
 

COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES 
MINUTES 

Monday, January 11, 2010 
6:00 PM  

 
FIFTH FLOOR LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL, 

3900 MAIN STREET, RIVERSIDE, 92522  
GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT, 951-826-5427 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

“The mission of the Commission on Disabilities is to promote greater 
awareness of, respect for, and the total participation of individuals with 
disabilities into all aspects of life.” 

 
State law restricts the Commission on Disabilities from taking action on an item unless it has been included 
on an agenda and posted at least 72 hours in advance of a meeting or unless the matter falls within one of 
the narrow exceptions.  Consequently, any item not listed on this agenda will normally have to be delayed 
until the item can be made part of a posted agenda. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 pm 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

1. Roll Call:  Paul Van Doren, Gigi Welch, Linda Garcia, Lesley Robinson, Donald Hawecker, Virginia 
Werly, Jack Brewerr 

 
Commissioner Stream arrived at 6:10 pm. 
 
Absent (excused): Debbie Keller, Ty Lawyer  
 
2. Introductions and Public Comment Period - This is the portion of the meeting specifically set aside 

to invite your comments regarding any matter within the Commission’s jurisdiction.  Individual 
audience participation is limited to 3 minutes. 

a. Karen Wright, resident – expressed concern about the configuration of City curb cuts and 
public safety of wheel chair users while using these curb cuts.  Ms. Wright mentioned a 
meeting regularly held at the Goeske Center.  She mentioned a transit website called riding in 
riverside that provides information concerning transit options.   

b. The Very Special Arts Faire 4 Committee presented information about the upcoming event on 
March 25, 2010.  The COD will have a booth at this event. 

 
3. Minutes for the meeting of November 9, 2009 

 
M/S Werly/Brewer and unanimous to hold the November 9, 2009 minutes until February 8, 2009 due to lack 
of a quorum to approve.  Commissioners Welch, Van Doren and Robinson would have abstained from 
voting. 
 
AYES – 7 (Werly, Brewer, Van Doren, Welch, Garcia, Hawecker, Robinson); NOES – 0; ABSTAIN – 0; 
Absent 3 (Keller, Lawyer, Stream)  
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. 2010 Workplan Review  
 
This item will be discussed on February 8, 2010. 
 
2. Downtown Public Parking and ADA Accessibility – Working Discussion 
 
The COD discussed the issue of on-street handicapped parking and noted that the Downtown Parking 
Committee was currently working on many of the issues concerning the COD and handicapped parking.  
Commissioner Werly recommended that the COD reach out to the Downtown Parking Committee in order to 
addresses handicapped parking concerns.  Commissioners Van Doren and Hawecker agreed to form a 
Parking subcommittee of the COD. 
 
M/S Werly/Brewer and unanimous to form a COD Parking Sub-Committee. 
 
AYES – 7 (Werly, Brewer, Van Doren, Welch, Garcia, Hawecker, Robinson); NOES – 0; ABSTAIN – 0; 
ABSENT - 3 (Keller, Lawyer, Stream) 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Commission's Annual Report (Linda Garcia) 
 
Linda Garcia noted outstanding items needed for the next annual report.  Continuing information concerning 
the Code Enforcement trash can program was requested. 
 
2. WorkAbility Program – California School for the Deaf, (Linda Garcia) 
 
This information was noted by the COD.   
 
3. Housing Modification and Affordable Housing Resources (Paul Van Doren) 

 
Commissioner Van Doren provided an oral report on the Housing Element of the General Plan which 
addresses neighborhood quality, the supply and quality of housing, housing assistance, and special 
needs. Through the General Plan document, the city has a mandate to improve quality of life through 
housing, parks, land use, public services, transportation, etc.  Copies of minutes and presentations 
concerning the Housing Element Update will be provided for the next meeting. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1. Mayor’s Night Out, January 13, 2010 – Patricia Beatty Elementary at 6:30 pm  
 
2. Riverside’s Model Deaf Community Committee (MDCC) – time, date and location to be announced 
 
3. 4th Annual Very Special Arts Faire, March 25, 2010, at Ramona High School 
 
4. Parking, Traffic and Streets Commission - first Wednesday of each month at 5:30 PM in the Public 

Utilities Board Room. 
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5. Downtown Parking Committee - third Wednesday of each month at 3 PM in the City Hall Fifth Floor 

Conference Room. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  7:20 pm 
 


