| INCIDENT REPORT

RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF CA0330000

DATE PREPARED: 05/15/18 CJINITIAL [X SUPPLEMENTAL

V180670133

'FENSES - CODE SECTION

a.S. Officer Involved Shooting - Fatal 01 13C7-N
10. OFFENSES - 0CODE SECTTON (Add ar (hange o) CRIME OOUNTS 11 EDP CODE
A.0.D. Assisting Other Department - Riverside Police Dept. 01 25A2-N
12, OFFENSES - 0ODE S8ECTION (ddd ar (hange to) CRIME OCOUNTS 15. EDP CODE
14. LOCATIONBF OOCURRENCE 16. REF. DIST. 16. OOCURRED ON- DATETIME 17. OR BETWEEN DATETIME
9931 Willowbrook St., Jurupa Valley, CA 03/08/18-1631 :
18. BUSINESS NAME 19. BURINESS PHONE 20. CASE STATUS/ CLEARANGE
N/A N/A ' EXC N\

£1. WAS THIB INCIDENT RELATED TO MARITUANA? YES D NO E (If yes, briefly include in narrative or additional details how it R{D_MQM)

VICTIM — REPORTING PARTY — WITNESS — OTHERS: [ SEE TONAL | NB REPORT
A NAME ([ ast Fipst Middle 24 BHX 25 A CH 26 JH

36, BUSINESS ADDRESS CITY 7P §7. EMAIL ADDRESS' | 38, BUS. PHONE
N/A N/A
L | 40. NAME (Last, First, Middle) 41 BEX [ 42 RACE| 45.°DOB wf“ T EwT Y !
i - el ing 20 g .. i . % e
50. HESIDENCE ADDRESS CITY P 5LE ADDRESS 52. RES. PHONE
53. BUSINESS ADDRESS CITY P 'b4. EMATL ADDRESS 56. BUS. PHONE

[ !SEE ADDITIO\TAL PEHSONB REPORT [] ARRESTED
DOB

PECT: X apuLr []JUVENILE X raroLr [] Pmmnom

7 7. NAME (L, Firs, Middle) o yEdw.( 01 AGE 8. WI | 64 HAIR | 66, EYES | 66 SKIN
H 08/06/86 | 510 189 BLK | BRO | LGT
71. OII NUMBER

74. RES. PHONE

Ty ) ap 76. EMAIL ADDRESS 7. BUS. PHONE

N/A

78. JUVENILE DISPOSITION ™ CJOFHER JURIES. [JJUV. CRT. PROB. [ WITHIN DEPT. []DETAINED []NOT DETAINED
7. GANG DATA

GANG NAMBE@®):
[0 Member [] Associate To] Self Admith EJPrior Knowledge
TATIOOS /SOARS / MARKS
[ Face [J Neck [ R.Arm [ L. Arm'L] Hands [J] Torso [(JBack [J Legs |
VEHICLE: El REFER TO CHP 18) FORM FOR STOLEN, REOOVERED, TOWED OR IMPOUNDED
CBLINVL | R 83, BTATE | 84. YEAR | 85 MAKE 86. MODEL s'.' BODY STYLE
&Vﬂ\'ﬂ #1. OTHER IDENTIFIERS
03. REGISTERED OWNER 4 94. ADDRESS QITY BTATE g 85. PHONE
96. DAMAGED PROPERTY VALUE
g } 05251% $
‘ ) [] PROPERTY REPORT ATTACHED FOR STOLEN, RECOVERED OR DAMAGED PROPERTY
ATING OFFICER OFF LD. ENTERED BY /DATE ENTERED BY /DATE
Master Inv. N. E. Gomez #3018 Sgt W Méendez #3448
OOPIES TO: i e
CHU-E (Inv. Johnson #3542) x3
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL HOMICIDE UNIT
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT - CONTINUATION SHEET

Master Inv. Nelson Gomez #3018
Case #J V180670133 PAGE 2

Investigator C. Barajas #2379 RSO/CHU-E (760)393-3500
Officer E. Wright #1453 RPD/Metro (951)782+5531
Officer A. Soria #1567 RPD/Metro (951)782-5531
Officer J. Pap #1668 RPD/Metro (951)782-5531
Officer R. Monreal #1616 RPD/Metro (951)782-5531
Officer S. Lopez #1011 RPD/Metro (951)782-5531
Officer H. Park #1486 RPD/Metro (951)782-5531
LAW OFFICE OF SAKU E. ETHIR:

Attorney Saku Ethir RPD/RPOA Attorney (909)260-9220
FORENSIC SERVICES BUREAU PERSONNEL:

Forensic Tech. J. Muschell #N6316 RSO/Forensi¢s-W (951)210-1200
OTHERS/WITNESSES:

ASSOCIATED CASE NUMBERS:

Riverside County Sheriff’ s Department- Coroner’s Bureau Report/Case #2018-03358
Riverside Police Depattment - Report/Case #P174150151

ATTACHMENTS:

A: Transcripfs of Officer'Lopez’s interview on 03/09/18, prepared by Bureau of Office Services, Inc.
B: Sketclrof garage area‘drawn by Officer Lopez on 03/09/18 for reference.

EVIDENCE:

Item Description

G001  Digital Media@’PVD-R Disc - Disc containing digital photographs and audio recordings
Barcode#2050907

G004  Sketch~ Sketch of garage area, drawn by Officer Lopez on 03/09/18
Bar¢ode #2060432

The above listed item(s) was booked into evidence at the Jurupa Valley Sheriff’s Station.

