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OLD BUSINESS 
 

4. Discussion concerning progress of the first two Play Date events at the Fairmount Park Universally 
Accessible Playground 

 
Commissioner Nakama noted that the first two events had good turnout, including attendance by 
Councilmember Gardner.  The first event was challenging because there were only two children with 
disabilities.  For the second event, there were 52 children signed up for the play club, but of the 52, only 4 
had special needs.  She expected that the July 16 event would have more special needs children.  The goal 
was to at least double the number of special needs kids participating in the event since they are important to 
the success of these events.  She also noted that it was difficult to publicize the events through the school 
district, so word-of-mouth would likely be the best method of publicizing these events.  The main problem 
with this start-up event was getting parents with special needs kids to bring their children. 
 
Commissioner Nakama is hoping that Student Transportation of America will be involved by donating 
transportation services.   
 
In response to a question from the COD about a sponsor, Commissioner Nakama noted that there were 
funds left over from the last event so none were currently needed.  Instead of using professional services for 
face painting, arts & crafts and other activities, volunteers were used for these services in order to save 
money. 
 
Miguel Lujano offered to publicize the event through IEHP. 
 
Commissioner Nakama will look into having the postcards for the events made up in Spanish. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
5. New Mandatory Medi-Cal Enrollment and Automatic Enrollment into health plans – Miguel Lujano, 

IEHP Disability Community Representative  
 
Miguel Lujano, IEHP Disability Community Representative, provided information about mandatory 
enrollment.  An important change to Medi-Cal enrollment took effect 6/1/11 and will continue through 
2012.  The goal is to get those eligible for Medi-Cal onto managed care plans.  The State of California 
found that this would be in the best interest of those being served due to continuity of care, fraud 
prevention and other important reasons.  Managed care plans would also help clients be connected 
to other services that would complete their health, care such as in home care services after surgery.  
Managed care has a lot of systems in place to provide complete service. 
 
Mandatory enrollment is affecting thousands of people on Medi-Cal.  The hope of IEHP is that the 
number of people who are automatically enrolled into a health plan will be limited. IEHP wants 
individuals to at least have a say in which plan they choose or get educated about the exemptions 
that are available.  Because clients are not making enrollment selections, thousands are being 
assigned to IEHP without actually having made a selection.  Progress is being made with the help of 
community partners like the COD.   
 
Medi-Ccal says that clients must choose a provider before their birth month this year.  On or before 
your birth month in 2011, if you are on original Medi-Cal only, you have to select a health plan.  If 
clients do not make a selection, a plan will be selected for them.  There is criteria used to determine a 
client’s plan: a review of the medical doctors seen within the last nine months, the last specialist, the 
last clinic or emergency room visited.  All of this information and more is factored into the decision of 
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which plan has contracted all or most of these providers.  The plan that has contracts with the most of 
the client’s health care providers in the last nine months is the plan selected.  Also considered is if the 
client has been enrolled or used the health plan, if so, that is the plan selected.  There are still many 
who are mandatorily enrolled.   
 
Mandatory enrollment affects only those who have original Medi-Cal.  If there are veterans benefits or 
Medi-Care benefits, the client is not subject to mandatory enrollment.  There are also individuals who 
have original Medi-Cal who will not be affected by mandatory enrollment such as foster youth, those 
with high medical needs, those who see multiple specialists and are currently receiving treatment for 
an illness will not be automatically enrolled.  In these cases, a 12 month waiver can be signed and 
automatic enrollment will not occur.  But you must fill out the waiver form or be automatically enrolled 
in one of the health plans.   
 
In response to a question from the COD about if someone automatically enrolled will know they have 
new enrollment, Mr. Lujano noted that new clients would receive a benefit notification from IEHP.  
When the notification is received, the client has no idea about the automatic enrollment.  Or the client 
goes in to see a medical doctor and are then notified that they cannot be seen because their 
enrollment has changed. 
 
Mandatory enrollment started in June 2011 and will continue through 2012.  There are also other 
changes to Medi-Cal.  There will be changes to how people receive their care.  For instance, there 
will now be co-payments and limits to the number of times clients can see doctors per year and a 
10% funding cut to service providers.  Also, Medi-Cal and Healthy Families will be combined.  Healthy 
Families is a low cost insurance for children and teens.  It provides health, dental and vision coverage 
to children who do not have insurance and do not qualify for free Medi-Cal.  Combining both services 
is an effort to cut State costs. 
 
Of note also is that the Federal poverty level will be increasing which will make more people elgible 
for services.  Also, there are some people who cannot join a health plan for medical reasons and they 
may not receive notification about mandatory enrollment.   
 
Media ads, fliers and IEHP representatives are being used to spread the word about the need to 
enroll in a managed care plan if you are a Medi-Cal only recipient. 
 

6. Discussion concerning a proposed Public Service Announcement about issues that affect the 
disabled community and how the Community-at-Large can help  
 
This item will be held over to the September 12, 2011 COD meeting. 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

7. Brief reports on conferences, seminars, and meetings attended by COD members 
 
Commissioner Van Doren attended the Mayor’s night out at Bryant School. A lot of city staff are 
always in attendance to represent various departments.   
 
Commissioner Nakama noted that this fall Ramona High School will be 4th in the world to go 
textbookless, including special education classes.  Kobe readers will be provided and the book data 
will be downloaded onto the device.  The readers are much less expensive than books.  Websites 
must be provided by teachers for information about assignments and schedules. This is all very 
importatant for students with special needs.   
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In response to COD questions, Mr. Lujano advised that the upcoming IEHP Disabilities Conference 
would be about educating service providers and will be held in October 2011.  He will provide 
information to the COD about this event as soon as possible. The event will be held at the Inland 
Regional Center in San Bernardino for service providers and not so much for the public. The event 
will be limited to 300 service providers.  
 

8. Items for future COD consideration  
a. PSA topic: Modified Ordinances concerning Flyers on Windshields and Disabled use of two 

parking spaces. 
b. RCTC senior mobility travel training for seniors and disabled persons in Western Riverside 

County 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
9. My Play Date – Saturday, July 16, 2011 at Fairmount Park Universally Accessible Playground, 10:30 

am – 1:00 pm. 
 

10. Riverside’s Model Deaf Community Committee (MDCC), third Wednesday of the month (August 17, 
2011) at 4:00 pm in the 7th Floor Small Conference Room. 
 

11. Mayor’s Commission on Aging meets 1:00 p.m. the second Thursday of each month (September 8, 
2011) in the Mayor's Ceremonial Room 
 

12. Mayor’s Night Out next meets at 7 pm on September 21, 2011, Community Settlement Association, 
4366 Bermuda Avenue, Ward 2.  
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  7:12 pm 
 


