing. You know, because he was kind of already -
he was still drunk. My concern was if he had some type of weapon, knife or
anything. My family - my sons and my wife were in the - in the garage at the
time. My concern was their safety at that time. Ah, I kept blocking my door
with the foot so it wouldn't close. It kept going up. So whatever he was
trying - he was trying to get something in the garage. And I was like, well I
didn't know what. I didn't know where. So I was - I was ah, directing my kids
to go out through the garage door through the house. But the garage door was
locked from the inside. So he reached for - he was trying to reach for
something in the garage. 1 don't know what. Ah, like by the - where the
garage door opener was, somewhere in there. And for some reason he
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couldn't find something. So I - as soon as he came down - he had a little step
stool. As soon as he came down, I said open the door, let's get out of here,

Are you inside or are you outside the gmage?
At that time we were - at that time we were i
Inside the garage.
Yes, inside the garage.

Okay. Go ahead.

idepfified - they identified thelrselves as officers and they told hlm to freeze.
Theyr told him to freeze. And that's when he pulled the whatever ah, gun I
“think it was out of the bag. And he was trying to like. I don't know if he was
trymg to aim at them and like kind of hide behind a car that was parked right
there in the street. And that's when they - I heard shots. When I heard that I
immediately - I was just trying to get my family and anybody down, safe out
of harm's way. But at the same time - at the same time not to confuse the
officers that we were part of it. Um, so we just - we froze and we just kept on
the ground. As soon as the officers shot I didn't see - I couldn't see him
directly, but I knew that he wasn't moving any more. So I knew they had
either, you know, that he either surrendered or he had been shot at that time.

Okay. So you saw - you saw two officers approaching?
I - I think it was two. I know it was more than one, but it was kind of dark.

Okay.
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But yes, they approaching. They had actually parked I think down the street a
little bit and they were approaching the house on foot.

You could tell they were officers?
Yes, yes.
You saw that they were in unifg

Yes. Yes.

Pid you sééavhat he pulled out?

€ 1t was a shotgun. It looked like a gun to me. But at that time, the

But you saw what you thought was a shotgun?

I believe so.

Is that when you took cover?

Yes, yes.

So did you - did you see (Carlos) shoot the gun at all?

No, not that I recall. Not that I recall.

Were you - did you see the officers shoot or were you - were you kind of...

1 was kind of like hidden a little bit, when I kind of heard the shots.
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,\

223

224 Q Okay. Did you hear the shot? Once he pulled the shot gun out.

225 5

26 A I seen him like pull it out of somethmg, that I Ie like a tent bag. He d it

227 out and I think he was like aiming.

228

229 : Was he aiming at the officers?

How long was it until you heard the shots?

Um, within maybe 20 - 20 seconds or so. About 20 seconds I'd say.

: So he pulls out the thing.

60 A Mm-hm.

261

262 Q: And then it's, I mean 20 seconds?

263

264 A Maybe not even that. Let's see. No, less than that.
7265

266 Q: If I started a minute ago, we're still on.
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268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279 3
280 They tell him freezé:*The officé
281 seconds. A
282
283
284
285
286
287

88
289
290
291
292
293
294
29 Q: : ‘Because some people think 20 seconds isn't that long, but when you really
296 50k at it it is, so that's why I wanted to...

Oh no. It was maybe ten.

Ten?

Maybe if - if that.
Let's just say, I'm looking at my
Okay.

Okay, (Carlos) pulls out $he

>R xR 2 R »

Sure.
And how many shots do you - did you hear?

Um, [ want to say - I want to say maybe three. Three. It might have been
more. ButI - like I said I was - [ was...

So it was safe to say at least three shots?

306

307 A At least, yeah.

308

309 Q: Okay. Let me ask you, the shots you heard, did they sound the same, like
310 from the same gun or was some - were they different?

311
312 A Um, it sounded like the same. The same type of gun.
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314 Q: Okay.

Pea; » éy saw that he was pulling something out and ah, that's
‘ €y - they'told him to freeze and he - they - he was pointing it at them

going 10 kind of go over everything and correct me if I - if I wrote it down
wrofig. You were at your house. You heard a commotion across the street.

'Mm—hm.

Your wife goes across the street.

Mm-hm. Mm-hm.

To go see what's going on.

Correct.

At that point ah, did you say a man comes over or a woman?

It was actually - it was actually a - it was a nephew. So he was like a - to me,
from that lighting it looked like a teenager.

Okay. So nephew comes over to you.
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With a baby.

With a baby.