DETAILS:

© Riverside County Sheriff-Form C 442 Continuation Page (Revised 03-10-2017)




RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL HOMICIDE UNIT
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT - CONTINUATION SHEET

(L Master Inv. Nelson Gomez #3018
Case #J V180670133 PAGE 3

1 The following supplemental report is regarding the “Officer Involved Shooting” investigation at
2 9931 Willowbrook St., Jurupa Valley, California, on 03/08/18. The suspect in this case was identified as
3 Ernie Saldivar, of Riverside, California.
4 "/
5 The purpose of this supplemental report is to incorporate a (2/) page transenpt of Officer S. Lapez s
6 interview on 03/09/18. The interview with Officer Lopez was conducted withid'the Exgeutive Conference
7 Room of the Jurupa Valley Sheriff’s Station. Present during this interview,was Investigator Johnsgn and I,
8 as well as RPOA Attorney Saku Ethir and Officer Lopez. A digital audio rccordlng wasmdde of the interview
9 and then later downloaded onto the above listed Digital Media Disc (GGDI ) of whjch was later Booked into
10 evidence at the Jurupa Valley Sheriff’s Station. \ _

12 Officer Lopez’s interview was subsequently submittéd to*Bur¢au’ of Ofﬁée Services Inc. for
13 transcription. The transcripts were then later sent to me elecm)mcally, at'which timegJI reviewed and compared
14 the digital recording to the transcription for i 1naccuracnes of whlch l then correeted when necessary. (Refer to
15 attached transcript for further details) : > N -

16 _ | £ ¢ 0

17 Prior to being interview, Officer Lopez was digitally photug;tap'hed and charted by Investigator
18 Barajas. The charting consisted of the digital‘photographyiand doctimmentation of uniforms, equipment and
19 service weapons, as well as the collectior and packagmg of any. evldence items by Forensic Tech Muschell,

. at the direction and supervision of In\cestlgator Barajas '

£1

22 The charting of Officer Lopez was dcme for documentanon purposes only, as he never discharged
23 his service weapon during the! m(:ldent At the’ compietmn of the uniform/weapon chartings, the interviews
24 with the involved officers, wefe arranged and conduetéd within the same Executive Conference Room, at the
25 Jurupa Valley Sherlff s Statron (Rgfef e supp!emmaf reports for further details)

26

27 (The following is,a summary of Q{f icer Lopez s interview; however, the statements may not be in the order
28 that they were, gwen as this was done“to aid in the clarity of the report. For further details, refer to the
29 attached rrans'crtpts and audio recordmgs for a complete account of the interview)

30 ¥ /

32 In mmnmary Ofﬁcer Lopez agreed to prov1de me a voluntary statement as to his involvement in the
33 “Officer Invo}ved Shootirig.” Officer Lopez stated he had 17 years of law enforcement experience and no
34 military experience. Fof the last 8 months, he has been assigned to the Riverside Police Department’s “Metro
35 Team” the full time'SWAT Team, but he had only been with them the last 3 days. On the date of this incident,
36 Officer Lopez stated he was assigned to assist with a surveillance operation on a known and wanted East Side
37 Riva gang member named Ernie Saldivar.

38
39 _'-Ofﬁcer Lopez stated he was familiar with Saldivar and how he was wanted for the attempted murder

40 of his girlfriend and for being a “Parolee at Large” with a warrant from the Department of Corrections. In
41 addition, Officer Lopez stated he knew the Metro Team had conducted several operations to locate and arrest

Saldivar, who was believed to be armed and dangerous. Prior to assisting with the surveillance operation,
~2 Officer Lopez stated the involved Metro Team members were briefed on the known facts by Officer Wright,

44 the assigned case agent.

© Riverside County Sheriff-Form C 442 Continuation Page (Revised 03-10-2017)
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL HOMICIDE UNIT
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT - CONTINUATION SHEET

Master Inv. Nelson Gomez #3018
Case #JV180670133 PAGE 4

Officer Lopez confirmed the plan was to conduct a surveillance operation to determine whether
Saldivar was at the residence in question. Once he was, to the plan was to either make contact or wait until
he left the residence and conduct a traffic stop. The only other information Officer Lopez stated he had was .,
in what Officer Wright provided, in the form of a Google Earth images of the residence, 9931 Willowbrogk
St., in Jurupa Valley, along with some digital photos of Saldivar. S

Once the briefing was completed, Officer Lopez stated he drove outgvith Officer"s Wright and"Soria
in an unmarked Dodge Caravan, while Officer’s Pap and Park drove a matked blagkignd whit¢ RPD patrol
unit and Officer Monreal drove another unmarked Honda Accord. Oneé near the residence; Officer Lopez
stated Officer Wright took point on the residence from the west, while Officer’sPap.atid Parkgvere somewhere
nearby and out of sight. As for Officer Monreal, he was east of the-resideneeon-Willowbrook St.

Once on scene and in position, they quickly got sight of two Hispanic males and a female in the open
garage area of the residence and one of the males looked;to’be Saldivars Offiger Lopez stated he was unsure
if it was Saldivar, but he didn’t have the binoculars that Offiger’s,Wrightiand Soria were using, and they
seemed confident it was him and he appeared to have matching tattoos around his neck. Officer Lopez added
that Saldivar was wearing a black T-shirt and shorts, while the other maleé was wearing a grey T-shirt.

