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3. Minutes for the meeting of March 14, 2011 and April 11, 2011 

 
M/S Robinson/Keller to approve the minutes of March 14, 2011 as presented. 
 
AYES – 6 (Hawecker, Keller, Stream, Welch, Robinson, Nelson); NOES – 0; ABSTAIN - 3 (Van Doren, 
Lawyer, Nakama); ABESNT – 2 (Werly, Brewer) 
 
M/S Lawyer/Van Doren to approve the minutes of April 11, 2011 as presented  
 
AYES - 7 (Van Doren, Stream, Welch, Robinson, Lawyer, Nakama, Nelson); NOES – 0; ABSTAIN – 2 
(Hawecker, Debbie); ABSENT – 2 (Werly, Brewer) 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Special Transportation – Presenting Transportation options (Byron Mayhan) 

 
2. Filming of the My Play Date Program at Fairmount Park (Austin Carter) 

 
Video Production Manager Austin Carter noted that the City’s production crew would be on hand at 
the Play Date event to produce a video and air it on Channel 3.  He also noted that a Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) would be produced to market the event before May 21.  The COD discussed 
locating a child-star to perform in the video along with associated details required for the PSA. Some 
details included the ability to change the sponsor identification for subsequent events.  The PSA will 
be aired for 3-4 months. 
 
An updated or new PSA will be discussed for the COD in the near future. 
 
Commissioner Van Dorn noted that it would be beneficial for the 311 Call Center to provide more 
information concerning calls about disabled parking. 
 

3. COD Member Attendance at other Board and Commission meetings (Paul VanDoren) 
 
Commissioner Van Doren noted that it would be beneficial for COD members to visit other boards 
and commissions and introduce themselves.  The COD could explain that they existed to help with 
any issues concerning ADA accessibility questions as well as promote what other City departments 
are doing to promote accessibility such as Public Works and Parks. 
 

4. Mobile 311 to Report Problems around the City 
 
The COD noted this information.   
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COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 

 
5. Brief reports on conferences, seminars, and meetings attended by COD members 

a. Commissioner Nakama noted that the Very Special Night 2 – On the Red Carpet event on 
May 7, 2011 at Martin Luther King High School had been a very successful and enjoyable 
event.   

b. Commissioner Nakama noted that she had attended a very important event centered on the 
deaf community called Deaf Nation.  Deaf Nation organizes these large deaf expo events all 
over the world to bring attention to the issues surrounding the deaf community.  This year, the 
event was held at the Riverside School for the Deaf.  There were over 150 vendor booths and 
more than 5,000 attendees. 
 
The COD is interested in reaching out to someone from the California School for the Deaf so 
that they are aware of COD meetings and both groups can take advantage of opportunities to 
collaborate on issues concerning the deaf community.  Commissioner Nakama offered to 
relay this information.  She noted that currently the Model Deaf Community Committee meets 
to discuss issues of interest of the deaf and hard-of-hearing community.  They propose or host 
activities that raise awareness of issues concerning the deaf and promote programs that 
encourage inclusion and interaction in City life. 
 
Commissioner VanDoren suggested that some of the students be invited to attend COD 
meetings. This would allow students to understand the board and commission process and 
maybe get some education credits also. 
 
Commissioner Nelson noted that there was an upcoming Tip-a-Cop event to raise funds for 
the Special Olympics.  The event would take place on June 8, 2011 at the Road House Grill. 
 
Deputy City Attorney Okazaki noted that the 2 ordinances (fliers on windshields and disability 
parking in two parking spaces) have been revised based on COD discussion and will be heard 
at City Council on Tuesday, May 17, 2011. 
 
Chairperson Hawecker noted that the Janet Goeske Senior Center is a handicapped and 
senior center. Either way, you are required to be 50 or older even if you are a disabled person.  
This information was provided by the director of the facility, Judith Vail.  Further investigation 
about the rule concerning 50 and older residents only in senior centers should be considered. 
The Janet Goeske center is owned by the City and run by a non-profit organization.  The 
funding source of the organization may make a difference about disability entrance.  
Commissioner Nakama noted that a handicapped center would be anti-inclusion and instead a 
more appropriate effort would be to include disabled residents into existing centers. 

 
   

 
6. Items for future COD consideration  

a. PSA topic:  Issues that affect the disabled community and how you can help – 5 minute spot 
on the government channel  

b. 311 Call Center representatives concerning the types of calls related to disability issues. 
c. Jayne Reid concerning the employment summit, June 21, 2011 
d. A center for disabled residents in Riverside 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
7. Very Special Night 2 – On the Red Carpet, May 7, 2011 from 6 to 10 pm at King High School. 

 
It was wonderful to see that over 250+ students, parents and staff came out to support this 
event.  The students enjoyed walking down the "red carpet" and being interviewed by a volunteer 
from Trader Joe's, who acted as the event master of ceremonies (MC).  For the second year in a row, 
a Traider Joe’s box boy named Juan, volunteered his time to D.J. this event.  Again, Trader Joe's 
donated the flowers, and parent, Kathy Garret, who is employed by Trader Joe's helped 
tremendously.  There were a lot of volunteers.  A surprise came from the Grove Community Church's 
Jody and the special needs program, ended up bringing all of the arts and crafts supplies, and 
manned the tables throughout the night.  Kudos goes to Reginald Haynes, Sondra Lough and their 
P.A.W.S.S. (Peers Are Working Side by Side) club that made this a remarkable event!.  
 

8. Deaf Nation Expo.com, at California School for the Deaf in Riverside (on Arlington), Football Field 
May 6 & 7 
 

9. Mayor’s Commission on Aging meets 1:00 p.m. the second Thursday of each month (May 12, 2011) 
in the Mayor's Ceremonial Room 
 

10. The Fairmount Park Universally Accessibly Playground’s first Play Date, May 21, 2011 from 8 am to 1 
pm. 
 
Commissioner Stream noted that this venue would allow all children to play together and recognize 
the value of everyone.   Commissioner Nakama advised that there are two components of the Play 
Date – the Play Date and the curriculum.  The school district is working on development of the 
curriculum. 
 

11. 7th Annual Wheelchair Basketball Fundraiser, May 21, 2011 at 3 pm at Poly High School. 
 
Commissioner VanDoren distributed fliers for this event.   
 

12. Riverside’s Model Deaf Community Committee (MDCC), third Wednesday of the month (May 18, 
2011) at 4:00 pm in the 7th Floor Small Conference Room. 
 

13. Mayor’s Night Out next meets at 7 pm on May 25, 2011 in the Casa Blanca Neighborhood at Ysmael 
Villegas Community Center, 3091 Esperanza Street, Ward 4 Paul Davis. 
 

14. Special Olympics, Friends of Ability Counts and others will hold a Carnival Day at AYSO Fields on 
June 18, 2011.  This fund raiser will be for the Special Olympics. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  7:25 pm. 
 