Yes.

And says call the cops?
Yes. Call for help.

Did you call 911 or? :

Family members.

No, no. I believad-my wif
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Family members that were...

Yes.

Inside the garage or inside the house?

Correct, garage.

Okay. So he's arguing with people inside the garage and he wanted to fight

them.

Correct.

And this argument went on for about 20 minutes.
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-

403

404 A On and off, correct.

405 e

406 Q: Okay. And then you said when he - when (Catlos) starts to close the gaiage,

407 when you say close the garage, you mean tae ig garage door? :

408

409 : Correct, correct.

410

411 : He tries to close it, you're insi

412

413 : Um, at that time...

eto-1 got inside. I was blocking the door.
{e sensor that keeps it from coming down.

So you're inside and (Carlos) was looking around for something.
Correct.

And then he finally finds...

He was on a step stool initially.

Uh-huh. Yeah.

But I don't know if he - I don't know, because the door kept going open and
closing that he stopped. He got off the step stool and went towards the side.

Mm-hm.

)
5
Q

447 A There's a lot of like ah, there's just a lot of stuff accumulated.
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Junk and stuff, yeah.

So he knows where it's at and he pulls it o
He pulled it...

But he never pulled it out there. He ulls a

% 'said - he settles on - decides that he's going to leave.

Okay. So he leaves and he starts walking down the driveway?
Directly down towards the car that was parked on the curb.
When he - when he comes across the officers where is he at?
He's right like - if this is the car...

Uh-huh.

He's about right here.

Okay. He's at the end of the driveway?

Correct. He's already in the street.
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Okay. So he's at the end of the driveway. And which way are the cops
approaching? :

Ah, they're running - the street goes ah

Well let's say he's - let's see. He' going down

the driveway.

ang down, We'll sa

Correct.

Were the cops coming ' m his left

From his left.

Okay. You didn't see their car, but you did see two - at least two officers.

You saw their uniform?

Yes.

Okay, they ID'd themselves. They said police, freeze.
Correct.

(Carlos) pulls out, you see a shotgun.

Correct.

And he aims it at the officers. And could you tell, did he rack a round at all?
Could you tell?
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Um, you know what I didn't - I couldn't.

Okay. That's all right.

I was listening to it but I didn't. I seen hifn kneel. Kneel down.
Uh-huh.
And that's when they ah, they“'they
Did he actually kneil" own?

1t seemed like he kneel

ez R » R 2 R > R0 » R 2

Qkay: From the front?
" Yes; He was like - he was going to get into that car.

He was aiming at the officers?

Correct.

And that's when you - you turned to help the family or whatever?
Yeah. My concern was where they were at.

Right.

And I kneeled down because I knew something was going to...

And within five seconds you hear the shots.
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Correct.

And it's at least three shots.
Correct.

And they all sounded the same. They:
Correct.

And that was it. And theq,

>R R PR xR 2R P

t was fairly - it was fairly light, from the garage.
" And actually his son was with him.
Uh-huh.
Was with him partially down the driveway.
Mm-hm.
But went back in the garage.
Okay.
And see I didn't know if the son had anything, any weapon.

All right. Because the light was on you could see fairly well?
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628
629
630
631
632
633
634 ok
635 That's why you saw the officers and you saw.they were unife
636 was no doubt about it? ’
637

638 A Correct. Correct.
639
640
641
642
643

Ah, yes, yes. Like down the driveway, yes.

You could see down the driveway.

Correct.

R > R

1s and there

R

645
646
647

48
649
650
651
652
653
654

>R xR

the driveway. I was in between that. So I was maybe ah, 5 or 6 feet.

Froni where the car was parked and to the door.
656 :
657 ‘Was there any obstructed view from you to the - to the officers or to the...
Um, not necessarily to the officers but to car - to (Carlos) yes, because I was
in - I was in his line. I was out of his line of view but in the view of the
officers.

Right. But you were able to see him pull out a shotgun though?

665 A: It seemed like a shotgun.

666

667 Q: Okay. Was it like a rifle?

668

669 A It looked like a rifle, shotgun or...
~670

671 Q: Okay.

672
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r\
673 A Some - some long, you know, longer than a pistol.
674
675 Q: Okay. Allright. Can you think of anything else_that might be important thit 1
676 should know before we close this up here" 5
677
6718 A: Um, no. Not - the only thing was that ah
679
680 Q: Mm-hm,

__.'I}gingback towards the garage.
gother weapon in there or not.

tariscript has b

een revifwed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

] d