As soon as Saldivar was confirméd to bé&inthg garages Officer Lopez stated the information was
broadcasted over RPD’s Channel 10, the tactical éhannél that,was being used by the Metro Team during the
surveillance operation. A short timeslater, Officer*Wright.directed Officer Monreal to take point and to
relocate to where they were, so_they'could meetiwith Officer Pap and Park and come up with a plan to make

contact.

Once Monreal-was in position, Officep-Lopez stated they drove over and met up with Officer’s Pap
and Park and the decision was to.drive in frém the east and make contact. Just before they got to the house,
Officer Lopez’s stated he heard Officer Monreal broadcasting he had sight of the Hispanic male in a grey T-
shirt and it looKed as if he was going te_ walk out of the garage.

Aecordingyo Officer Lopez, this broadcast was made just as they pulled up and parked in front of
the house, So they ot out as quickly as they could and headed straight for the garage. Officer Lopez estimated
that he was abutsl0ft behifid\Officer’s Wright and Soria, when they turned and entered the garage and that’s
when he remefbered heating the commands, “Get your hands up. Let me see your hands.” Once he was in
the garage, Officer Loopéz said he saw Saldivar moving from where he was sitting in the southwest corner of
the garage and startrufning north, toward a door on the opposite side.

This is*when Officer Lopez stated his attention was drawn toward the Hispanic male in the grey T-
shirt and-d-Hispanic female, who were standing near the left center of the garage. This male and female were

later identified as ||

From that point, Officer Lopez stated his focus was to get control of - and -and to have
them go to the ground, so Officer’s Wright and Soria were free to deal with Saldivar. According to Officer
Lopez, this is when he heard what he believed were 4-5 gunshots, along with some commands and then a door
opening and closing. As to the gunshots, all Officer Lopez would say was he had no idea if Saldivar had
started shooting or if it was Officer’s Wright and Soria, but he remembered seeing Saldivar running toward

O Riverside County Sheriff- Form C 442 Continuation Page (Revised 03-10-2017)
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RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL HOMICIDE UNIT
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT - CONTINUATION SHEET

Master Inv, Nelson Gomez #3018
Case #J V180670133 PAGE 5

o

C

the garage entry door, just as the gunshots were heard. Immediately after that, Officer’s Wright, Soria and
Park ran in after him and that’s when he heard what sounded like another 4-5 gunshots.

I asked Officer Lopez if he ever turned around to see what was happening and all he would state was ™.,
that his focus was on and [l and nothing else. I then asked if he rememberedshearing anything”
before or after the shooting. He recalled that someone was giving commands, but.he couldf’t remembgr-what
they were and that’s because he was in the process of giving his own commafids, whenth€ shooting:happen.

A few minutes, if not seconds after the second group of gumshots, Officersl.opez{stated he heard
Officer Park broadcasting “Shots Fired” over the radio and a request*for medical #id. Ifaddition, Officer
Lopez stated he directed Officer Monreal to check on Officer’s Waight, Soriarand-Park arnidthat a few minutes
later, Officer Park came out and stood watch as he moved in and handcuffed- and

Officer Lopez maintained he never saw the sho_o_tmg and that is prlma_r.y:focus was to deal with the
other two subjects who were in the garage, while Officer’s Wright,'Soria and Park dealt with Saldivar. Once
backup units from the Riverside County Sheriff’s Departentiarrived, Qfficer Lopez stated he entered the
laundry room and that’s when he got his first-dook at Saldivaras he lay’face down in the hallway/laundry
room handcuffed. From there, the only other thmg Ofﬁcer Lapez stated he did, was to assist with safety sweep
of the residence and nothing else.

Prior to ending the interviéw; Officer Lopez was+asked to provide a sketch of what he remembered
about the garage and its layout. This sketchdvasiused for reference and clarification purposes only and not to
scale or used in any other interviews. A" copy’of Offiecr Lopez’s sketch (G004) is attached to this report,
while the original was later booked intesevidenceat the Jurupa Valley Sheriff’s Station. No other comments
or statements were take,na and the interview was-ended. (Refer to attached copies and transcripts for further

details)

A copy-df this report will be foﬁarded to Investigator Johnson of the Central Homicide Unit.

STATUS:EXCEPTIONAL

© Riverside County Sheriff-Form C 442 Continuation Page (Revised 03-10-2017)
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MICHAEL HESTRIN
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
County of Riverside
State of California

39 Q/
I

30:15]

GOMEZ:
JOHNSON:

LOPEZ

v

Participants Key: LOPEZ: RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPE \ &Q/

[BEGINNING; RECORDING IDENTIFIED Q@?PD HO LOPEZ, DURATION:

,‘/Q'
RPD Officer Sancho Lopez 201 9 02.52 Q
March 9 at 5 e in reference to JV180670133, officer

ETHIR:
Q cho Ld@

G(ﬁ;‘(L cbID‘?
QOPEZ)D\Q\\ @yq‘fn is 1011.

X O/\/?» Correct.

EVIDENCE RECORDING

JV180670133 AOD-OIS
Transcript of Interview with RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
03/09/2018

N
GOMEZ: INVESTIGATOR GOMEZ& @ O\e\\Q)

JOHNSON: INVESTIGATOR JO@S

ETHIR: SAKU ETHIE}%F

mvolv d ootm Brook in Jurupa Valley. Investigator
de Unit. Directly to my right is?

@/esng@ )@hﬂson
Q L@‘ A ey representing Sancho Lopez.

!\q/ 10117

Sir, the purpose of this is to get a voluntary statement from you as to the events
of this evening. You are not the focus of this investigation. We are
investigators with the Central Homicide Unit of the Riverside County
Sheriff’s. Whenever an officer involved shooting occurs, obviously it’s
criminally investigated. At this point in time obviously you’ve had time to

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
Page 1 of 21
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MICHAEL HESTRIN
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
County of Riverside

State of California
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LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:
GOME-Z:
LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

&
LOPEZ: \Q

talk to your attorney, your representative. Are you willing to provide us a
voluntary statement as to what you witnessed this evening?

Yes.

Let’s start with this. How long have you been a law enforcement officer?

Ah, 17 years now.
7 Q

<
"
O QA
. 5 \
Any other prior experience other than RPD? ‘2)‘\' 9\' @\

No. (\0&6

Any military experience? & Q
Your current assignm r&\mth

With the---I'm ﬁh the team for the Riverside Police
Department. \
Q o“

Metro tc@
@

GOMEZ: Q ow Ion@ u@ on Metro?

about eight months ago, but I’ve actually only been with
'I@*ls my third day.

GO@ C}’nor m\%s, what other assignments have you held with RPD?

§§lﬂ‘-e past five years I’ve been on the collateral team. I've been a field

ning officer for about 13 years. I’ve also been---I was a POP officer or
I m sure you guys have the same thing, like a community-oriented police
ofﬁcer I did that assignment for three years.

What day of the week is this for you?

For me, this will be my---It’s the middle of my week. We have---We work
four days.

Okay. So roughly your Wednesday?

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
Page 2 of 21
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LOPEZ: Tuesday, I guess.
GOMEZ: Your Tuesday?
(i LOPEZ: Yeah.
GOMEZ: Okay. What time did your shift start yesterday? Obviously, this occurred
yesterday evening, down to the morning hours on--- Qf
S e i
LOPEZ: I came in actually at 9:00 to assist with the trax%ﬁ class goi@‘n in
the morning. (Q\ @ \2‘\\
GOMEZ: I that the-—-what is it, critical-— ‘\0 0. QQQ
LOPEZ: Yes. 0\
GOMEZ: CIT?
LOPEZ: Yes.
4
GOMEZ: And that wen@ :’what tnn%?N
|| LOPEZ: Um, abt@n or -
about3:30; almost 4:(
UK NS
GOMEZ: that a assi anything else?
LOPEZ: I we J?” m still on regular hours. I went back to the hangar, to

<§</

rest of the team was going to do. I was in normal clothes
2)

wha
%clas <changed into this, and then I was told that we were going to
Q‘ pa Valley
@

G@& \\ hat information were you briefed on in reference to coming out to
Q 0 é a Valley?

k was told that they believed they had info for Ernie, a subject we attempted
to locate previously, and that I guess it was an informant that had told one of
/\y" our detectives that he was at this house in Jurupa.
GO]\@ Do you know who the detective was with that information?
Z: Couldn’t be certain.
GOMEZ: Do you know what specific information was provided? Just---I mean was it

just that possible location for him?

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018

Page 3 of 21
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LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:

LOPEZ: <

Yes, correct.

Was anything else briefed about that? I mean whether he knew that he was
wanted, whether he was armed?

I already knew that information. We---Again we had looked for him
previously, so I kind of knew who he was. I've also worked the east side fo
probably half my time there with the department. I'm familiar with a Ioé

the gang members there.

’Q‘O \
Okay. Was there any current mfomlatlona mg‘?
Just based off of his prior criminal 1ty, e’s possibly
armed. \
Okay. Have you had any p@echoma&wﬂl this individual,
Ernie?

I don’t recall any pe@gl noo

No, but you &ﬁ——l me% yol(ﬁ}bvnded a picture of him, you knew

exactly--- %

Q/ Yes. & ,\?’ _
GOMEZ: \<> @Mﬂd @?ﬁld this isn’t the first operation you’ve done in looking for

. O
0%

OME

@ o

c ’\Cb

%w many other operations had you done?
N

The one I distinctly remember was---I can’t remember where the information
came from, but we ended up serving a warrant on a house on the east side
looking for him, and I remember it because it was the day of the
Mayweather/McGregor fight, and it was a full SWAT call out, and I was at
home having a party at my house. I told my family members bye, I got to go.
So, I had to leave my house to go find this guy at this particular house, but of
course, he wasn’t there.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
Page 4 of 21
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43 {@OMEZ:
44

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

\\Qf R we-.-

Okay, and the fact that the full-blown Metro team went out on this, I mean
what was---Do you remember what the circumstances were behind it that the
Metro team needed to go out on this?

Um, I can’t remember if he had. No, that warrant had to have been in the
system already, so he had a felony warrant for---or his parole was violated for
the attempt murder on his girlfriend.

And the information you guys had tonight, it w 't to Wel thaté%’

team was needed, I mean or is this just a ce

We---No. We didn’t even know that---@ tcntlally
be here.

Okay. So, the plan was what, ]\' CIH (0@

Jig
We were going to---Yeah Qnememei] hi{see if we would see him,
see if we could pick hlf@ h% d took off or away from-
--or if he came out a &se, w%o d pick him up.

And you guyv’éxe in ho% ve}u{@’at the time?

Ah, threeéréle Q
tgﬁicle in? 'Q‘

S R

y v ay minivan we were in. Officer Monreal was in a
rd{ I believe it is, and Officer Pap and Officer Park were in

mar&a\nit was for the possibility of him---

\r\%afﬁc stop?
NP

Correct.

And you---Basically all of you were dressed in the same manner, right?
Correct.
BDU---Are they green or---

Yeah, they’re green.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
Page 5 of 21




o 1 || GOMEZ: Green BDU’s, black t-shirts, LBV’s, the load bearing vest.

2
3 || LOPEZ: Yes.
4
5 | GOMEZ: With your insignias, your Metro insignia. Does yours on the back say police
6 on it?
: P
8 || LOPEZ: Yeah, it says police in yellow. Q &Q/
9 O
10 || GOMEZ: Okay. Okay, and this is something typically u-gbyou guéa wh@ re
11 out doing your additional patrol duties or v@t not?
12 Q) O
13 || LOPEZ: Correct.

14

15 || GOMEZ: So---And being that Erme %% I@ber he would be

16 familiar with you guys’ umf Q
17
18 || LOPEZ: Correct.

19

20 || GOMEZ: Okay, and this isn tthe first-ti ave gone looking for him. So,
21 you guys set this h“?o you'know the location where you guys set
22 uptodos Iance lik ar away from the house were you?

23

c 24 (| LOPEZ: We \n@Q appro tely maybe 150, 200 yards maybe.
25 g \%
cation?

26 || GOMEZ: Q@y East
27
28 || LOPEZ: Q It wi esp&f locatlon

29
30 || GOMEZ: \()Q/ @?W}ﬁo\@g?vmg the car at the time?
32 LOP%Q‘ \c)ofﬁcq\%ght was driving.

31
33 \ Q

34 @A Q &L’ was the front passenger?

35 N

36 | L . ('1> Officer Soria was the front passenger.
37
38 || GOMEZ: ?“ Okay. So, you got back seat?
39 /\/

40 |f LOP Correct.

41
42 Z: So, point basically Wright and Soria?
43
44 OPEZ: Correct.
45

MICnAEL HESTRIN RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ

s ol anroma;v Interview Date: 03/09/2018
County of Riverside
State of California Page 6 of 21




—_—
fe= B o - CHE e MLV, TN S FU RN N

R S s e S
= O WO~ £ WA

[N I o
W

Bob WL LW LW W W W W W W (]

~
w

%@O

N =N
N

©

MICHAEL HESTRIN
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County of Riverside
State of California

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

NV

Did you observe anything from your position?

I could see, when we drove past the house, I could see the garage door was
open. We circled back around and we parked on the---it would be the south
side of the street.  We could see bodies walking around inside the garage.

Anyone you could visually be able to identify from your location, mthon{
looking through bino’s or anything? Q

From that distance I could identify a female, males! al
male that we were looking for, Ernie, it a%‘) ed '.
again I couldn’t tell you for certain, I w\ﬁ ay. .

o far away., .
Okay. Do you know what he was&}anng‘? 0\ QQ'U
He had a black t-shirt.
This other male that WQ% the- 151)% you said?

Yes.
S (1/’@

Do you re e as

s

g\gna putting anything out as to what they were

Sp
that ct, but

elieved?

T'I(p;‘had binoculars, they could see that he had tattoos on his
, @ ll-——t@ all matched the tattoos that Ernie has, and they broadcasted

infegn ion to the other officers that were---

Ap@:ﬁ s to Pap?

\P\%orrect Pap, Park, and Monreal.

Monreal, okay. So, what happened? What decisions are made once you guys
believe you possibly have sight of him?

They were confident---fairly confident that it was him. We had Officer
Monreal drive around, come behind us, so he could pick a point on the garage,
maintain observation of the people in the garage, and we were going to drive
around, pick up the marked unit, have the marked unit follow us in, and then
we were going to go up to the garage from the east side of---approaching from

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

the east side, around so they wouldn’t see us, so we’d wrap around the garage
and surprise them.

So, what happens once you guys come back in and start making your
approach? Is any radio traffic being broadcasted by anyone, Monreal since
he’s point now?

We told him---Before we left we told him hey, thi where they’re at.
knew that Ernie was sitting in the deep, it wo oul
the garage. We told him hey, this is where he’

pulled up. I think it was as we were getti As"We w ere 2

the garage, I think it was Officer Mo ut out thatithey wete ¢

of the garage. NJ -
S o

Did he say specifically who'?

No. ,é\\c" Q~ \@

Just thal@%gle— %1 ere was movement and someone was
coml K

n and what was your guys’ approach? Was it in a stack
atlon‘?

bout ten feet ahead of me. Officer Park was off to my---just off to

my&ut I don’t remember where Officer Pap was. Monreal was still in the
@ cross the street watching the garage.

I saw---I watched Officer Wright and Soria round the corner. As they rounded
the corner they started yelling commands. As I came around the corner
behind them, I could see Ernie get up from where ever he was sitting in that
corner, and start running towards the interior door that led into the house,
which would be on the north side of the garage.

Now you said towards the corner. So, when you go into the garage, which
way does it flow?

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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LOPEZ: The garage door faces west, and it opens up east, you drive in the garage.

GOMEZ: Okay, and you said that you saw him, he’s positioned in the corner?

LOPEZ: Correct. He was getting up from the corner.

GOMEZ: Did you physically see him getting up like off of a chair or--- <

LOPEZ: By the time I got there that’s what it looked llk@ It N'd like hégé,
gotten up from where ever he was in that corner, @

GOMEZ: What were the commands that you hea;\@fnght ; @m‘?

LOPEZ: Um, you know, get your hands up \me see @ ands

GOMEZ: Did you see anyone else in m\@}m%zt

LOPEZ: Yes, the other Hlspa&ci@e an Hl@@f female.

GOMEZ: Do you know wher€ they Q‘

X ? &

LOPEZ: They wereéer to the n the middle of the garage, so when I
made the@'n r, they Were foc Emle I directed my attention towards
the amta '@ Q}

GOMEZ & So \.you there are Wright and where is Soria at?

LOPEZ Q/Q Theyé) %DE}

GOMEZ: 619 g@

LO g/ OCorreatsb

I \ q{h
2:00 '\@ ese other two individuals, the Hispanic male and the female are to your

LQZ' ?” They’re directly in front of me, yeah.

GOME@/\/ In front of you?
Yeah.

Okay, and how far away is that door from where Ermnie is at?

Which door? The garage door to the house?

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

LOPEZ:

An estimated---The entry garage door, yeah.

When I initially saw him, he was almost all the way on the other side of the
garage, so I don’t know how---what a standard garage would be, 20---

Two car garage, right?

Yeah, two car garage.
O

And you’re saying he’s completely on the op % en ou @u’m,
and now he’s---and you said--- 6\ @ N

\
He was making for that door. ('\0
X E

And you’re---Is he literally

It appeared to me---Againy] Qust ca%!m ouh@% corner of my eye, it
W 3

appeared to me that he
Okay. Could y,({see wh ds w@q at the time?
Q v (\
No. 0
No. @you he y oth@mmands coming from Wright or Soria?

& Ot
QO naly\?‘é

GOMEZ: Q/
Q %ﬂ’t@ you. I was now engaged with the other two people in the

garage
. 0 &
\ ) \So now your focus is immediately on these two individuals?

\l\ es.

'\q/ And obviously these are your partners, so let them deal with this---the primary
focus of why you’re there?

Correct.
You don’t know where Pap’s at, at that point?

I don’t---No, I don’t remember at that point.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:

LOPEQ‘%\

%

Q’esth W

DY

How about Park?
I don’t remember where he was at either.

Okay, and where Wright and Soria are, how far into the garage are they at that

point?
S XN é{"‘
Okay. Like almost in the middle of the gara 6

Not quite the middle, but a few feet m@ﬁtgeo@ Qp\e\
So, are they---I mean was th *(B towags like you said,

Maybe almost halfway. Q

towards where Ernie was sitti that far cor arage?
O it ‘b
Correct. \"\\ \@
&’ Q2
And now they’re h@ﬂg to méan thc@ that now he’s running in the
opposite directi g"f <
Y
I wouldn t cr that question.

that
Well M the garage door, they would have been
gu

%@wuld ell how far away they were from him?
\\{@:nappens at that point?

%tarted yelling commands at the other two to get down. They comply. They
laid down, proned out. As I'm giving them commands, I hear a first volley
of rounds fired.

And where are the shots coming from?

I, I couldn’t tell you. I know it’s in the garage. I don’t know if it was Able
and---sorry, Officer Soria and Officer Wright firing at Ernie, or if he was
firing back at them, I---Again, I just heard rounds fired.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

LOPEZO/\/

@N:

OMEZ:

LOPEZ:

<>Q/ nand ow that they’re all right, because I can hear them making
@"'ﬂndﬂ@"

Okay. So, at that point basically you’re dealing with these two, they’re going
down on the ground. Is your firearm out?

Yes.

Okay. Did you turn to see where the shots are coming from or turn to see
where Ernie’s at to make sure that he’s not armed at that point in time?

Again, I could just see him out of the corner ofow‘gye as contmxé&
move towards that door.

So, you never turned around and r@; ---you’re
confident on your partners dealing \«\ e si he Qémgo
Correct.

Can you still see him out &‘Bm’ pe%’

Yes.

What are yovl(ing? ?‘ Qﬂ/@
---0r

That he n& g for the door.
D@

N
es, he ma the door They followed him into the door. There
Q was ' ccon ll y of rounds fired. I could still hear them making

@%Ur five rounds, maybe.

('i> That first volley, did it sound like it was just coming from one weapon, or did
it sound like it was a couple of different?

I couldn’t tell you.
Okay.
Second volley, how many rounds do you think?

Same, about four or five maybe.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ: Q@Q An t yo\c discern?

& \(}

Now when you said he made it to this garage door, do you remember if the
garage door was open or closed?

I don’t remember.
Okay. Do you ever lose sight of Eddie?
Yes, once he gets inside the house.

; Q{\\ \
Okay. How about of Wright and Soria, do ymig&r losee

Also, once they get inside the house.

So, they’re completely out of mg? ou dor&g what’s going on with

them, where they’re heading do ward

&
Correct. \"\\0 Q~ @

How about Park? Q~

I do pick hlrr@He foll%m 1r&ﬂbat---what ends up being a laundry

room.

Qﬂdﬂ £, @fr?t remember it.

OYour S@s is on these two?
@%ect

('i> What are you doing with those two at that point?

I’m holding cover down on them, I'm telling them to stay on the ground.
They start telling me that hey, there’s---I think he said my wife and kids are
in the house. I clarify with him how many other people are in the house. He
tells me just my wife and six kids. I relay---I scream the info back to them
who are in the house now, tell them hey, there’s supposed to be an adult
female and six kids in the house. I can’t remember who it was, but somebody-
--1 believe it was Park that came back on and told me that---or some---
Somebody told me that they’re going back out the front door. Park came back

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

out at some point. I told him hey, hold cover on them so I can put them in
handcuffs. He held cover. I put them in handcuffs, and then I backed up a
little bit so I could see the female that had come out the front door with the
kids, and the two that I---were still on the garage floor.

Did you ever see Monreal come in?

Oh yes. After they had gone in, after Park had gone in as well, Monreal ca@
running in the garage, and I directed him, I told W---they’aﬂ
that---they ran into the house, and he went in a,?} @\

Did you hear anything else after that-—-at poin

I don’t recall, \0 0\ Q
Okay. Any other commands gy

I don’t remember. @

Any other rad10 aﬁ'g;e tsgi/@b

Um, Park ut. He breadc @(Yhere were shots fired. It was on our

channel ed for=p-if we ed RSO units. He said yes. They asked
for m@; h, " - t I ber much, if there was other traffic.
ln ré @ to age do you think that you got enough view of it

Q@at youg 0

Q/ L%aw /\where the doors and stuff were at. 1 don’t remember---I
\Q t%z was---there were two chairs in that corner of the garage, but
couldn’t tell you what else was in there. There weren’t any cars or

\\C) anythR‘ Ise in there.

%@dld you mind if we did that?

c"l} No. I mean obviously it’s not going to be to scale. I mean it’s---

ld ra , like the layout?

No, no.
His best recollection.

Yes, his best recollection. Because he’s actually provided more details as to
the garage than---

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

@

Vil

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ: Q<</

@(9
'\\ A

( %—ﬂ 0 \%ovnously all approximations?

H@Q;

North, this would be the garage, the main garage door. This is the entry door
into the house. The garage---there was two chairs right here. There was no
cars in the garage. I don’t recall anything. I didn’t---

And that’s---In that corner is where you initially, out of the corner of your

eyes where you spot Eddie?

Correct. As we round this corner here, he’s about right here when I see’h«%

Okay, and his immediate response is to head t%}ds th

Yes, this door.

From what you could tell, and w

You can use circles for them.

Here and here.

\s\" Q~

So, they’re closer to@s-garag

Corrcct

The ac

3

So, the two people you were dealing with, so they were fairly cooperative?
Yes, they cooperated right away.

Okay, and that’s the male and the female?

6
gb%?%}

ebke you?

ght here.

@e is Wg t and Soria.
0@ e

Yeabh, it’s all approximation, it’s not the scale. It’s just for reference purposes
for---on our end. Anything else you want on that?

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date:
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|| LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:
LOPEZ:
| JOHNSON:
LOPEZ:
JOHNSON:
LOPEZ:
JOHNSON:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ: <</
O
GOMEZD
& \0

o

\ N
MEZOQ W \‘?

Yes.

Okay, and you don’t know where---You’re not sure where Park and Pap have
flowed into the garage?

I know---Initially I know Park was off to my right as we were approaching up
here, so I’'m assuming he---I didn’t see him, so I’'m assuming he came
behind me, and then followed them two in aﬂcmar& Q/

Okay.

Pap, I saw Pap hit the fence over here. @wa@ in th \{\ k yard.

Okay.

He jumped the fence here whé% led gongceff over here.

Okay.

I know like I tol Ql: l‘v w up afterward.
And ged {g@.; the@}se
e

re hgtructed your view in that garage? Anything that
ould h from---

at h(égned over here?
| o;\Q
Q\

It’s just your focus at the time was the two other individuals that you’re having
to deal with?

Correct.

You’re letting your partners deal with whatever.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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c 1 || LOPEZ: Correct.
2
3 || GOMEZ: Did you ever hear him yell anything, say anything?
4
5 || LOPEZ: I don’t recall him saying anything.
6
7 || GOMEZ: Okay. How about the two individuals that you were dealmg with, they sa1
8 anything?
9
10 || LOPEZ: She was hysteric---She was just screaming. ]g.\was y ou@fe
11 and kids in the house.
12
13 | GOMEZ: Okay, but nothing else, nothing in ref Q&Qe tot Qvul@@m ran into the
14 house? &
15
16 || LOPEZ: No, I don’t remember h1m m? t hm@.
17
18 || GOMEZ: When you saw him, | W ressnon that that was the
19 individual you wer: ing f@ as it that nght and Soria already had
20 identified him?
21 ’& ?\ Qﬂ/@
22 || LOPEZ: ‘ Ernie? O
_ 23 Q<</ b §
O 2 |comez
25 ST
26 || LOPEZ: K?;h Idi ; on as they---we turned the corner, and as soon as
27 ey sa was primarily on them.
28 Q
29 || GOMEZ: Q/ 5%8 you.@h’t recognize--- Well, the male wasn’t Ernie, right?
30 .
31 | LOPEZQ? ect N
32 0 D
33 T y you were looking for. Did you ever make entry into the house at all
34 Q@ point in time?
35
36 ('1> Yes.
37
38 When was that?
39
40 @. Once your deputies started showing up, I started directing traffic, because I
41 Q was still outside. I had the first one take the female who was out front, out
42 Q/ front of the house. I said hey, grab her and the kids and get them out of here,
43 ﬁ push them down the street. He was assisted by another deputy, and then two
44 more deputies showed up and I had them grab these two individuals and get
45 them out of there as well, saying take them with the kids and the wife, I'm
MICAAEL HESTRIN RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
| REEEMCLATTORNEY Interview Date:  03/09/2018
County of Riverside
State of California Page 17 of 21




_ 1 assuming. As more deputies arrived, I said hey, we have an officer in the
L 2 back, go relieve him, cover the back, have them come back up here. At that
3 point I pushed into the house. I held---There was a laundry room and then it
4 opens up into a hallway, which opens up to the rest of the house. So, I held
5 on one of the doorways that held up into the rest of the house until we had
6 one of our canines, and let’s see, it was myself, Pap, Park, and your canine,
s and we cleared the rest of the house. <
: &
9 | GOMEZ: Okay. & X, S
10 ¥~ Q}f\
11 || LOPEZ: Once the house was cleared, we-——Medica{ﬁ@ had already ee@.\ested,
12 but we told them to roll in. 9\0‘\ ) Q..O
13
14 || GOMEZ: Did you see where Ernie was at? b\(\ 0\ @Q
15 P,
16 || LOPEZ: He was---I had stepped over @‘r on flyjway.in. He@ laying down not in
17 the laundry room, but the @ next roefm Where &@iﬁle hallway is.
18 B
19 | GOMEZ: At that point was he@re%dy hz@)c%ﬁed if ;@%an recall?
20 /
21 || LOPEZ: Yes, he was }Qﬁcuﬁ"sd al <\<1/®
22 O
c 23 || GOMEZ: Okay. [é{;!on cumention an else, what they had found on him?
| 24 ;
25 || LOPEZ: e was a gunthaty @%ﬁght next to him on the---there was a pile of
26 Cgbcs right there. It top of the pile of clothes.
- @ gﬁ.
28 || GOMEZ: Okay, ou b%)gﬁ to touch that gun at any point in time?
29 @
30 || LOPEZ: @ %& tog@he gun.
31
32 ﬁ‘ ON Q@ So, once you enter, you bypass him. Do you ever come back that
33 \\ w?@ 0 you use another exit?
34
35 %PE 0 l\%s I exited that way as well.
36 \
37 GQE Okay.
38
39 || JOHNS From the time the assisting deputies arrived, about how much time would you
40 _ say elapsed?
41 %Q
42 W Z: From the time of the shots were fired until the time the deputies arrived?
43
44 | JOHNSON: Yeah.
45
MICuAEL HESTRIN RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
| B ATROMEY Interview Date:  03/09/2018
County of Riverside
State of Califonia Page 18 of 21
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LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:
JOHNSON:

LOPEZ:

JOHNSO ‘\QQ/

i

%HNS

ot

43 @%ISEZ:
44

JOHNSON:

Two, maybe three minutes maybe, I don’t know.
Oh wow.

It was pretty fast.

Okay.

It seemed like it went really fast. . 0‘(\

© X S
Now---And then when you guys got into thg@ e a&t h g was

it before like the first shots were fired? 0”\

From the time we rounded the corb}gre?

e @ were n—--
Within a few seconds.

Okay, and you j/g.lemdmt ﬁ@nade ellne for those two, giving them
commands, g m do when Wright and Soria went after
Ernie as h ———No id he running towards the---

It app@?to

Yeah. You rounded the corn

gba& s running. Okay. Was he looking back?

}\ certain.
ﬁpﬁm K%igow he was making a beeline though, trying to get into that

Qci’m

e

ay It was within a few seconds of that first volley of shots went down
(]/ after you guys made it into the garage.

I’m sorry, I don’t understand your question.

Well, once you guys got into the garage and were giving commands, and then
it was like within a few seconds?

Correct, within a few seconds.

Okay. Okay.

RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
Interview Date: 03/09/2018
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GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ:
GOMEZ:
JOHNSON:

GOMEZ:

\

@%

GO

GOMEZ:

LOPEZ: /C?" 03/09?

Basically, rapidly escalating situation from the time you guys breached that
garage. There’s no lull in the time, right?

No.

It’s just boom, boom, boom, boom?

Correct. <>
Qo <&
And obviously the two that you dealt with i 1ately d@you

were, followed your commands without an es? @

Correct. \{\ 0

Didn’t---No uncooperative me on fa)@wing exactly what
you said? 5 c}r 753

& \Z
Yes. Q‘b \ Q__e’

The only one that d«idQn:c Gﬁa follﬁ% the directions was Ernie, who
you guys bcl' were--%as k{q to be a wanted felon?
Correct.
O@%/don t &g
Q eah 1 @ @

0<</ @ @mal]ﬂé‘fore [---I'm sorry, I forgot to ask. Can he initial that for
&7 (b

\OYes ,\Q
’]> And date it--

03/09, please.
And it’s *18.
Yep. Thank you. 3:25.
RPD OFFICER SANCHO LOPEZ
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